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GRAND RALLY BRINGS
EQUALITY AND
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ESHEER _Illisforbune, .1 1MOSt I'11*1}113;‘
1 believe, prevented the Town adding
further to their laurels, although they
?em‘ned a lot of glory for their magnifi-
locent rally that enabled them to fLorce a
replay at Blackpool. ‘ o
| T have already said that I Dbelieve i
' Hancock had not been Injured there
‘would mot have been a. replay at all,
'for Blackpeol would have been beaten,
and I base that view on the fact that
?ﬂlrend,v the Town forwards had shown
that they could more than extend the
clever Blackpool defence.
| The injury meant that vart of the
| Blackpool left flank was freed 1rom a
considerable source of (rouble, and
{herefore able to egg on the forwards
ito attack.

J GRAND MACKLEY
‘EBLACI{POOL put up a splendid (}is—
., play. and threw up in clear fashion
the weaknesses of the Town delence,
ithough I am not overlooking the fact
ithat it also brought out the wvery Iline
qualities of the backs, notably Mackey,
\who played his grandest game Since we
went and drew at Stamford Bridge
ithiee or four yeanrs ago.
| I place much of Mackey's Success
to the fact that he is now giving closer
atiention to the \visiting axireme
winger, although there were tlmes on
Saturday when he saved his gopl again
and again at close quarters T_hy his
strong and resolute tackling afid sure
Kicking. %

T still hope lo see Smith also Dpeg
down the opposing winger more’ closely,
although he is rather a long time doing
i Nevertheless, considering the
strength of the opposition he did very
well indeed, as, in fact, all the team did,
playing as they were, with the odds
against them for over eighty minutes,

FINE FEATURES
NANY features of Blackpool's play
served to show why they have made
such. a grand bid for champlonship
NONours.

On various ocecasions I have tried to
point out what in my view was a lack
f team understanding in the Town
defence. Blackpool had no such weak-
ness, for such flaws as were discovered
were found out by individual players of
the Town proving more skilful.

I took stock of the fact that with
every ciearance by a Blackpool
defender the whgole team moved for-
ward as one 'man.

It was not merely that the backs and
halves came out and left Town forwards
N offside positions, but the fact also
that the half-backs raced on as well (o
join. their part in the attacks. Fre-
quently Nelson faced a row of forwards
like a Rugger pack.

Fellowes and Finlayson often have
this half-back policy, of course, but they
do nov get back again with the same
celerity. I wish +they did.: It would
make a world of difference to the effi-
ciency of the team. With the same
speed and sXill in the attack, and this
dditional feature in defence, no fteam
ould stand up to it.

Do not think I am “ blowing ” on the
eam. They have done grandly : they
ire the best team we have ever had, I
eel sure, but there is room for improve-
nentstill, especially in tacties.

THE INCREASED PRICES
['HE atfendance at the Cup-tie was a

sufficient reflection upon the raising
f the prices, and now it is all over as
ar as this game is concerned, I can say
hat I hope the directors will not make
uch a drastic increase on the Lane
tand side again,
The doubling of the prices could be
nderstood up to a point, but even for
nis game I do nof think there should
aye been any increase except for the
urpose of raising money, and if that
‘as the only reason it should be made
lear to the supporters.
To double the price for any part ot
he ground for any wmatch, if the
\srsenal, ‘Spurs, Chelsea, or any LlLeam
kely to hayve a few thousand followers,
equires Jjustification, but for a game
n whicn the visitors can bring only two

yr three hundreds, I do nol think it is
vise 1o increase at all.

