FOOTBALL
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NELSON'S MASTERLY GAME

By CRUSADER)
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(Lancy
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J e~ Davies *W.) Wallers, Lane, anm
LUTON TUWN —Cocn M(K(’) Smith
b . Nelson, Fello . Crompton,
A Bull Roberts. sup enson.
¢ L Boulstridge. Tumworth
e say  that everyone of the three
lh"l\hn)ld followers of LUTON TOWN

who inude the journcy to WATFORD was
delighited 1s to draw 1l muldly. They gave
vent 1o their happiness in uno uncertain
and they had the greater satisfac-
of kno Mux that there was not the
slightest fluke about !he victory ¥ was
tully meritea m tvery ay. fol r lhc Town
were the better side fore and af
A LUDICROUS DECISION

There were two flaws in the game from
a critical point of view. he lown sud-
denly developed a laziness when they had

scoréd thetr third goal., and only six
minutes remained for play. It might have
broved fatal in  conjunction with the

udicrous decision of the releree in award-

g o penally kick against Mackey. Happily

the penaity kick fatled and that was only

poetic justice, for il should never have

been  nwarded. me eree

Roulstridge recognised & feature on which
¥

the . laws are very emphatic — tha
charging 18 permitted, and especially
clean shoulder charging such as Mackey

gave. 'There was neither Fusn nor violence
about the charge, and I shared the opinion
of the Town players in regard to this
incident and oue or two other decisions.
game begau aL & pas that was
bound to teli on the players and, after
2 hot and thoroughly enjoyable first half,
it was not matter for wonder that

several of the players appeared to have had
through

enough  midway second

us

by xne excellence of their general under-
standing. Team spirit and team work
combined with much brilllant footwork

kept the home team busy on defence for
long stretches. and the balance of play
each half was with the winners
WATFORD GAME

Watford played hard enough: somc of
their players showead skiiful control, and
me ﬁuhlng considering the deceptive state

give Coen a tithe
of_the task that reh to Mcurex

Before the ground was cut up at all
the ball skidded along the suriace very
:‘I’\;‘\rnl{ and. in the opening stages Balil

ce tr

led to z{ve hig le(t :mz a chance.
sli

but the ball e pl(ch at a
great *mce and t.mvolled over the goal-
line. There was an early thrill wheu clever
work on the Town

right wing brought a
good centre by Llartin, and gall

Ly the Town kept the Watford defenders
m trouble. but Brown kicked strongly,
and Woodward played hls customary hard

and honest game. A characteristic burst
by Stephenson ook )mn right through,
and, within a yard or two ol the post,

he turned the ball across, but Bail could
hit it properly. or there must have
been a goal : McLaren was able to clear.
Watford fought back gamely, and Jones
forced corners, for he had too many guns
for Smith, and Nelson had to rumn across
and intervene two or thrce times. Coen
punched away in great style one flag-kick,

but the ball remained in the vicuity ot
the Town goal for a little while. though
there was no opening for close-range
shot When the Town travelled to the

other end, Crompton pushed the ball for-
ward, and Stephenson was uxacovevcd in
the outside-right position .
men. but was held up by a third.

“ HANDLING " MISSED

Big kicking by the home bhacks was well
countered by the Town delenders, and
then u\me a deliberate handling the
ball by Findlay. but, apparently, the

rexeree {hought that 1t was tcidental, and
e offence, which evoked roars of
)nughlet {rom the went un-

t

Town defence had

alert at this stage. and Nelson surred the

Luton followers by his superb work in

exmcnunz his side from dlchumes and
utting his forwards on the attack. H

the interval

LUTON TOWN
WATFORD
The Town restarted strongly, and for

some minutes the home goal was constantly
McLaren saved well after Brown

OW-
came without further

the Watford

Crompton had some fun at the expense of
Lewis, who fouled the winger.

MCLAREN THE MAINSTAY

The free kick was cleared. but the Town
right came again, Roberts sending the ball
out nicely, and from Crompton's centre Ball
headed over, with McLaren a loi

i !

Roberts and Fellowes while on
wing, Finlayson and Martin were_getting a
lot of work out of Crompton. ¥ew
minutes it seemed all Luton, and the home
halves wer: Ifnlust the sweeping
attacks, much work falling upon Brown and
Lewis. while Woodward played strongly at
third bnck

et again McLaren saved his goal, follow-
ing a dellghlrul left-wing advance. in whicn
the comtbination of Roberts and Stephenson
couid not be ﬂlog ed, he as
centred squarely by Roberts.

rully Then there was an awkward swervmg

the defence. ste}whenson closed

it stole

past lhe upright, wih McLaren awkwardly

situated.

