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Luton Co Down Gallantly at
Burnley

(By ' CRUSADER ")
LUTON TOWN failed to repeat at
BURNLEY the fine performance they

hﬁd given to dismiss Chelsea from the F.A.
Cup Competition,

To their defeat the main contributory
causes were the compulsory reorganisa-
tion of the defence, which, while play-
ing as well as could be expected, failed
to appreciate the incisiveness of one
ylayer in the Burnley attack, the eentre-
forward, Cecil Smith
Had the Town defenders been as alert

as was he, then Burnley would not have
scored a geal.

* * *

b‘ACING the bitterest of north winds,
plowing very strongly almost straighv
down the very heavy piten, Luton dld
remarkably wetl to be on even verms at
the change-over, and so well huad they
playea that, on eyvery hand, was heard
the opinion that Burniey were beaten.
Even the Burnley players themselves
thought so, but they turned out to prove
that all these ideas were wrong, and to
their duferent methods, their aelerimina-
tion and whole-heartedness, aided by
rather loose play in the Town defence,
could victory be attributed.

* * *

PLAY was even in the early stages, each
goalkeeper having anxiety, buc it was
a shock 1or the Luvon supporters ac the
ena 0l nine minutes wihen tne home team

tock the lead. 1t was a rataer gsoig goal,
although the  scorer, CHCIL  SMiLlH,
aeserved pralse tor the way he slipped

amollg the laltering rown uefenders, and
shot the balt past Ccen, whiie the lavver
was hali-waiting tor one of his colleagues
to clear. 'Lhat lead was snort-lived, how-
ever, 10r SL1uPHENSON, who had been a
trying proposition to Burnley 1irom the
start, maue & determined eftort, and
although momentarily checkeq, recovered
the 'bail to shoot a grand goal from ove
20 yards’ range. ;
: % ok *
I’I‘ was & hectic struggle right to the

change of ends, the pall travelling very
quickly, and the Town backs and halves
showing such determination that Coen had
not a great deal more work than Scott.
1ndeed, the best chances went to the "L'own,
and clever work by Ball and Stephenson
gave Roberts two openings, Scott saving
finely on each occasion, ‘I'he second save
was the best of the afternoon, itor the ball
appeared certain to find the net right away
from the goalkeepes, when he dived and
deflected it.

* *

THE Town were playing better towards
the interval, and giving the home
defence a lot or trouble, and it seemed
likely that they would gcore several times
but "Richmond and Waterfield defende
amely, and so the teams crossed over on
evel terms. %
"~

THERE was another story in the second

muc}tllal%ett'}}#rme% szvhung the ball about
er, an ey were nger

almost from the kick-oﬁs.] S

The Town players failed to a})precmte
the value of quick and lusty clearances
that would enable their {forwards to
}xﬁ}j:}kethx‘)';']ol‘,zre.s&.1 su;gé \l\é'hﬂe-l there were a

8 near urnle; oal,
were more at the other end.'v RO Pae

The culmination came when Hornby got
across a low centre right into goal; Coen
seemed to have the ball safe, but he was
ﬁgged by Cecil Smith, and lost it, and

CK, who had closed in, 1]z
to score easily. ‘ n, wag able
oy % o .

HE 'Town played well against i
T reverse, Fraser .especially doing spfgrlﬁ
did work, but the forwards did not carry

on so well against a defence that was:

THE ' CUR

always confident and strong, and, although |
several shots were made, Scott had no un-
Sote task.  Burnley's third soal also came |
as a result of a lapse by the Town defence. |
The ball was swung over irom the right,
and Coen appeared to turn it aside it
was returnea in front of goal, and no one
could kick clear, with the result that G.
BROWN shot hard i};(-to the* net. |

7

THE Town never gave up trying, but they
were always playing against the collar
after this. Scott made a few good saves,
notably twice when he lifted the ball over
the bar, but chances were missed,
Crompron being at fault two or three
fimes. ©On the other hand, Burnley, when
they got away, gave Coen plenty of work,
and it was not unti] the last few minutes
that the Town looked like saving the game.
Grompton missed a good chance, but, later,
dribbled across to the middle of the field
and drove in a magnificent shot which |
Scott just touched cn to.the bar, whence
it ‘rebounded.

* o *

'[‘HIS was about ‘the last incident worth
: note, and the game ended with Burnley
their second-half display.

ood winners on 3
%hey had  taken advantage of their
* *

opportunities.
COEN made some good saves, but was
blameworthy on au least two of the
occasions when the home team scored.
Nevertheless, he has been such a  grand
goalkeeper that one could gympathise W th
Dim on this occasion, especially as he cclild
hot have had a great deal of confidence
in the changes that had been made just
in front of him, though I hold the view
that they were the hest thay could he
made in the %%ircumstances.
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THAYNE did not let the side down as a
full-back, although I am.  sure every-
body prefers to see him operate at centre-
halt.  Smith pug up a very useful game,
but was not so sure in his tackling as he
usually . is,- aad his -kicking * again “lacked
strength and direction. Brown and Fraser
played fine football at half, and the latter
was again at his pest, and strove valiagtly
to pull his -team together ‘when things
were at their worst. McGinnigle played
hard as ever, and was a trier all the time,
put had & war*m hallslefm m*Cecn Smith.

THE forwards were not so well together
as usual, and the right-wing pair .did
not play nearly so well as in the previous
round. The best work came from Ball,
who was not given much elbow room by
W. Smith, put managed to give his left |
wing a lot of work. Roberts played’finely
all through, his best game to date, and
Stephenson put up a really good exhibition
again, and, with any luck, this pair mighu
have won the*match_.* %

BURNLEY would, prohably have been well
beaten had the Town been at full
strength, and they owed a good deal to
the luck of the draw, which gave them
the advantage of playing at Turf Moor,
which, as someone said, wanted more turi.
Scott was & capable goalkeéeper, and the
backs were sound. The middlemen were
all hard workers, and of a fast, if not very
brilliant attack, G, Brown was the pick,
for he was a craftéman of first class. The
asttendance was 26,727, and the receipts
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Smith (C.), Hancock, Brown (G.)

LUTON TOWN A SE TR RS SN )
Stephenson. '

BURNLEY —~Scott ; Richmond, Water-
field ;. Brown (J.), Smith (W.), Robinson ;
Hancock, Brown (G.), Smith (C.), Hornby,
Downes. : ;
LUTON TOWN.—Coen ; Smith, Thayne ;
Brown, McGinnigle, Fraser; Crompton,
Bell, Ball, Roberts, Stephenson, !
Referee.—Mr., H. N. Mee, Nottingham,



