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~nﬂl5?°§m§§ Pearce, Brinton ; Hodge,

Lane, White, Randall.
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WN.—Coen ; Booton, Smith ;

i LUTSJN“ ’I}glson. Fellowes ; Rich Martin)

fﬂnl’iwém Stephenson,

:ﬂ‘;‘mm& 7. H. Whittle, Worcester,

oL CITY had won four of their
Jast five games at home, and drawn

'of the last six away. With conditions
n‘“ﬂ)ey are no team looked good for sue-
at Ashton Gate, and undoubtedly
,s”‘e were hundreds of people in Luton
e aistrict_who thought the Town would
g forfeit their leadership when the
ity bad finished with them.

Possibly some of the stories you have
| pead about the game have led you to the
inion that once more Dame Fortune
| Wlea more happily upon Luton than
‘lmn Bristol. Do not believe it. Honours
were fairly evenly divided in a grand game
considering the conditions, and the Town
| scored a great win because of their ability
| tp find @ little more stamina and resource
'when it was most needed.
qHE DIFFERENCE

The difference between the teams was
patent to anyone with experience of the
mme The Clty played flurried football ;
"tacing and lacing about at top speed

=

| kicking the ball harder than was necessary,
and rushing and tumbling into the oppo-

sition enthusiastically. And the Town
“sized up the strength of the attack and
the rashness of the defence so well that,
even though Coen had to make brilliant
" gaves, there were more narrow escapes for
the City goal than for that of the Town.

| RICH MOVES

i The City started at a rare pelt, and Coen
was soon in action, but he had time to
see the ball, for his collageues covered well,

| and yet gave him their confidence, and

| gllowed him to take the ball frequently
| when they themselves might have cleared
at some risk, Martin and Rich were soon

\doing things, however, and an early corner

L Wos forced, but, when this was cleared, the

. City hurried to the other end where the

* delensive play was cool and steady.

The first thrill came when a beautiful
?uss by Martin sent Rich clear, he
eft the opposition gasping as he tore in ;
* Wilson dashed out of goal, and the ball
flashed past him; he turned round and
b must have breathed his heartfelt thanks
10 see the ball rebounding from the side
net. Another foot to the left, and the

goil would have fallen.

ON IHE ACTIVE LIST
The City kept play in the Town half

b without threatening severely, and nearly
all the attacks came from the respective

- Tight wings. Hodge and Rich were well
| srved by their mates, and so Smith on

b the one hana and Bridge on the other were
kept on the active list. Strong and

* Ielentless tackling held up each attack,
but the game was cleanly fought, and there

| Fere few free kicks, while the goalkeepers

| ¥ere so well protected that shots from
¢ flose range were rare events.

- BALL DOES 1T

b So. play proceeded without either side
e i:lmug the upper hand until very nearly
0 Dt an hour had elapsed. ‘Then there
. ’l‘;ime a move for which we had been wait-
. U8 Stephenson had been almost quies-
‘%ﬂt, for Roberts strong and resolute, was
Javing right on fop of him. The full-hack
angoced oo far up the field. however,
oo either Martin or Finlayson drew the
Ce to the right then shot out a long
10 the left, tephenson took it in
of tride, left Bristol's Roberts right out
W the chturc. and scooted in until he
2 ﬂ:s Within a yard or two of the upright;
S weg Pearce made a desperate hustle, only
e o 0d the ball switched gentle to BALL,
| 110 tapped it past the goalkeeper.
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COEN'S SAVES
Coen’s ability

Town custodian

severely, tested very

n‘ rrogx ball
e forced, but
usually found the Town
igh first, and the ball was

R to punch away from fla
kicks was also useful, and for y] long tim%
he City refused to he repelled. Once
White drove across goal, and Lane deftly
turned the ball to the other side of goal,
but Coen was there and handed the ball
over the bar, hen the goalkeeper
snatched the ball off White's feet, and the
sporting crowd cheered the goalkeeper
again and again.

. The Town forwards were not idle. The
inside men assisted the defence well, and
when Rich darted through and lifted the
ball right across goal, Stephenson slipped
round the burly Roberts and came well in ;
Wilson rushed out, and the ball went past
him, and also past the goal, only a few
inches out of the right direction.

The City never relaxed their efforts,
however, and Coen brought off another
wonderful save when Armstrong shot
strongly for the farther end of goal, the
goalkeeper putting the ball round the post.
Play became rather vigorous, but there was
little fault to find n that respect, and
pure accidents resulted in Lane and
Morgan being hurt, and the latter had to
retire for a few moments.