CROMPTON'S
Macke

GOAL
was prominent with fine clear~

cK.

- ;‘\ll)sh'hsnm’ggleTntéén'éoa?.%ro\xxhL a free
kick which Fellowes 30!
2\ﬂxltl KC:R}.?I o‘;f;hlotgo CROMPTON
o it B8 Rl bt
McLaren beaten all the

CLOSE Tllth

Wright caused a diversion by neat
on the home left, but Nelson ylenmcl ;vl‘é{lk
and Coen handled neatly in another

edvance. Long passes from wing to wms

shot that nearly beat the
gonxkeeper who managed to knock the ball
Qver the bar. Nelson came well up to give
his forwards a hand. and they responded
well, Ball shooung just wide.

KNOCKED OUT
Watford came again with great spirit, al

s called upon several times. wh\le
kicked strongly, and

Vo Bnoot.
replied. and Roberts tool
drove in a terrific shot whlch struck Wood-

*
£
i)

he had to receive attention. hete
dln er at the other end when a miskick
ackey let Wright through. but the

(ull back made a ﬂne recovery and cleared
the resultant flag-kicl
ROBERTS ON THE !\IARI{
Again the Town swarmed
and the forwards had the home defenders
all dnzed by zhe qulck pmﬂr on the nlh'.
ton umr ded
or BO hm‘l] tr:ken
up the inside-right poslt\on m crash home
a tremendous shot thai McLaren hardly

to the attack.

FIFTH CONSECUTIVE VICTORY

saw. Watford replied again with determina-
tion, and rearranged the attack, bur the
worst that came was an overhead kick by
W.:\ners that Coen had plenty of ume to
field and clear
‘The Town raced away ugaln and the third
1 came unexu rteul Stepl

Ball's head got there and sen. it

custodian : one of the defenders seized it
with both hands. but it was well over the
line, and the referee pointed to the centge.
WATFORD'S SPIRIT
With six minutes to
done, but they should
allowed to get through as they did two
minutes after the Town had scored. There
was slackness among the Town players, and
the ball was centred from the nzm. with
the defenders all awry. and LANE took pos-
session and beat Coen with a fast, low shot.
atford came again. and they had the Town
defenders on e nm [or a momcm buv.
when Jones tacea ur
came across and foiled mm wlth a per(ectly
square shoulder charge,

0. Watford were not

sounded the cnu of time.
NELSON THE MASTER

Coen had very little to do—not three
dlsv.urbmg efforts from the home forwards—
but he was cool and did ms work with neat-

ness and di tch Mackey again played a
grand game, his kicking mxd tackling bei! na
sure. and he also went out for the ball an

baulked the opposition. Smith did not
have auch a %ood for somehow he
seemed to lack his usual confidence, esueclv

ally in tackllnx. though he was op!

a "‘“{\ ?l
alves plnyed splendldly and gave

opponents little rope. elson pui up his
very best game to date. and Again and again
won_applause, not onlv for the 5urenm o{
his tackling, but also for the g
made of the ball. He was zhe outsundlnu
player at half. and that is a great
deal, for both Finlayson and Pe lowes |2) ayed
grand football. and were splendid both in
defence and attack
CLEVER CO-OPERATION

All the forwards did well, their co-opera-
uve work being fine. Not one could be

c{ 0 be above his fellows. and although
Ball found Woodwurd sticking very close to
him m the first half. he found a way to
lose his shadow in the second, and gave a
lot o( tmuhle VerY pleasing mdeed was

an

forwards might have been
but it was better than usual not forgetting

that the match with Newport was an ex-
ception.
WATFORI BEST

McLaren kept goal magnificently and
saved his side from a_ heavy defeat, but

he served Crompton rather badly when the
winger chnrged him 1airly. rown was the

better back. and played finely, though he
had his mnsler in Stephenson. Woodward
was the pick of the middle men, though he

confined himself wholly to the third back
ame. e did yeoman segvice all lhroui
g’he !orwnrds were often clever in midfi
but they had few chances to test the ability
of Coen

Attendance 14,704 : receipts £852 2s.