| A CGRAVE MISTAKE
O treble the prices ol any part, how-
= eyer, is asking Zor trouple, and the
appearance of the  Bobbers' Stnnci
‘[s];iowe;__l --nj;nﬁp empha.bic,ﬂl}:_.r _Lhmt. i;.. .ui_n.s:
a grave mistake, I said. from the Jegin-
ning that it was a mislake, and thal
was confitmed by the fact that (wo
wings were empty, and there could have
been many hundreds more accom-
modated in the centre block |
I am nobt prophesying that there W].l_]_
106, be Lhe same action again, for it
vas not my comment thatl appeared at
he end of the report on Saturday. but
shall certainly think it is very Unwise.
‘he game was worth the extra, perhaps,
ut if we could hayve everything that was
orth having we should all be living
n Utopir People have Lo deny them-
elves 1o see League games al ordinary
rices. just as they have Lo deny them
elves visits to the big shows in lown,
imply because they could nol aflord 1o

tiend. _
THE LONG VIEW

T was so on Saturday, and I should
& think that 12 the prices had been
ept at ordinar},rzal'z.}(a%gufe;;tigs, there

ave been P i,
:'glﬁlcllnﬁ;dgany reguilar [ollowers 55513{@:1
way «because of the prineiple, and the
anger s that those supporters may be
lienated and their enthusiasm lost for
LAUS Zames, SO that in the long run

: ve 15 a loser. ' _

hf cri?:.ohipe that every follower w!l] con-
ent himeelf by agreeing that 10 WaS
mistake, and as there were evi_clenuy
nany protestants in a pl.'::lcl;iual way,
nd that we shall not have {further need
o grouse about a board that has given
he Town its best team, and raised Lhe
ootball reputation of the town very

Mgh indeec.
CUTS TWO WAYS

| 7ST this with every confidence,
[E?{EG}%U cannot twit the directors
sith taking a shortsighted view unless
‘ou are prepared yourselves to lake the
ong view, and, after all, the hlg thing
hat matters is not whether you or I
ave been disappointed temporarily, bul
he welfare and advancement of the
lab. ‘
:J'%he altendance was 13,892, and the
eceipts £2,053. There have been muq_h
igger crowds at League games this
eason, of course, and wg shall hope to
ee them again.

. WANTED SUNDERLAND’S
- ~ SCORER

{ may swrprise followers of the Town
[Lﬁi}é arepsceptical about the efforls
o gel new players to know that attempts
ere made recently Lo secure C}:ril
loimby, the inside forward who 5c01 od
ne of sunderland’s goals at Southamp-
on on Saturday. A
‘During this weck I
mwther attempts at negotia
{ the fact that there is

YT AR

tlier.c have heen
tion, in spite.
this Cup-tie

Maybe .

THE INJURED PLAYER

fUCH discussion has been waged over
= {he aclion of Mr. Ned Liddell in ask-
ing Hancock to remain on the field in
the second half of the Cup-tie on
Saturday, for it is well known that Mr.
Liddell did so.

The circumstances were {(hat Hancock
was hobbling about, unable (o do any
good, and passes were being made to
him to no purpose. He came across the
field with the intention of retiring from
(he game, but returned to his place alter
My, Liddell had spoken to him.

Many supporters fell that he was
rather an obstruction to his colleagues
than otherwise, ancd I confess (halb at
the time I thought Che other lorwards
would probably have been better without
him.

A FINE POINT

BUT a fine point is raiscd, and I give

Mr. Liddell’s reason as 1 was given
to Hancock: “If you can only stand
then they (opponents) will have to keep
an eyve on you, but if you come ofl they
know you're not there and cdon’t have
te trouble aboul youw.”

That was good Jogic, and is oflen
acted upon and rightly. The trouble was
that the Town players failed (o recognise
that Hancock was helpless, and (Hey
paid him as much allentiomn as did
Blackpool.

Had Hancoclk managed (o haye paved
the way flopr & goal, as he nearly dic on
lwo occasions in the first half, the
manager's advice woulcd have been
applaudecd.