BRILLIANT ATTACKS

Then came another escape for the City
goal ; Stephenson slipped through again,
beat’ the opposition, and lifted the ball
over Wilson’s head as the goalkeeper came
out; a goal seemed certain when Bridge
dropped in the place of Wilson and headed
out. The Town now took command, and
the City goal was assailed again and again
following clever combination. Martin and
Fred Roberts were prominent with skilful
footwork, and t}I"i!ﬁlayson and Fellowes
joined in the attacks. .

JOBaI took a pass from Rich, and was
right through, but the ball beat him for
pace at he finish, ilson made a
splendid save from Martin, and Fred
Roberts shot high. Then Finlayson beat
five opponents with wonderful footwork
and strength, resisting tackles and charges
until he was clear of everything, but his
shot as the goalkeeper rushed out went
just wide.
ALL SQUARE AGAIN o ;
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player managed to get his foot to ggetl?ag

jus fore Rich turned up 1o
%‘;;ttreb?rom Stephenson right on the goal-
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Three good shots were turned aside in
this way when the goalkeeper was com-
pletely beaten, and another went right

brought a lofty centre from Stephenson,
and Rich had run in just a yard too far,
or he could hardly have missed heading

a goal.
THE WINNER

When the winning goal came it was the
result of a grand bit of combination
between Ball and Stephenson. They passed
and re-passed their way right through the
defence, and Ball finally tapped the ball
forward for STEPHENSON to sprint__hard
past the City right-back and as Wilson
rushed out the ball crashed past him suin
high and raced round the Inside of the

net,

The referee, who was close up with the
play, promptly awarded a goal, but the
linesman flagged, and for what reason was
hard to say because every pass had beaten
a man, nd the City_right-back was right
between gonl and Ball and Stephenson
when the final pass was made, and bcti
players were behind the ball. The City
players made no appeal, but the yells of
the crowd round the linesman called their
attention to that oflicial, and they besought
the referee to consult him. He did so,
but shook his head and returned to the
centre.

A PERFECT GOAL

It was a periect goal, and there was no
real question of offside, but immediately
the game was resumed Rich forced Bridge
to put the ball over his own goal-line.
The same linesman was on the spot, but
pointed for a goal kick, although the referee
was walking to the goal for a corner kick,
but he accepted Lhe flag, and this time
awarded a goal ki

City trled hard to break through

cIevel move \vxth Stephenson
COOLER AND MORE METHODICAL

The game was well won by the cooler
and more methodical side, especially in
defence. Coen was superb, and the
difference between the two goalkeepers was

that Coen was on the spot and saved, while

Wilson time after time rushed out of goal
and saw the ball fly past him and miss
narrowly. Booton and Smith both played
finely, though I slull thml; they allow the

h

on- the back his neck, - but played so
whole-he'\rtedly thnh n; might have been
a spur instead of check.  Nelson's
steadiness, perhaps sml a little too
deliberate at times, rounded off a sturdy
and unyielding defence, and the Kkicking
all round was of good length and sure.
Booton often defeated the oppositxon by
an unexpected stab with the left foot that
robbed an individualist and sent the ball
to his own forwards.

ATTACKING SPIRIT

Finlayson and Fellowes were some tim
before they got. the hang of things m
defence, which confirms my opinion that
the backs are hanging too far back, but
poth did splendid work for their forwards,
particularly in the second half. Rich and

change of ends, but afterwards Roberts
and Stephenson were at their best, and
their spectacular rung and passing
menaced the City goal very severely.

Stephenson had no luck whamver with
his shooting, or he might have had nearly
half-a-dozen goals, so often did he heat
the goalkeeper. Ball worked hard and led
the Iine capitally, and clstnhuted neatly,
and Rich, again ably fed by Martin, fully
conﬁrmed my view of his first match that
he is just about the hest wmger we
have had since the day of Sid Hoa
CITY WORKERS

jlson had a tremendous lot of luck

for few goalkeepers could have hoped

for the goals that beat m, e
plaged his _customary hurly-burly game,
ing about and kicking _strongly,

taciling despemtely. t0o, but he had e
than he could hold in the second period.
rldge was less conspicuous, but did well

and all the halves werc quick and resolute.

I jiked Morgan quite as much as Brinton,
for he was very clever in feeding his
forwards, and Pearce was stubborn as
ever at centre-half,

Hodge played his best game yet against
ugga Eown. but Lane was the pick of the
attaclk.
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