FUTILE FORWARDS

LUTON TOWN YIELD ANOTHER

POINT

AT HOME

Reading

in Luck

( By Crusader).

LUTON TOWN X

READING .. 1
LUTON.—Harford ; Kingham, Mackey ;
lean. McGinnigle, Fraser . Mills, Hutchi-
on, Rennie, Alderson, Roberts.
READING.—Mellors; Rowe. Richard-
on ;: Johnson, Allan, Barley: Ritchie,
aton. Gamble, Oxberry, dler.

AN
Referee: Mr.J. M. Wiltshire, Sherborne.

NCE again Luton Town utterly failed
before their own supporters on Satur-
ay. when they allow Reading to take
way a point. It was an extraordinary
esult on the run of the play, and the
nly consolation. if any. came later in
he evening, when the topsy-tu
esults of League games were revealed.

w and then players, and %)erhaps a
ew supporters, have felt that the for-
vards were being unduly hlamed for
he poor return, but surely none would
ver attempt to say that the fault was
ther than with the attack. 8o vastl
vere Luton the superlcr side in approaci
nd balance of attack that one wondered
ow on earth the ading team had
)een able Lo reach and to hold a respect-
ble position on the table, and yet with
1l the play the Town forwards were so
neffective that they could not beat a
lefence that was never more than
nediccre, und in which there was
iothing greater than courage and deter-
nination.

\ SOFT KEY

The game opened on a soft key, and,
s far as the Town forwards were con-
cerned, it never rose above that tone.
One scarched round for some excuse,
nd all that one could suggest was that
ricky, for in places

most  generous

was an instant mastery over th

front line. ahd their defenders

ced in difficuities almost at the
t

control for a shot by the inside
and the wingers were apt to the
ball too hard in their centres. Mellors
troubles, however, were generally very
slight. and apart from three or four
efforts of whicn he nnd‘food sight and
ample time, there was little in the nature
of a_severe test. consistently did
and backs master the

forwards,
boot the

Reading_forwards that before the Town
scored Harford's job had been limiteu
to the taking of a couple of goal kicks.

to save until the

e had not a shot
Town had taken the lead.

RENNIE WITHOUT RELISI

Play had been in progress nearly
urv.Zr of an hour, during which
gmndler. the Reading left winger, haa
only one kick, whereas all the Town for-
wards had chances to show their puces
‘and their skill, but from long or short
range they Q\{‘llt& failed

“came Al nf they
were so tardy that the Reading defenders
were in in, an e To
leader was Wt out. Nevertheless.

bar and the goalkeeper n e near.
Had he restrained himseif the ball would
have dropped on his head and uld
not have fail to score. we once
saved his goal by a desperate bit of work
when Mellors was out of ition, but
these escapes were as nothing to the
bad marksmanship of the attack. Had
Rennie been in _anything like his

average shooti form he must have
given the Town a substantial lead before
the interval. He had the privilege of
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A
)! culty in accepting it under the bar.

to get in a|sarcast

Roberts was responsibl2 for a few bright
efforts when he ran inside, but if his

al proved accurate, his colleagues
could do nothing with it : while on the
lons he tried himself the direction
was pitiful. Apart from a few rushes by
Bamble, who was trying desperately to
make a good show in his first game for
the visitors, and one or two runs b
tchie, Reading saw little of the ball,
and thelr endeavours were crude and
even less troublesome than those of the
fown. Up to the change of ends Har-
:om'l job was the easlest he has had

et
b
0
Whether tnere had becn a heart-to-
heart talk in the Reaail aress!
room at half-time, I do not know. bu

the visitors came out and re-#arted with

straightway rol
b2

to do scmething. and he drew
then lifted the ball right into
mouth ; it appeared
type of pass for Rennie, but he missed
the ball completely, and Mellors easily
saved. m this point the lay
deteriorated until became almcst
farcical, for however the Town halves
and backs fed their front line, all the
attempts to score were futile. The crowd
mmme edwtunat%f‘ur nnie al lafkhf knuacbl

nothing. ck from
Roberts was misjudged by the visiting
defenders, and the ball hit the upright.
but thers was no one able to take ad
‘?. of the blunder, and the sequel to
all the misses at Mellors' end came just
afterwards.

GAMBLE'S GOAL

Ritchie, who had beer. dangerous when
he got the opportunity, collared the ball
just inside the Town half, and skilfully
outwitted the defenders by runn in-
side. He went on without obstruction
until he was right in front of goal, about.
len yards out. and then he had so much
ca that he could have shot without
riving Harford a chance. Instead, how-
e e passed to GAMBLE., who was
better placed. and he shot into the net,
1 for offside being negatived. I
Wwas offside. but even if he
were. it Was np more than could be ex-
pected in the circumstances. Little as
the visitors deserved to be
zge Tnlwn ; ‘e:med e tro
emselves by eir erratic play and
missed chances at the other end.

SCRAPPY FINISH

The last. half-hour was so scrappy and
ed that the crowd trelv.e?l the
m as 8 comedy. So oneneaad the
Town failed that there appeared to be
thing more to expect, and derisive and
. e halves and backs
g to try and get a gonl, and
they certainly came as near success as
he forwards. All the backs and. haives
worked hard, and Kean and F:
frequently rush! into the Reading
nalty area 1o try and do some damage,
10 _no pur s rners were
forced, and centres were placed quite
neatly, but the inside forwards could do
nothing right at close quarters. Read-
ing made a few spasmodic rushces, but
they were even worse than the Town,

and the game ended wit
for either side. 1oyt & chicer

DIFENCE ALL RIGHT

-

Apart from a brief period in the
cond . when thev seemed to be fed
up with the failurcs of the forwards, no
fault could be found with the Town
defenders eV were always the
masters of the visitors' attack. Harford
had a holiday. knd Kingham an
Mackey were good enough to deal with
what their hall-backs left for them to
undertake. Mackey, especially, had a
and it was al

ble. 0 was very well
watched. and might weil have done a lot
of d:unlln had he been allowed to run

. It was in the middle line
however, that the Town's best ew:‘:m{‘o'

ound. They played finely to a ma:
Kean worked himself almost to cz!‘:?m:-

. while
displas's.

FORWARDS!

One hardly knows what to sa;
attack. Rennie's return lto th; néu‘lﬁ:ﬁfx’ﬁ
goals and he was
butt of most of the discontent cs“( :g:
crowd. It appeared to me that he did
“0"',‘;3“5." his knee, and now and then

there was no enthu-

sald.
Tecepits, £351

Ball was won by Basil §j 38, Hol-
land-road, Luton.” Ticket 56343,
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