WOULDNT LIE DOW N
CNMISS GRACIE FIELDS should for-
sake Rochdale Hornets and decicate
one of her old songs to Luton Town,”
said ‘“Spectator” in the “ Blackpool
Gazeltle ” on Monday.
SHor resembling the principal
character 11 her famous bhallad of earlier

éxmmmmmg
day, tne men of Luton, in the Third
Round Cup-tie, on Saturday, were pre-
sumed by 13,000 people to be dead and
yeb in spite of the premature issue of
the death certificate, would nol lie
down. It was as near an approach to
a miracle on a foothall field as I have
seen for & long time.”

“Three reasons compelled a replay ab
Blackpoo! on Wednesday—the first in
the town since, on a I'ebruary afternoon
1n 1925, West Ham United were defeated
3—0. :
“T tabulate them in the order of their
importance : ' :

(1) The barn-storming courage of the
Southern Section team. who, immedi-

In the very cold January morning
yesterday, nearly 100 supporters
of Luton Town, inciluding Coun-
cillor Chas. Jeyes and Horace
Hewson, directors, traveiled on the
5.18 a.m. excursion train to Black-
pool for the F.A. Cuptie re-play.
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converted a 3—1 deficit into a 3—3
draw at a time when it appeared to
he merely a case of waiting for the 90-
minute whistle. - -

(2) The profligate rejection of chances
by the Blackpool forwards for half-an
hour in the second half—and even
earlier in Dbreaksaway, too—during a
period when the Town were in retreat,
punch-drunk, and almost raced oul of
the game. - .

(3) The stampeding during the last
amazing 15 minutes, of a Blackpool
defence which for an hour and a
quarter had faced Luton's hammer-
and-tongs attack with a nearly un-
disturbed composure and with all the
resolution which was the Town's chief
quality.”

EXETER’S VISIT

‘INHIS has to be written hbefore the
- result of the replay at Blackpaol
is known, but whatever the result there
it is to be hoped that the Town players
will gel a lonic that will sharpen them
for the game with Exeler on Satunday.
Exeler are low in Uthe table, but have
shown signs of revival, and have mnotl
played badly away [(rom home. Withh
the Town team almost certain to feel
somelhing of the strajn of their mid-
weelk game, the visitors will loolk for-
ward to pulting up & Skeong t:r‘I't:uL nc:
deprive the Town of their hundred per
cent points record at Luton, |

. Still, Exeter were due to play North-
ampbon In a League game yesterday.

A KEEN FIGHT

T is bound to be a keen fight, for the
- vyisitors will have acquired more con-
fidence as a wvesult of their Cup-tie
success over Oldham, one of the strong-
est sides of the Northern Section, and
that vietory cannot be regarded very
lightly.

The City have won only once away
from home, when they beat thelr nelgh-
hours of Torquay in the second away
game of Lhe season, However, they
picked up a point ab Aldershot, Wzt-.um'q
and Bournemouth, and thelr heaviest
defeat was at Shepherd's Bush, when
they lost by four goals clear on Chyrist-
mas Day. | |
Exeter's fallures at home bhave put
them in an anxious position, for they
have been beaten fAve times at St
James's Park, and the Town were among
the viclors.

| think the Town are beller now
than they were then, and If they
recapture their form as against Cardiil
and the Palace, they should Improve
their goal average, provided all are
right from yesterday’s imatch,

FIGURES
FJERE" is a summary of the meetings
of the clubs since the entry to the
Foothall League, and it will be noted
that the Town have a big advantage,
and have won the last six games Ofl
the reel at Luton, as well as the last
three at Exeter. Only once have the
Town failed 1o score against the Clpy
at Luton, and that was when certain
players let the team down very badly
in__ 1920-30, when the championship

oht well have been won.
sl P, W. L.D. F. A. PIs

AT natont i 161201 84T 160 02AT
At Exeter .... 171 1 5 b 26 256 18
Pobali AR 19 a8l 3 14T A 46

Here are the results of the meetings
at Luton:

