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ARDIFF CITY"S

,“‘AD‘EFENCE COLLAPSED

] A Word For

Luton’s Backs

(By CRUSADER)

LUTON TOWNE SR x Wi Lo

Payne 4 (1 pey e
i, bewn.), Stephenson 3.

. CARDIFF CITYy i
et sreedena
LUTON.—Dolman: Smitl
5 Jolman; D E rdl;
le)laysou, M Ginnigle, Fellowes: Hléntx))lft;lct}l:

awes, Payne, Roberts, Stephenson.

CARDIFF.— Poland: Mellor, M’

¥ A 2 lay;

g;clholson‘ J. Smith, Godfrey; Px"gsléoatyt'
albot, Melaniphy, Walton, Pugh. !

Referee.—D, Gamson, Kidderminster,

In the early stages of the 10X g
Wwere three things that bothegraec;e utllt:el:
£00od deal. One was the referee, who
mlsseq a number of infringements that
were infinitely - worse than some he es-
bled; another was the manner in which
the Luton backs were leaving- acres of
ground for the Opposing wingers; and the
third was the tendency of the Town
Dblayers to keep the ball in the middle
Where the mud was thickest,

Of the first it may be said that a 1 :
recognition of the linesman ix;]xp)x%r{}ee(ll
matiers, and of the third that the Town
began to recognise that it was better to
keep the ball Wwhere there was turf, so
that there ‘was a better foothold, and I
Sig?\lnx?c sm-te tllmt this had not a great

2 \ore to d i Vi G
o 0 with the victory than

FAULTS OF THE BACKS

Of the second, well, T have hammered
at this again and again, ana shall con-
tinue to do so until the Town's backs
adopt the plans of other backs who have
been successful against us—playing so
v(-_lusv un to the wingers that they have
little time to get the ball under control.
On grounds such as that of Saturday

Wwe saw both Smith and Hubbard slither
on the mud when they were about to take
Off for a tackle, and the result was that
the opponent had the ball under control
before a tackle was made, and in such
clrcumstances. the odds are always with
the man in possession. When the Town
backs did play close up they were usually
sharp enough to win. but they were too
often beaten for my liking.

A DIFFERENT SPIRIT

Having got rid of that phase of anxiety
the next thing is to ask why there was
such a difference in the Town attack.
Some supporters have a disposltion to
throw all the blame on the slowness of
the City. backs. Perhaps they were not
exactly “even timers” in a sprint. but
men - of the standard of Mellor and
M'Aulay .are supposed to have the' judg-
ment to repair any lack of speed. If they
were " slow. so also were the half-backs,
2ud the root of the trouble for Cardifl

was the different spirit that animated

the Town team—the  attack - in
particular.

Once they were really together, and
kept up the rhythmical movements goal-
scoring was comparatively easy, and the
question to be asked is whether they are
going to maintain that quality.

There has never been better punch.
determination or  such wvnderstanding
among the Town forwards, and they
were able to make full use of the excel-

received from the flank
es. Finlayson and Fellowes, who had
a big part in the success.

OTIHERS BESIDES SCORERS

It is all very well to go into ecstasies
about goal-scorers, but those who make
possible the attacks should be remem-
bered cuite as much. It is the job of the
halves to pave the way for attack as well
as foil the opposition, and that is what
“the Town fHank halves did, and the City
were overwhelmed because the forwards
carried through efficiently the work of the
men - ing support. 5 ? f

There was not the slightost indicatiox
in the early play that  anything sensa-
tional would ocecur, unless, indeed. it was
that the Town would fail in their main-
tenance of the hundred per cent. for home
games.

