DISAPPOINTMENT

THRILLING FINISH SAVES A POINT FOR LUTON
PLUCKY VISITORS

(By CRUSADER)
LUTON TOWN 1
UIHEND UNITLD 1
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I)ISAPPOINAMENI ‘was  writ iarger and
er on the faces of Luton Town fol-

lowers on Saturday. They had responded
1o the efforts ol the alre(a.ou by v,umms up

onenlnn game, and my first hope lu thM.
they will not ‘llow this almpponmment to
damp their enthusiasm. I am going to say
thu\'. me Town played well, bu:. not nearly
as u.ey can and will play when
nave settled down e hard ground
nxm light ball tended to nullm the advantage
of choice of ground and to put Southend on a
more level footing, uud all credit to them,
they made full use it In several
respects they plnsed betler football, though
they did n s0 much pressing. What
they did. however‘ wnu performed with
belter method and underslandmg and that
was why they nearly w
GRIM DEFENCI
In their defence there was a ficrceness and
determination that scemed to
some  of the ‘Town iorwards.,
there not the ecessa:
reply to break down the will
opposition. It would not be correct to
that Luton had the better chances, though

threatening
. for they could not make the
chances 0 plain as were those made by the
visilors, and actually. the visitors shouid
have won the match on the superior oppor-
tunities they had. WNot all the vigilance and
agilitv of Preedy would have availed had the
Southend forwards shot better when they
had overcome the Town backs, and though
the visitors were probably content with a
point at the finish they would not have
been begrudged their success had they
taken both.
ANCES MISSED

After ll\e opening stages, In which
miged more than they ultimately
3 Bolll_h nd kan to ntrlk back ;
their backs lammed the ball hard and went
I the man without hesitation, and the
D in their tackling seemed to upset the
nmce of the Town attack. The \\snorn
wlnxeru moved manner that chill
the enthusiasm of the crowd, and the Town
backs were none too happy in their re-
sistance. Clark missed a great chance by
shootlng tamely wide when Mackey had
letely beaten by the bounce. l>ut
at v.he ot er end, Martin might havi
surceurul hld his head made contact m1~

rectly with a fine centre from Sam Bell.
III’I‘TI\(- Il\('k
here was Dlenly of life in the Town

middle line, and Fraser achieved brilliant
things ai this stage. Once he came rigl
through, and we looked for the first goal
from him. but his very hard shot cracked
the head of a defender and ced behind
The Town accepted this inspiration,
worked finely. and Russell a grand
run and wound up with a drive !hul almost
Lnocked off Wilson's head. At least. the

centre-hall seemed dazed for while
though others thought he was foxingz. and
had actually stopped the shot with his

bunched arms. Tnere werhe lively exchanges

Southend ag# n

had the goal almos. at their mercy just
afterwards, and Imled to score.

Town re-started quite stronsly
mough the only real threal came as

result of a free-kick, Bell hendmg wide when
Whitelaw was be owever, Southend

illams t! right —wing.
took me free kick, snaked the ball
e ground to Jones, who returned
then merc followed a neat triangu-
lar movement on the right * Oswald centred
right across rar out Ior
Preedy to get HNSO
headed a very nlce goul ' Fol 1low1nu a llnh\
skirmish by the Town, Somhend took the
? e in hnm:l lor some timg

)I' *l'.l‘h'l‘l‘

as some nme before the Town halves

Kot a grip on the game again, and then
l.here was more u'ouble for the visitors’
defence. Mar layed better. and in one
ruid he drlbbled rough and shot hard and
low. Whitelaw just managing to save at the
expense of a corner. Othcr corners followed,
but the pressure wu relleved and the South-
end forwards fought back vigorously. and a
fine effort by Clarl wns splendidly saved by
reedy, There was a touch of desperation
about the play of the Town now, and they
began to reply as vigorously as they were
recefving.  Russell bored = through,
Martin got too far under the ball ;
son was knocked off when he essayed to
reach the ball after Whitelaw had falled
to hold it ; and time after time the goal was
in danger. though not a good shot was put
in save for one drive by Tom Bell. which
"nnel:ﬁ saved '{nt the second attempt.