I, A, SRUAY
1920-12: 5180 1928-29 .. 4 0
1921-22 .. 4 0 1929-30 .. 0 4
1922-23 .. 6 0 1930-31 .. 3 1
192324 =110 1931-32 .. 6 38
1924-25. ., 1 1 1932-33 .. 4 0
-1325-2‘6 kG| 1033-34 ,, 3 2
102627 202 1934-36 .. 4 0
1027-28,. 21 1935-36 .. 3 - 1

WE WANT MORE COALS

TN spite of these figures, T am bound
‘lNuo 'ﬁcpeat the warning that this game
must nob be taken too easily. The Town
must make every effort 1o win every:
e I margin as nossible.

game by as big a

| Saturday,

ately after being reduced to 10 men,

decided by goal average, and we have
the forwards conbinue their fine play of
recent games we should be in that happy
position before the end of nexl month.
The Town ReServes had a holiday on
and they certainly had an
opporbunity to learn something in (he
maltlter of combination.

A HARD TEST

"IHE Reserves' Lest will be harder than
| ever on Sabturday, for the Town

Reserves are” due at White Hart Lane.

where the 'Spurs’ second string have
scored a lot of goals. I am sure that if
the Town are able to field this side they
will put un a good show, and perhaps
bring off their first Combination victory
at that place.

At least we shall look for a better
resull than last season, when nine godls
were credited to the 'Spurs, who have
a penchant for starting at electrifying
pace, and if they once succeed they take
a lot of holding.

FIGURIES
]_[ERE is the summary of the meetings

between the teams in the London
Combination:

PiteWialh D) s AV 2
A Eiond e LS G a3t ea 2 e d ] el 4
Aot enlnaiaE L0 e QSO N S 10| e bS]
Total 2/ G B2 S R 3 D O 0 SO
Results at Tottenham have been: )
| B, A, A
1926-27 .. 1 4 1931=325 2 =h
1927-28 .. 0 2 1932-33 .. 0 0
1928-29 .. 1 4 1933-34 .. 2 6
1029-30 .. 1 4 1934-35 .. 1 5
1030-31 .. 2 6 1936-36" - 3 9

Lel's whisper to the Town Reserves
again that the Orst eleven had never
won on the Palace ground at Selhurst
until last Saturday.

DIRECTORS ILL

[T is good news that Mr. E. Mouse, the
member of the Town Board ot
Directors, is now making  progress,
although rather slowly, towards recovery.
The operation he underwent was a
complete success, and it only remains
now for Mr. Mouse, who is in bthe Bute
Nursing Home, fo regain strengih.

Not such good news is 1o hand aboub
another footlball director, Mr. Baylis, of
Brighton and Hove Albion, who lhas
always had a very warm interest. in
Luton, and especially since his sons are
in this distriet.

Mr. Baylis was formerly a director of
Reading for many years, bul on re-
moval to Brighton he was immediately
invited to join the Club’s directorate.

Mr. Harold G. Baylis tells me that his
father is very ill, but is bravely sticking
it, .and if Brighton do not move to the
Second Diyision he hopes it will be
Luton. a2y

We shall reciprocate that hope.

LOCAL APPOINTMENTS

H ENRY PEARCE, the local referee,

- has reason to feel well' pleased,
for he has been appointed linesman-for
the Derby County v. Brentford Cup-tie.

Henry was a long time coming to the
front, but since doing so he has made
good headway, and none better deserves
i, for he is working very hard for the
advancement of junior football, too, and
these are the young men  that merit
consideration.

Another local 1treferee,, Mr.  Percy
Stevens, has been honoured by the
Southern Counties: Association, for he
has been appointed to take the Amateur
Championship final between Herts and
Middlesex on Saturday.

It appears that Bedfordshire is
coming nto the limelight a good: deal
in the higher oflicial circles, for Coun-
cillor Alberv Ansell is geftting a number
of tileklish jobs in his capacity as a
councillor of the Football Association.

LOCAL PLAYERS

H. BUSWELL, the Hitchin Town and

former Windsor and Eton inside
forward, has joined St. Albans City, and
played centre-torward for them in their
A F.A. Cup-tie last Saturday.

