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STEADY IMPROVEMENT

For a time the Town forwards and
halves appeared to be quite slow, but
steadily came into their best, and out-
paced and outwitted badly a defence that

had seemed too solid and well-balanced
to giye away five goals. IR

Of Millwall's eleven I liked the sturdi-
mess of the rearguard, which had no

yeason to feel disgraced by forfeiting
. more goals than-in.any previous game
this season. Not in any game had they
conceded more than two, but in this the
score against them woull have l'een near
double figures but ‘for the excellence of
Burke.

Forsyth was a plucky and desperate
worker at left half, and the forwards fre-
quently disnlayed great skill in their pass-
ing and generrlly speed of combination:
. Unluckily for them they found the Luton
defence in suwperb form. -
TOWN DEFENCE

‘ Coen had comparatively little to do,
but twice I thought he might have ven-
“ tured from his goal & liitle earlier to
* take an overshot pass. [fhis is always a
debatable point, I know, but if there is
proper understanding with the other
defenders it should = thwart many 3§
danger move. Not that one would grumble
about Coen; I think he will keep his job
now for some time.

King put up a brainy exhibition, and
was a nice foil to the dash of Smith.
King's anticipation freed the Town
« defence from some awkward situations in
the opening period. Smith had quite as
much as he could manage in Thomas,
but when he played well up to him was
. usually master. It was when e allowed
the winger too much room that things
happened.

BRILLTANT SKIPPER

Nelson again gave a brillinnt display.
His judgment was admirable énd cne felt
intuitively again and again that the bail
was his even when the svidence was the
other way. The Town skipper not cnly
conformed to the Ideal of a stopper in

. general, but often opened cut the game
by his bright passes.

Finlayson was at h's hest, suprorting
the attack magnificently, and Feliowes

° was just about as ;ood, thouga at times
his passing was faulty In the first hbit
Both flank halves rendercd great support
to their attack.

_ The forwards did not move uniformly
in the first half. The attack seemed rather

.~ lop-sided, with the left wing a bit labori-
ous and the right wing rather uncertain.

* but once together and keeping the ball
on the move there was no aclding them:

- PAYNE DRAWS THEM

Payne, as usual, was the objective of
the obstructive work of two or three Mill-
wall defenders. and too often he was lack-
ing a collrague standing by, or there
would have been more trouble in she first
half for the visiting defence. His passing
was good, and he drew defenders out of
position for the benefit of his colleagues.

Roberts again played a great game, and
it was a joy to the crowd as well as.to
lis mates when he smash:d home. the
second goal. Stephenson cwed much of
l;{\sdmt\\c‘zcsvs“to his partner and (6 Fellowes,
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Millwely duer:‘cge.wns a rare thorn to the

RICIUS PART

The inclusion of Rich did
i Bre s e n s dald not imme-
ting the ball nu"”gixs“n' Nyl i

badly in the first half. bug he jone aooed




Millwall defensive organisation out of

o

ge%‘our Smiths were playing: Millwall had
a couple, and Luton one, and the cther
was the referee. All did very well, and
the officlal was certainly a tremendous
improvement on the previous Smith who
appeared in a similar capacity at Luton.

TIHE GAME

The Town made the pace, and Payne
was slow in taking advantage of a cute
pass from the left within a v.inute of the
start, and was robbed. Millwall had a
full share of the game. and gave rather
more trouble to Coen and company tnan
was happening at the other end. Indeed,
the visitors might have scored from a
centre by Reg Smith had the opposite
flank pair been alert.

FIRST GOAL

King was prominent for safe work in
defence, and then the rown hegan to
make things hot for the Millwall rear-
guard, and after. Burke had saved well
from Roberts he had to throw himself
across goal to keep out a shot from
Stephenson; he could but divert the ball,
and HANCOCK raced in and put the ball
‘into the net.

Rich only just failed to turn through
a fine pass by Payne, and Stephenson
was ‘foiled in'the nick of uime by Wall-
banks. Forsyth. did the same a mnute
later, and repeated the performance when
Payne was boring through.

Burke saved grandly from Stephenson,
and then Wallbanks jeat down a centre
from the  latter, but the appeal for a
penalty kick was unheeded, and hali-time
came with the score:

LINOIT eSS DR o
INFEEE WAL= o s o0 )

Stephenson had - the visitors panicky
soon after the resumption, and then Rich
made a_ splendid drive ich was only a
few inches too high.

ancock and Rich were well together
in another move, and the ball went over
for Payne 'to send out to the left, where
a slick bit of work by Stephenson enabled
ROBERTS fo dribble inwards quickly and
wind up with a magnificent shot which
struck the bar and fell into the net—a
very fine goal.

Millwall were compelled to concentrate
on defence for a long time. ' Their for-
wards continued to work hard when they
2ot the ball. but had litte assistance from
the rear. Payne drove .in‘ a tremendous
shot which Burke saved in wonderful
fashion 'at full length, and then got to
another difficult handful from Roberts.

HURRICANE OF SHOTS

Millwall's goal was subject to a hurri-
cane of shots in another storming assault,
and how the pall was kept out was a
mystery, but there was no respite, and
finally Smith (E) deliberately used his
hands to stop a shot from Roberts.

A penalty kick decision was not argu-
able at all. Payne took  the shot, but
Burke went down to the arivg and the
ball rebounded from him; PAYNE rashed
in ‘and fired home a lightning shot with
the left foot.

AND MORE

etk

Still the Town maintained the aggres-
slve, and from Rich’s pass Payne headed
backwards = over Wallbanks’ head, and
STEPHENSON, | darting in from the left
sent in a fierce low shot which Burke
was powerless to save.

Burke saved at full length again in
grand - style from Roberts, and Inns
booted -the ball off the line as Payne
headed in from a corner. Another penalty
kick should have been given when
Roberts ‘was badly brought down within
a few yards of goal.

Millwall made only spasmodic efforts,
and were easlly held by the Town defen-
ders, who also took part in forcing attacks
at the other end. Once M'Cartney tested
Coen, who caught a fast shot, but play
was soon at the other end, and after
Payne had just missed with a grand shot,
JFINLAYSON scored with a very fine
flort from twernty-five yards range.
Attendance: 18,300; receipts, £1,119.
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