sitors  concentrated on defence.
and me Town hammered away from all

Kean was Duulnr in all he knew, while
key ds into the other half.
Wilson wau the mnlnstny of the opposition
at this stage, for enson was suffering
from n hara’ knock uusmlned in a clash
Hundreds of spectators were
round when the surprise came.
ned and. after evading two or
three opponents. sent the ball out to the
left ; Russell-whether he tried to shoot
r matters not—sent the ball
spinning rlong the e5munﬂ across the goal-

was well inside the goal : David Jack. the
Southend manager, sald that he would have
given a goal: and ut least a dozen
tators wno were immediately behind
oal asserted that ere wias no question
the ball bemng over the line. From
the Press box thatl also appeared to be the
ase, the rxeree Loo far from v.he
scene to see clearly, und s0 Southend got
the benefit of lnc doum which was quite,
nghl although it was hard on the Town 0 be

deprivea ol the victory. Nevertheless, they
would have been very fortunate to have
I'ad both potnts. and SCuthend deserved

nll xhe:, got for the magnificent display they

'l"ﬂ\\\ DEFE AN
Now a word about players.  Preecy
WAas In 1o way to blaine xor the goal againsc

h ade several very lne saves. and
his hnudl)ng of the ball, if it might have
been cieaner on Lwo or three occasions,

generally was very g He

drm span, and he came out and punchea
clear wheéu nccessary.  Mackey Wus 1hoL
comlortable against a lively wing, and the
best chances 1or the visitors came when
he was bcaten by the bounce and spin
of the bail un the hard turf. Reece pluyed
splendicly, was sure in kicking and tackling,
and will take of moving from the
position. in front of him was the best
wli-back on tne field In Fraser, who gave
@ brilbant exhibition, and the forwards

has a big

:noum have made bcuer use ol the support
he
pl

ana  Keau provided. he captain
yed betier than at mc I)et.,llmlng ot hxq
son, though there was not ~n
rlungular work wth his right mng
have
usual, .
could’ (be third-back game us
eflectively as did Wilson. He will improve
t) 1:‘.'3‘:wwmg

orker .us

T orwards
In(h\‘nlunllv the
wis a lug ‘n( ot
the pace arl’ the
slow  be
tion W
Sam Bcll
@ moderate
the second.

\ull togcther.
hings, but
undu’sl.xudllll{ and
line was made 10 appear

\\ ere never
did  good

tackling of the opposi-
determined.
after

£0 cnergetic  un

‘enlred well, 'md Martin
first_half, played
Stephenson was clev,

have to find another yard of puce. and his
nrst experience of Third Dlvmou football
will have taught him a lot : 'S NOW

that there is even less cercmony in this
s.nme than in the top class. He and
good runs. and will dumnge a lot ot

dclencex The latter threate two or
thee tunes 10 win the nmu_h oﬂ his own
at

A
but Southond evidently kncw him, and
not give him too much scope. 0!
was a trier, as usual.
thluk of lhc fray, but he had lew chances
for a shol, as Wilson invariubly bobbed
up at ‘he Wrong moment for the attacker
and hlmked hls wauy.

did
Bel always in the

THE VIN
S::umend s dcreucc was \(ry suoug
Apart fromr Wilson, there ther

i ot
piayer ol unusual physical propnruons. Dui
€very man was a fighter. game and even
ficree in lacLan recking unothing of the
will of the cpposition, and wreckirg assault
after assaule with grim zeal. Whitclaw did
not have such stin pmuosu ous as Preedy,
80 well proiecied was be by

including Wilson. Th:

stay ol the uefence,
In savance ci his
fucly.  but  often
penalty the laws of
played qood lO'\(b'\Il
of the u

arely dia ne piay
Willlams pleyved
\:-unss €5

th2

n
g d Oswald and Clark wrre
clever little ng rs.Johnson did net ha
more chancis than Bell, but required a m».
of _watching

The aitendance was 12.263. and the
receipts £684 5s. Thls was a splendid sena-
off from the supporters, and it be
hoped that it will be mainiained, and
incressed..