DEFENDERS INSPIRED FORWARDS

Cardiff, started with fine ideas and
clever play. and, if anything, were the
more dangerous in the first fifteen
minutes. Their forwards showed fine
speed and determination, shot at the

slightest opportunity. and got plenty of
power behind the ball. Dolman made one
luckv save, although he deserved praise
for the manner in which he advanced tc
cover Prescott’s shot. M'Ginnigle won
avplause several times for his tenacity in
Melaniphv. and it was largely the spirit
of the defenders that inspired the for-
wards.
However,
Stephenson

from the moment that
decided that he could hold
the b and beat - Mellor- at close
aunarte) there was a potency in fthe
Town aftack that Jaid the foundation
of success. -
Payne was luckily foiled when in char-
acteristic fashion he rushed through and
shot from point blank range, the ball
beineg turned aside in a desperate tackle.
and Dawes failed to take a grand chance
provided by Payne.

TYPICAL PAYNE GOAL

Then Stephenson hugged the ball. close
and dribbleg well through before passing
1o PAYNE; the latter.tricked Smith and
slashed home a terrific shlot with his left
foot—a typical Payne goal.

Pressur};pinmeased: Roberts was brought
down heavily as he took a -shot, then
Mellor handled, but the incident was
missed by the referee; next Poland made
a glorious dive and turned the balldo’gn
and Hancock tore in and banged har ler?:r
goal the ball swerving out to the L
again Poland got in the way of a teng 1cl
drive by Roberts, and though the ba

Sbun out of his arms, | it
f his 1S, he grabbed it again-
ﬁancock slammed in another stinvgb"‘}n“
he goalkeeper to save. ot

THE STUFF TO GIVE "EM

This was the stufr 1
Is 1€ crowd w
;\(x]xtd ’Il‘i‘.ngmtne as ;1, shock when thvean(giea/'
away to equalise. A free kick ick
should have been given to I, e
Cardiff, and before th oT et
had taken position ropetly asicders
b tak broperly -the i
éﬁg‘\gz&xéjds Io\vexiet through; PRIE%C(()J’;F”},‘
: ‘found two; or’ three players i
clu_clmg_ his own men, anc? tllx):l\lyell;t lfli]—
a gxlllcicakll)‘?t g‘{]lzlcl’} gave Dolman no clmncey
) 3 own restored the 1 J
Hancock forced ga corner i
geo 0 a 1er and [ro
ﬂag }\lcllt M'Aulay handled under '.hne1 bczlt)re
PADX?II\}D v kick was promptly awarded, and‘
E rammed in a low drive that gay
Poland no chance, Gt
5 The City defenders were losing
bz}l)gll'(l)l(l, but their forwards we’re just
as eager, .and M'Ginnigle came off i)cé(
n a rousing duel with Melaniphy within
three or four yards of the Town goal,
Talbq( tested Dolman with a- fine shot
i";la\g 11)enlsmlth headed out when Dolman
I no chance to get to the bz f g
Ing the. flag-kick. E i

their

DAWES' FIRST

The Town came again, and Payne was
fouled; the referee put the ball dead on
the penalty line for the free kick, DAWES
took the shot and hit the ball hard for
goal; Pz\.yne Jumped up and allowed it to
travel direct for goal: Poland had’ natur-
ally exvected a deflection by the centre-
fo_rwar(l. and was dismayed %o see the ball
stike the upright and glance into the net
Poland saved again and again before the
interval.

LUTON

CARDIFF

Conditions were better for the Towr
forwards in the second half, and they
soon made certain of success.

After a brief visit by the visitors tc
the Town goal, where Walton shot yards
too high, the Town came away on. the
left and Payne tried a first time shot from
Stephenson’s centre, but the ball skidded
out to the right. Again Roberts and
STEPHENSON went through. and thc
latter took the ball close in and whipbed
it into the net. Before the roar had died
down the Town were further ahead. Han-
cock was tripped by Talbot, and Dawes
sent the free kick nicely forward for Payne
to take in  his stride. and as Poland
rushed out to cover the acute angle
PAYNE turned the ball past him into
the net.

Once more the Town  left wing raced
through. and this time Poland raced out
to cover STEPHENSON. who had dribbled
close in. and again the goalkeeper was
beaten by a well-directed shot—three
goals within six minutes of the restart.

