ain
eds
ey
he
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ey,
e ; (Bv. CRUSADER)
in,
GILETN GREPATNG S 88 0 ons e 2
o (Fisher, Doncaster)
= LUTON TOWN ... 1
ey (Martin)
re- LUTON TOWN.—Ccen ; Mackey, Smith ;
k=) Finlayson. Nelson, Fellowes; Crompton,
for [ Martin, Boyd, Roberts, Stephenson.
9® | GILLINGHAM—Holland; Turton, Lester;
Randle, Barrie, Hopkins : Tadman, Watson,
'as | Fisher, Duncan, Doncaster.
oi;t Referee—A. A. Horwood, Walton-on-
n- | Thames,

HOVV shall_we account for the amazing

lapse of Luton Town in this important
game? That they were well beaten cannot
be denied, and making all allowance for
the disorganisation that followed the
injury to Mackey, the Town never had a
real grip of the game. Conditions beat
them, and Gillingham, making light of
the difficulties of a sticky pitch and the
miserable weather, were entitled to the
spoils. Had it not been for the big rally
in the closing stages, when they certainly
did have much hard luck in Tfailing to
draw level, one would have said that if
elther team deserved to be at the head of
affairs it would have bheen »Glllmgh.am,
Wwhose first victory at Luton this was since
the war.

11

LOSS OF FORM
Lutoa's display was reminiscent of the
awkwardness and lack of understanding
that characterised .their play in the early
stages of the season, and there was a com-
blete absence of that fine balance and
sense of positioning that has meant so
much in their rise to the top of the table,
and in their splendid performances in the
Cup-ties, Where have these qualities gone,
3. [ Tor they have not been £o patent in the
matches they have played since they went

to Manchester?

11,

ARE PLAYERS S

LALE?

I think the answer must be that some
of the players are getting stale. . There
was a lack of pace and determination in
-their play, and nonc of the enthusiasm,
save in one or two instances, that has been
SO0 marked, - Players may be as keen as
ever ; indeed, I am sure they are, for they
were all unhappy about this defeat ; but
they mever abpeaved to he enjoying the
game as they were wont to do before their
exit from the Cup competition. On the
other hand, the Gillitgham players seemed
to be keyed right up to the occasion ; they
were speedy, confident, vigorous,' and
began ani. finished like a side that knew
they could wii.

This has been .the spirit 'so manifest
among the Town bplayers until the .last
few games. They will have to get it back
if they arz going to retain their leadership
of the League, and I think that there will
have to bo a little new blood transfusion in
order to allow some-of them to recuperate.

ot

—
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A WEAKNESS EMPHASISED

The fact that Mackey was far from
himselt was obvious in the' first half, or
he would never have heen beaten so often
by Doncaster, and Gillingham’s free dis-
tribution of the ball and variation of tactics
emphlsised the weakness. The Town flank
) | halves were often out of position, though

working hard, but they could not find the
powers of recovery that marked the play
of the opposition. Above all, there was
S0 frequently the tendency to try and
scramble the ball through the mud in the
middle, very much in contrast to the
swinging passes that Gillingham exploited.

GILLINGHAM LEAD

_._In the early minutes the Town had the
better chances from iast exchanges, -and
Stephenson failed to direct the ball pasy
[ | Holland at’ close range when he had a good
' | chance, _ Gillingham were very speedy, and
their wingers got the ball across weil, and
| @5 the gzame wore on, the narrower escapes
‘| came &t the Luton end, Mackey twice
blocking shots, and Coen being fortunate
to get the ball away. Boyd made several
delightful touches that had the opposition
guessing, but . befors he could get in a
shot he was covered up again,
visitors = deserved their leaqd

Coen
. The merit e goal
was that it came from perfect understand-
ing and co-operation,
ESCAPES FOR BOTH
In subsequent play the Town were on
top, and threatened the Gillingham guat
again and again, Stephenson again failed
fo aim straight when Roberts gave him a
delightful pass. but there was some lack
of punch ball was
the
o But Vs,il&ingh?llln
0 once Watson hit
the vost when with a little more accuracy
of aim l;etcotuld léatﬁlly have missed, for
o} he d
A I a away as it came
Was from the responsent raid that
the Town equalised, and the goal was
the outcome of the best bit of combination
e

were wunlucky, too,

beat the
centre-forward gave
2 bass. which he took on the run
and finally scored with a grand effort that
gave Holland not the slightest chance,
Give and take play followed. and each

goal was assaile ot
Mo dnter d Without success before
LUTON TOwN
GILLINGHAM 3

What - hopes there Wers
vt.lheh Town after changg ogtncﬁﬁv.gm\lwe%
anscked gomewhat When it was seen that
Ackey had to go to outside-right. and this
(24 ¥ %, i