= ————

LONDON COMBINATION

Watford R;;v—es v. Luton
Town Reserves

A good crowd antic.pated a keen game
for lLie openiug maten o Lne $2asoi.  4ae
d_and uneven. ana it
. ‘the
pmsers were unable 10 get tne bail properiy
under control. and tne spectalors nept cry-
ing to them 1o keep it on the ground.

watfora set me pace, and weze vely fast,

tae first in action, and neided
the ball cle.ml) puncaing ou. several aan-
Kerous centre

It was mlu ten minutes belore Luton
got away. ana Rennie had a snot, bui was
well wide. Lnayne Was using hus neaa weil,
and Hunt was bottled up. Cook was slow
game for Luton, and
the wingers were starved for passes. ‘ine
quickness of Watford showed Luton to be
@ poor combination, and it was ouly occa-
slonally Luton got away. ‘The haii-backs
were running out of position and leaving
Knughnm and Coote 10 bear the pbrunt.

atford scared after
through LANE. who was playing a very
clever game n ‘inside-right. _Tne ball came
sser 1arolm the rignt wing too high for Coen
reach

minutes

for Lane to score wilth a
aropping shot just under the bar.
Luton plaved better after this, and
Hackett worked hard and with any amount
of pluck. The inside forwards tried hard

heat began to have an_eflect on some oi
lhg pllyera. and all of them wcre ready for

Halx ume
RES. LUTON TN. RES. 0.
The second half wu just as keen, with
Luton having a full share ol the game, and
the wing halves taki the Watford
inside forwards and the full-backs cmermz
the wmnrs. the Watiord team-work fell oft

momél :p\:llwn tried to reach it, T m Blell
it. but twulhln:lv lt uirmed under thelr
feet : ud up the situation
and v.a hlt with terrific force,

rncod l
and W¥ltclaw «‘illved in vain,

Then came the hottest period of the
game, and the Southend goal had escapes
3 ball was swunu
across goal from side v.c side, and !here
was a packing of the goalmouth : the Town
forwards and halves flung themselves into
the fray. but as strenuously the
Southend back, klcking

he
the unrlvhl level with the goal-line, went
along behind the goalkeeper's swaying legs.
and careered oul near the farther post
The Town players rushed to congratulate
Stephenson. and the  spectators  were
jubtlant. the referee shook his head
and refused to allow the goal. That was
a minute from the end. and there was

the match the Town players were
unanimous {n their claim that the ball

Sstill me Luton wingers did not make
Eround as they should have done. especially

rown, whose great sj should have car-
riued him past the tford defence easily.

Hutchison was clever -ud wn.h R.enme
played well up nt, never
nnished well. Huckeu still trled hlrd and
had bad luck when he vu knocked off the
ball in the act of shootin

Hutchison went through md was brought
down in v.hc penalty #rea, but the claim
was disallows

Watford w.ll\!e(\ that second goal to make
surc of the points, but Coen. Coote. Kin

ham and Thayne defended well. Coen made
& remarsable save when he put one shot
over me bar.

was a worker. he and

but l{mxh

Bcck wando*ed t0oo much.  After 25 min-

utes. McHugh was penalised for carrying,
and Brown nl:\z‘ ;1 the free kick so accur-
ately that COOK dashed in und headed a
great goal A minute later Cook 1ook

deliberate aim, but. luckily for Watford, it
hit a defender. and 1t was scrambled away

Result:—
WATFORD RESFRVES wis 1
LUTON TOWN RESERVES 1