€1TY DEBACLE

It became a debacle for the City, for
the Town forwards went through {he
opposition with consummate ease, and
shots were driven in almost monoton-
ously,

Poland effected brilliant saves again and
again from all the Town .forwards, and
Dawes and Roberts had hard luck with
several shots. Now and then the City
forwards macde desperate efforts. but they
saw little of the ball unless they went
right back for it, as they often did.

The seventh goal came from
STEPHENSON, .who once more. driphled
the ball vcry cleverly past three oppo-
nents and then shot past the helpless
Poland.

The Town players were toying with the
opposition or there would have been more
goals, but now and then Poland evoked
more applause by his magnificent saves.
Hancock had been doing a lot of this
close work and losing the ball or allowing
the opposition to, gather in defence, but
he madce -possible the. eighth aoal very
cleverly. Sprinting hard past M'Aulav he
squared the ball- perfectly. and PAYNE
slammed it into-the net. 2

As time avproached the Town slackened

r. and yet still managed to keep
lors’ defence hard at work. but
a raid by the visitors Walton missed
a . good chance Dby shooting too high.
Poland made more saves before the final
whistle.

RELENTLESS M'GINNIGLE

At the outset I said enough in criticism
of the Town backs; -they improved as the
game wore on, and Kkicked well, and
Hubbard has now ' come into the first
flight” provided he will make closer con-
tact with the opposing wingers. Sn_1irh
played his . customary game. and rieht
or left position makes no apparent differ-
ence to him. Dolman had to make a few
good saves, and did his part well.

M'Ginnigle oplayed one of those
stubborn, relentless stopping games that
increases the respect of opponenis the
longer they have to play. and the
lengthy and dour Melaniphy. a very nse-
ful leader indeed, must have felt that

M'Ginnigle was as fough a leech as he

had ever met.

The Town pivot won by a handsome
margin the numerous tussles he had witH
the tall opponent, and he proved that
he is as good as ever. and the stronger
the opposition the more resolute he
becomes. s

Finlayson and Fellowes were splendid
in their support to the attack. better than
they were in defence even. but then tc
them attack was defence, none

and

worked harder.

THE RIGHT WING

/hen I have maintained . that Payne
wa‘s“; natural centre-forward others have
demurred—this ye?r—butlltxﬁxées‘gi :{t)\;

trong, always or :
et %md powerful * enough _ to

to distriblute,
n?eet shoulder with s.houlc:iend g{;sngg:ll;
were opportunist touches, an JDie. nearly,

had thrice the number. Dawes




than many onlookers thought, and if one
Or two of his very

fine shots had scored
he would have heen acclaimed,

Moreover, have done
better in the partnership.
I would not - run down  the old
Burnley vlayer. e has pluck, pace and
punch, and no lit(le cleverness but 1

hope in future e will ent out the temyp-
tation to _dribble across the field in o
Straight line,

ar better when having tricked one
obbonenf. to hit the bhall forward to col-
leagues than to keep on and on across the
field, making no eflective progress, He
did this often, hut when he did get on
with the move he showed splendid speed
and his centres .were al] that could be
Wished. I should think he is likely tc
hold the place now.
AND THE LEprp

Roberts has had his | crities, and stil
has in regard to his markmanship, al-
though he shot well enough in this game,
without any luck,

For the general play,
set. back and roh
initiate lelling attac well, e was the
best player on the field.

With  Stephenson showing far
energy than is his wont,
his match-winning mood,
the best display for many
only query left is if they will be the same
in every match. If the answer is in the
affirmative, then we need not worry about
Brighton or any other candidate for
promotion.
CARDINE

Poland was the outstanding player of
the County. He prevented a record score,
and could not be faulted -for a single
thing. Mellor and M'Aulqy)}ad a grim
baptism in the Third Division. They
were outclassed. The City halves were
also unable to hold the Town forwards,
but there was much about the City
attack that one could like. Their wingers
Wwere enterprising, and Talb»ot was a_very
fine forward, while Melaniphy is likely
to damage a few defensive records if he is
allowed much scope.

Attendance was just over 12,000,

the ability te
ponents, and to

roore
in what we call
this wing gave
a day, and the
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