J. CUNNINGHAM, a local lad, who
earlier in the season had a trial -with
Leighton United, recently figured at, out-
side left for St. Albans City Reserves,
for whom P. Lovell, the ex-Robin Hoods
player, still keeps goal,

LEIGHTON UNITED gave a trial to
“Bunny ” Ward, late of Luton Sparfan
and Biscot Sports, and who is brother
to their old left-winger, Ken Ward, at
Berkhamsted last Saturday. He put up
a splendid show at outside-right, and
looks like becoming as good a Winger
as his: elder brother. '

RON QUINCE, who served Waterlow’s
South Midlands League team so well the
last few seasons, has taken up a busi-
ness appointment in London, and will

‘no longer be available.

I HEAR THAT SKERFKQO, the Luton
ILeague (Division I) team have in
Goorcdon Skinner a centre-half back who
would do- well in higher circles. As a

CSCNS0orsS.

was used, ad although the Countly team
did not emulate tlie feats of Golden

matter of fact, there are several local
boys who would do some of the senior
amateur clubs a good turmn, such as Ken
Brazier, the old Toddington Rover, wlo
has proved to be thhe best :I.nside_.t’prwa.x_'d_
that Lelghton Unitedd have hac rpr _smnq_‘
THERE IS BVERY POSSIBILITY|!
that R. Murphy, the Hiichin playerg
siened by Luton Town, will be playmngg
for either Letehworth Town or Vauxhallg
Motors in the near luture.

TWO FORMER LUTON TOWN foot-
hallers’ sons are figuring in local foot-
ball—Dave Richards! boy' playing for
Luton Old Bovs, and Bill Jennings® son,
who recently had a run out with Leigh-
ton United. | |
LETCHWORTH TOWN state that
they are likely to entertain a Luton and
Pistriet League representative team for
a game before the end of the season.

YOUNG SPORTSMANS DEATH
UTON CLARENDON CRICKET GLUI?:
4 and members of the Old Modernians
Club have grieved this week over the
passing of Stuart Emerson, son og My,
and Mrs, Alfred Emerson, often 318
camburidge-street, Wel-ling*borgugh.

Alf Emerson was o rare football en-
thusiast, although his business as a hair-
dresser in Luton prevented him enjoying
it as fully as he wished, but-he serve;l
for many years the old Wednesday I'ool-
ball Ieagues, and both he  and Mrs,
Emerson and their two sm:j,s were well-

m and highly respected.

lmgg}xlle pime nEo they moved to Welling-
borough, but they have never lost thelr
love for the old town, and are here asg
often as they can get.

Stuart played Rughy {foothall and
cricket for the Modern School, and 1§L-tcl'
played football for the Old Mo;:lernmns
and Luton Rughy FL.A., and crickel for
the Clarendon, and he was a very bright
and even-tempered lad, His death LOOK
place last Thursday, and the interment
was at Luton on Tuesday, the funeral
being attended by many of his old col-|
leagues of the plaving flelds.

A HARPENDEN NOTE

VN Saturday I had to refer to the

departure from among us of an old
Harpenden sportsman, Ben Jarman,
Now I hear that another of the old
stalwarts of Harpenden football of the
old days, Fred Church, has lost his
mother, who has been ilI' for a long
time.
Freddy has been a regular follower of
Luton Town for many years now, first}
team and second team, and I am sure
he has the sympathy of a host of
{friends. ' _ :

FOR YOUR BENEFIT
JPOR an interesting little story I com- §
mend Ralph Cox's tale of the visit of
the Beds County-A.A A, leam to Chelten-
ham for the Inter-County Cross-
Country Championship.,

The flamous Cheltenham race-course

[}
1

s

Miller on the course, they did bhetter

because more than ever il appears as | there than he did ab A
though the championship may yet he|Wwent through with the jobtr

nol, the kest in the Division, though if|you will be interested.
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LUTON R UND ',
Gate: o ACKY
13,892, ~ Reggfy

