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| GLAPTON ORIENT.—Hillam ; Searle,

y: Taylor (H.), Affleck, Helnemann;
ombe, Fletcher, Smith
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" LUTON TOWN.—Coen ; King, Smith ;
Ifinlaysor, Nelson = Fellowes; Parris,
‘pawes, Payne, Roberts, Stephenson,

" geferce.—L. E. Glbbs, Reading.

LUTON TOWN began their hollday pro-
gramme il the most encouraging manner
possible, when they took the points from

ON ORIEN[ at Lea Bridge yester-
day, and, incidentally, became, the first
team to win there since August 31, when
gardiff were successful.

For the first time for months the
players had a light ball, and found it
atrange after the leaden balls and water-
logged grounds of the last few weeks,

Control was maot difficult, especially

a3 the ground was bumpy, and, conse-
quently the standard of football was not
quite as bhlgu ‘as was anticipated.
‘Throws-in were frequent, but, neverthe-
less, the exchanges were always interest-
ing, and savoured samething of the Cup-
tle atmosphere.

GAME FIGIITERS

The Orient were game fighters, and
never gave in, though Luton were always
the masters after tne interval, In the
first half, the home side had the ad-
vantage of the strong wind and the slope,
and had more of the piay.

The wind was a declaed handicap, anal
often it blew the Town’s clearances back
into the zoal, It played tricks with every
Ijgh boll, and since much of the play
was contested in the air, some peculiar
sthings happened,

Luton began brightly, and Parris made
4 grand shot that was well saved by
Hillam. Roberts and Stephenson carved
out the opening The Orient replied, and
with the ball bouncing awkwardly away
from Nelson, Fletcher was presented with
aschance, but hit the side net,

OVER THE BAR

Stephenson then looked a certain
scorer following a long kick by Tom
Smith, but after he had failed to get in
his shot, he gained possession again,k only
to drive narrowly over. Then began a
spell of Orient pressure, for the home-
sters were evidently bent on making the
best possible use of their luck in winning
the toss farrell made one flying header
that would have counted as a goal had
he not got inches too much angle on it.

A centre from McCombe brought 2
dangerous situation, which was saved by
Coen going full length to save.

Weak finishing was spolling the home
side's efforts, and they had a spell of
negative pressure. The Town-found relief
on the right, where Dawes took a through
Dass from Parris to centre, and Hillam
scraped the pall away as Payne crashed
through,

Play continued to favour the Orient,

Ut Coen was not overworked, and the
defence worked like heroes. They kept
the home forwards away from shooting
distance, and their tackling was guick
and clean

COEN'S PENALTY SAVE

Atter 32 minutes, misfortune befell the
Town in the shape of a Denalty awarded
8galnst Fellowes for hands, The ball

unced very high, and struck him as he
Went to trap it. The referee was in a
800d position, ana gave the kick, though
the decision was a trifle harsh.

However, it ended happily enough for
the Town,’ for Searle mace a weak efort
With the 'kick. He tapped it well away
fom Coen but it had not the pace to
beat the goalkeeper, who saved at full
length. N

The Town mace headway after this,
3d Payne anc Stephenson contrived to
Make an opcring for Parris, Who made a
E"EM shot that passed just wide of the

PrIZhr.  Right on the interval Roberts
pade a magnificent through pass to
AH}I’?& who ~ was cleverly robbed by

“anmg held their cwn in the first half,
{785 matural to ezpect the Town 'to
2¢ with the aid of the wind, for this

uUndoubtedly the big factor in the

ODting; 1l the Town supporters were

haye lls,uc as to the result, but it roight

taken, een different had the Orlent once
thep the lead which would have given
added confidence.

PAYNE INDICATION

(28 the run oy the play, they should
:“E been ahead at half-time, but grand
‘pelensive ‘work and weak shoofing
“OUght their effort- to nought.

Payne gave an £ what
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sharaCleristic style, and was only inches
B:t When Hillam ran ou% to clear.

®bhenson next lobbed the ball over
%g: bar after a poor kick by Searle, and
' dos> the Town goal was lucky to_escape
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HOME DEFEAT

defence was playin
2 on tof
%muonce had a hot gmﬁlfﬁls e

another
Stephenson, from whi

over, 052 pass Roberts shot

g es made a poor
attempt with the kick. Parris had tg go
off for repairs, but soon resumed.

STEPHENSON’S BRILLIANT EFFORT

Luton were dolng most of the attacking
now, and they were better together than
their opponents. Payne headed wide. and
then STEPHENSON, who had been rather
quiet up to this point, pulled out some of
that brilliance of which he is capable. He
recelved a lovely pzss from Roberts, apd,
moving inside, beat Searle and ‘Taylor by
delightful footwork before driving the ball
low into the far corner of the net just out
of Hillam's reach.

This goal came 15 minutes from the
end, and definitely decided the Orient's
fate, though they had never really
threatened to win an egualiser,

Roberts made a shot on the half-turn,
which Hillam dealt witly capably, and then
(,;r%wcigrd had his last chance, but muffed

adly.

It was a fine victory, for the Orient arc
never easy to overcome at Lea Bridge.
The Town showed a decided improvement
on their Bristol form, though they were
gvxltllenuy troubled by the lightness of the

all.

FINE DEL

€CE

I had no fault to find with the defence,
and it was good to see them keening a
clean sheet. Nelscn was the bigy man,
and he blocked the path down the middle
so effectively that Crawford was rarely
sesn. With the ball constantly in the air, |
Nelson was able to use his weight to great
advantage, and to the almd{st complete
discomfiture of Crawford. !

King and Smith were a retiable pair of
backs, with the former confirming thei
good impression he made at Bristol. He
was a little uncertain in his kicking in the
firsg half, but gave nothing away. Smith
played a sterling game, and was especially
prominent in the second half, when he

.gave McCpmbe no room at all.

COEN’'S SUCCESS ‘

Coen made an auspicious return to the
team, for apart from saving the penalty he
effected several splendid clearances, and
had every reason to be satisfied with the
match. Finlayson and Fellowes, playing
against former clubmates, were always on
top of their jobs, and the former showed
that he could work the ball better than
any half-back on the field.

Both were tenacious in thelr tackling,
and Tugged. Pellowes was inclined to
overkick at times, but much of this was
attributable to the lightness of the ball.




