READING

ing result at Reading on Saturday,
when Luton Town were defeated by the
same margin as last season. Affer enjoy-
ing the better of the exchanges for two-
thirds of the game, Luton fell away, and
Reading, taking advantage of their chances,
scored twice in the last ten. minutes to
make. a' result that might have been re-
versed on the actual run of the game.
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KIRKWOOD had the pleasure of scoring
in his first League game for the Town, a
reat leadey from a centre by Pease fol-
owing a spell of brilliant play by the
Luton forwards and halves. In contrast
to the stylish play of the Town, the attacks
of Reading were of slap-dash character. but
they served to equalise, NEWTON heading
through unexpéctedly when Fielding, by &
long Kkick, placed the ball i the Town
goal area.
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These were the only eoals of the first
half, and although Harford had o
make great saves in order to frus-

EIGHT THOUSAND people saw a surpris-‘

frate, Newton, Oxbury and Butler, the
Reading goal had far more escapes. Whit-
taker made very good saves, while Pearson
was wrongly given' offside on receiving the
ball at close quarters from an opponent,
and all he had to do Wwas to shoot into the
net. Hayhurst and his backs had to fight
“desperately to keep the Town out. but did
so, and the teams crossed over on level
terms after a strenuous first half.
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. The Town should have-taken the lead
in the first minute after the 1'esumption.i
for Whittaker was robbed by Pearson after
he had saved close to the upright, and in
the scrimmage Pease lifted the Dball over
when a goal seemed certain. Play was
in favour of the Town for some  time, |
though Reading’s raids were always dan- |
gerous owing to the opportunism of the
forwards. Both goalkeepers were in action
often, but there was_better packing of the |
home goal than of Luton’s.” and although
the defenders grve away & 1ot of free kicks,
they kept the Town out,
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Reading took the lead twenty minutes
after the restart when, following an appar-
ently harmless attack on the left, the bhall
went to NEWTON, and his shot glanced
Ooff Mackey's head into the net, Harford
having 1o chance at all, Encouraged by
this, Reading had the bettér of the game
for a time but were beaten back, and the
Town attacked persistently, but could not
find a shot that would Dbeat Whittaker,
Their goal had narrow escapes, and there
was always a chance of a point until the
g'gferee[mude a sad blunder that put Read-
ing safe.

Following a corner-kick against the.Town.
the ball was headed out and the Town
defenders moved forward, leaving Newton
alone in the goalmouth. The ball came
back, and NEWTON put through, the
referee allowing the goal much to the sur-
brise of everybody. and none more so than
the scorer. Play had been rough for some
time, and the closing stages were very hot,
and from a° free-kick against the Town
McGOUGH headed the fourth goal, !

Though hardly comvarable with the
Town for scientific football, Reading won
because of superior fightin quality, and
second-half enthusiasm. ittaker kept |
goal well. and his backs and halves, though |
glving away many free kicks, achieved theiﬂ
burpose of keeping the Town from scoring |
more than once. Hayhurst was a promin-
ent figure in the home defence, and was
virtually the only one of the back divisions
to keep his game clean. Newton's leader-
ship was notable for opportunism, other-
wise the line showed no particular clever
ness until the issue was safe, and then, as
is usual, they could do all they were al-
lowed to do.

*

The Town were deserving of sympathy.
They put up a splendid game, and it xw’ﬂouls:l
be difficult, in spite of the score, to pick
out a weak spot in the defence, I cannot
recall when a. centre-forward scored three
goals agalnst the Town with McGinnigle at
centre-half, and he played really well in
spite of Newton's success. Kean and Fraser
were also in form, each combining with
his wing in many delightful movements,
Kingham and Mackgy d_very well with-
out any luck.. and Harford had no chance
wigh tlhe goals againﬁt him.

S clever as ever, Martin was not robust ‘
enough for the task of leading the forwards,
especially as ths home backs were handling
out. the rough stuff. Kirkwood and Rennle
played maenificently, some of the footwork
being positively brilliant, ang the wingers
got chances to shine. Only in the fin! g
was there a deficiency, and had there been
o thETon s, the MR wonaieRins
been reversed. - : e
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READING : Whittaker: Ridley, Rowe :
Johnson, Hayhurst, Wright : mfél v
Newbon, GRS Bladiag T Mo
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Referee: Mr, A. J. Spittle, Gravesend,
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‘w Reading : NEWTON (3),
i‘ i J_"’ : KIRKWOOD.

SUCCEED

Luton Unlucky in a Fierce Struggle

(By Crusader)
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