GILLINGHAM’S JOY

FIRST VICTORY AT LUT(’)NV SINCE
THE WAR

TOWN TEAM OUT OF LUCK

1
led to a complete reshufiing
Crompton c to oursmé-xg{: uée[ team;
fon came i1 Roberts droppeq pecriens
ha 4 a

S0 to Tight-baey " UEht:

For some time the Visitors
v essive, and keot trying o e
o8l Shtask TLcTe Was Hothiit
attack by ei r
the Town got going. Ciheer Slde g

and
very hard luck, 1 en B?f]d hag
and crashed in a terrific shot which m-“gh‘ i
Holland under the chin R
hit a defender and
Holland was r t o e
lor: stoppage before Hopkins ¢

jer the ambulance men ca
1goi’tlkcml)_iir o Hol\vevcr. they. v
before Oobkins had a sing 0] 3 i

to show whether he could keep gppm“m"y

oal oy not,
DONCASTER SCORES

The Town attackea again, and ther

4 3 ® Were
a few hot struggles in the N

goalmouth, but there was no c(l!lnj}'xleég:“
siege. he visitors gave the heavy lmg
plenty of beot, and these tactics 'thvev}
the Town off their game, Again and
again, the visiting wingers, showing pjge

control and plenty of courage '
and centred or shot, Soerot througn
saves. He was 'ER,
however. when the visitors attacked hotly'
and the outside-left received g Dass whiey
he was quite unmarked, ran in and shot
zight away from Coen,

CONCENTRATION ON DEFENCE

There were twenty minutes to go
the Town had the better of the g.u%né cﬁ‘;&
ing this period. They attackeq Giten, bug
Gillingham concentrated on  defence
chiefly, and. when the Town had Cl Gnees,
they failed to utilise them  Stephensof
once had a glorious chance, but his first-
lime effort rose over the bar Fovd shot
directly into the goalkeeper's aands, and
Roberts headed over the bar.

In the last few minutes, the game being
extended owing to the several S1G) pages,
Martin _grazed the upright with : grend
shot; Boyd was robbed when ciose in:
and, a few seconds before the Whistle,
Smith came right up into the altack. and
there were dramatic bids for the equalising
goal ; once it seemed as if the Lell Liust
be got past Holland, but a crowd of
players lined the goal-line, ang the hall
was - beaten out. Two or three corlers
were forced without avail, and the end
came with the visitors good winners.

TEANM Ol'l" or rouvcu 5

Coen, Nelson. and Smith played well all
through, and they could not be blamed
at all -~ for the reverse. Mackey was
crippled, and seemed out of d:
the start. Finlayson found the ‘hurden'
too much, and, though he and Icllowes
helped their forwards a lot, they were not
so serviceable to the defence.  The for-
wards were never well - together at any
time, and there was. little combination:
The Gillingham backs ndoi)ted the rlght
methods when they kept close up to the
Town wingers, and Lester especially wiy
right ~on .ton of Crecmpton all the time,
In this respect they showed better strategs
than the Town defenders. 5

Stephenson was a constant trier, but he
Wwas poor in his finishing, and the ‘iustmve’
forwards ltwere given comparatively fe
opportunities.

Gillingham'’s attack was very fast, melg
the players swung the ball about bett n
and worked for each other far better, nn“
the team as a whole deserved thel
SuCCess.

There were 12,000 spectators and the
receipts were £684 15s. 6d.

HOW THEY STAND

AGUE 11 (Southern)

Coventry City o
LUTON TOWN 1 g8 4
Queen’s Pa 28 15 8 &1 46 34
Reading 17 11 e
Crystal Palace 15 9 535
Watford 13 8 2% 22 :
Brighto 1+ and Hove 28 14 10 2438
Boscombe .. 11 9 35 4230
Gillingham 12 10 6 45 425
lorquay United 12 12 HEE
Notts County 10711 37 b1 21
Millwall .. 10 31 28
Aldershot 10 12 28 3
Clapton Orient 26 10 12 438 8174
Bristol City . 27 12 16
stol. Rovers 2 13 T
Iforthampton 29 15 3 :
Southend United 12 30
Cit 13 :
28 14 642
14 841
714 -7 40
LONDON (-o.um.\n\’rm),F
L D
Portsmouth 3 ,%
Brentford ¢ 78
Arsenal 9 56
Swansea T 12 80
West Ham U. 13 7%
RewdIng " .o 12
Chariton Ath. 10 gx
Grystal patace, n g
stal Pal
eent’s Park R 115 02 4
veniry City 12
all -
14
11
14

rthampton ...
Southend United
Cmgton Orient
am

Brighton
Bol:glmbﬁ ¥

e %



