FIREWORKS
DISPLAY
AT LUTON

By A.J. Webb

Luton 4, Walford 1
I,‘IREWDREE at Luton. Football fire-
works and the Guy Fawkes variety.
Every time the home team scored some-
one threw a lighted squib on to the
field, and when Payne completed his hat |
trick they fell faster than at a Crystal
Palace display.
How they idolise Payne st Luton! * Gond Old
Joe* 18 on everybody's tongue as soon as he

gets anywhere near the ball and. whatever the
result, so long as Payoe scores cveryone il

o

is frenzy of hero-worship is almoat on par
with the fathomless lervour of converis ai =
Revivalist campaign and ye¢t, to & great exient,
he is well worth It. for there ia no betler
shot in the whole League. Hiz regord of 15
goals, including three hat-iricks, i $Dine
mutches speaks for iisell.

Only his deadly accuracy gave Luton the
spoils, for aithough the rest of the line worked
hard their aheoting, particularly Blephensons.
was sadly at fault, Also, durtng the firat haif
hour, the home team played some awful stuff,

Defence Default

Passer wen! asiray, ghrm were disposseased
with ehildish ease, snd the defence weérs about
ten minutes lmte with their tackling Watford
were 8o well on top that if anvolue had suggested
that Lutoan waou have won 4-1 he would
hiave been clamped In & sirait-jacket

Walters. Barneit afid Devan put in inhumer-
able shots that celled for all Dolmean’s ingenuity
and when Barnet! st last did beat him miter
about 20 minutes it looked like the beginning of
a rout: for Lutonm gave no Sign ol sMAring
under the seibuck and W. Duvies delighted the
thousands of Waiford supporiets with some fne
wing play

Then came Luton's pariial revival, when
Ball, during thetr third atiack, barged his way
priween Armstrong and O°Brien 'o beat Mclaren
from I8 yards. but shortly alterwards thera
came an incident that threalened Lo ubDset
Luton enmpletely

Nelson. their brilliant captain. cut his inngue
during a tackie. sand the loss af blood mnd
nauses made him & mere Pessenger

He did not tiirn out with the rest of the team in
the second half but came an the Held ten minutes
lute. after having had three stitches put into
the ecut. which ran down the centre of his
tongue for an inch and = hall.

Watford’'s Shock

He was still obviously 1ll, and had not the
rest of the team produced that amazing reserve
of stamina it would have meant Luton's eclipse
They were a different team sltogether aind Wat-
ford had the biggest shock of their Lives,

Luton, moreover. might have had two penal-
tles. one for hands snd another for s foul by
McLaren on Payne In the Intter case. how-
ever, the ball musl have been out of play. buf at
any rate Mclaren received 4 very severe Wig-
ging frem ihe reieree.

This one incident apart, the game was plaved
i splendid spirit considering the clrcumstances

Hundreds of sapectpiors climbed to the roof of
the stand and hundreds more Were accom-
modated outside the enclogure. but the gate of
a0 588 with receipis more than EI 200, was not
& record

Luton. —Dalman: Markey, Smith: Finlayson, Nei.
som. Fellowes, Hodge, Pavne, Ball. Roberts. Slephen-

N

Wallord —MrLaren, O°'Brien, Woodward., Morgan
Armsirong. Heed, Davies (W 1, Barmetl, Walters,
Devan, Hurst