Comparison-

EVERTON mamsg%_ s,

- Gate: URN MO
35,468, o Recgip
Well PAID, Luton! £2,%

Anstee-road, Lufon, HEAT}m fﬁﬂ

A JUST GROUH.
Dear Sir,—I paid 3s. fgli's lf‘ GoRte
enclosure ticket to see the ga Andstg
Luton and Blackpool, Wajy n}g"-:'b-h

L did not get a fair change o}seeoﬁﬁaﬁd

;
g
s
St

$
£y

game. Being only 5ft g ﬁiﬂg 7
always arrive early and getﬂlfohil%w%
and did so on Saturday g “the rais

i
some people seated insid oty "“J"ﬁﬁ"’”‘
in, front of the rails, pe?c%%dthegmﬁig‘
that people 6ft. high could ngg; s“h%
them. In fact, anyone who paiy oeoter
did not have so good a'gegf: QTS 64,
was respou_sible for Sealing thESWhﬂgfem
tors so high up preventegd ag‘ﬂf’eﬁﬁg
spectators seeing the game pr "put-fi@'ﬂﬁf

I understand vhat, E operly, 5
a gentleman who goes (o eye

Luton that if it” were necessary

seats on the ground,they Shg'md'_“-,tdj?* ave

low. He had some hopes. e qiss
Well, perhaps some ppéép%g ?‘d 5
stuck last ‘Saturday, as i o6 ln.
necessary for anyone. to.,,,-be'r'ing{%,?’a x.
ground. ‘Do you think: they g qe'm
up a bit? Perhaps no ong '
ma‘gly Lﬂcmts WEre 5ol s /
n, the stand enclosure when e .
had rain a lot of wateﬁ ]?eléeggw' hay
anyone in authority has ﬁoﬁc@a{-’m&
wonder if he thirks g brogm W s !
1t good. —Yours, etc., Hould d
A. G. CHESHI;
Dunstable. S,

“EMPTY PLACES IN THE.
. E OLI
GRAND STAND?>
Crusader,—Well, on Satyr 1
supporters showed the direcg;% %}Eﬁ}f
Town just how far they can £0 in th
matter of dictating. As you so non]
championed their rights to Taise th!
fees, especially on  the “Bopherd
Stand ”(? !) T suppose you are inchidec
You have been a football reporter lon
enou]gh to be ztlble to stand it but as 4
regular supporter, I think thines <
be fair from all views. ‘e should
Why did the “Luton News?” ‘photo-
graphers miss the scoop of the season?.
I am certain the directors would like
to have a reminder of their! wisdom
We have been told. often about éertairi'
photos that hang in the board room
Wouldn't one of the Bobbers' Stand (9) on,
Saturday make a beauty? /
But perhaps their view across the
ground has made a lasting plate on
their memory, The © Bobbers’ Club
Committee, if they really did pass the
Increase, have done the club an injury,
:'is many members are quite sore about
i |
Now for a note. on the game.
Why blame Nelson for not winning,
for that is how your report read to me
on Safurday night? Blackpool were a
good feam, and showed us how the third
back game could be beat. When they
attacked up the middle, there were al-
ways their forwards in a line, but the
man with the ball used to run towards
the Luton cenire half, and if Nelson
failed in the tackle, or proposed tackle
for there were times when he was alone
with the odds 3-1, then the ball was sent
to an awaiting opponent, who quite a
number of times had good openings to
score. :
We all know Nelson wasn't up to form,
but there was no need to rub it in.
Couldn’'t the blame be shared by
others? W
Personally I have nothing bub praise
for a gallant performance with 10 men.
__Well, T don’t expect you will print all
If any of this letter, but I hope to read
your next report, and find that Sunder-
land are coming to Luton, and that the
Lane Stand is once more the “Old
Bobbers’ Stand ”.—Yours, etc.,

1, Vicvoria-street.

_“EVERY WEEK SUPPORTER.”




