ARE THE GOAL

PAYNE'S PART IN GILLINGHAM'S DEFEAT

KENT COBS WERE A HARD LOT

(By CRUSADER)
WUTON TOWN went a step nearer

\Ching the Second Division last night; |

}011 they beat GILLINGHAM at
nNilworth-road. A keen game was |
pPected, and the visitors could scarcely

ve put up a more determined fight.
i¢ Town had to fig

: bt every inch of
way, and the 13,028 spectators
*Celpts £716) had some scares before

g?llilmej?m 1ally left the field winners.
am proved a virile, forceful
m thev used their welght and the
de flung pass to good effect.
Luton had a lot for which to thank
YNne. He not only scored four goals,
U was always worklno' out openings |
C his colleagues. He gave a brilliant
Play, and must have impressed some
the high personages of the F.A. who
r'e present.
Jillingham kept going until the last
’K, as is proved by the fact that they
duced the lead in the final second of
e match, The Town can now be con-
ent that they have passed. their
rdest home test, for they have had
W sterner struggles at Xenilworth-
ag this season,
Hancock showed a noticeable improve-
ent, especially in the second half, and
ephenson also did well. Nelson was
sound as ever, but the defence was
cquently rattled by the sharp attacks
the visiting forwards. Coen kept goal
11, and there was no Serious deﬁmencv
nong the others, though King and
nith gave the wingers rather a lot of
ODE.
Luton were by far the more scientific
ie, and some of the forward work was
illiant, but they found the Kent side
ore than useful.
Gillingham won the toss and defended
e Kenilworth-road end. Swinging the
11 about from the start, their right
ing had Smith all at sea, and Wilson
1t in a left-foot shot let passed right
ross the Town goal.
The Town broke away, and Stepl}enw
n forced a corner, Payne heading into
hitelaw’s hands.
It was obvious that Gillingham were
1t for kick and rush tactics that would
veep the Town off their feet. For once
ey got as good as they asked.

After five minutes Stephenson
snapped up a pass and shot the ball

forward for PAYNE to take in his
stride, beat Ballsom and tap the balil
into the net as Whitelaw came out,
TRONG GILLINGHAM TACKLING

Gillingham promptly set about recov-
ry. A wide centre from the right was
1et by Watson, who again headed mto
Joen’s nands. =i
INLAYSON MAKES IT TWQ

The Town were making progress when
e referee got the way of a heautlful
ss by Finlayson to Stephenson.

A corner followed. and from this there
1S & scuffle. After two or three shots

d been barred, Ballsom cleared off the
al-line with Whitelaw beaten.

7’1

The ball was returned, and FIN-
LAYSON, who had moved into the
middle, dribbled cleverly through.

With a beautifully placed shot all
along the ground he beat Whitelaw all |
ends up,

When Gillingham attacked again
[artley snapped up a ball that was (00 |
igh for Nelson’s head, He got In a
hot that Coen tipped over the bar.

'AYNE GETS SOME “STICK?”

Fellowes swung the ball well out to
he right., Payne raced after it and beat
£ster to it.

He was bowled over, but got the ball
0 Hancock, who was badly tripped by
ester rlght on the penalty line. ¥rom

!
|

the ball was got away. By forceful play
Gillingham beat the Town defence.

While King was lying prostrate from
a heavy cellision after the ball had hit
him at the back of the head the visi-
tors did a bit of sharp passing, and
DUNCAN took an easy chance to shaot
past Coen into the net.

With the Town defence all al sea a
wide pass went to Watson, who banged
in a shot that struck the post and
glanced into the net., The Ilinesman,
however, was flagging for offside.

Glllingham struck swiftly and vigor-
ously again, and the Town goal had
miraculous escapes. Coen was beaten,
but Smith kicked off the goal-line.

LUTON TOWIN
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On the restart the Town attacked on
the left wing, and Stephenson forced a
corner. From this there was a scuffle
m the goal-mouth, and Hancock shot
past Whitelaw.

Ballsom hooked the ball out when it
must have been within an inch of a goal.
The referee was right on the spot and
ignored an appeal.

There followed another
which sSwept right across
Payne handled unluckily.

In another attack Dawes drove in a
beautiful shot that Whitelaw saved at
full length at the expense of a corner.
This was cleared.

HAT TRICK FOR PAYNE

Play was warming up again now, and
a fourth goal came, ten minutes after
the re-start.

Foliowing briiliant all-round play by
the Town attack, the ball went from
player to player, and finally Stephen-
son hooked in a centre which PAYNE
dashed in to head into the net.

The Glllingham defence was beaten
again, but as Roberts sent through
Payne was waved oflside,

A move on the Gillingham Ileft had
the Town defence completely beaten.
Coen raced out and snatched the ball
from Hartley's foot and cleared. It was
a great save.

Gillingham atfacked again, and aftex
a secrimmage in the Town goal area Coen
tipped over the bar.

PAYNE MAKES HIS TALLY FOUR

Following the flag kick Stephenson
rammed the ball well oub to the right,
and Hancock beat the defence and gave
Dawes a good chance, but he fired over
the bar.

PAYNE, who had been edging to the

right, 100'« a pass from Dawes and
smashed Iin an unsioppable drive thaf

Whitelaw scarcely saw.

There was Still some fight left In the
visitors, and they gave the Town defenct
quite as much as they could cope with
We looxed for another goal when Payng
gave Stephenson a delightful pass. Th
ball rose just over his foot as he 100}
aim, and then trickled behind.

A moment later Roberts put in a mag
nificent first-time shot that was destinec
for the top corner of the net unti
Whitelaw tipped it over the bar,

Hancock next broke through ane
banged the ball squarely across goal fo
Ballsom to deflect it from Stephenso:
just in time.

A fierce attack by the Town brough
a corner. ‘Whitelaw saved Dbrilliantl
from this, but a second corner followec
Payne headincr OVer.

Coen had to handle several tlmes. bu
there was nothing serious about th
demands upon him,

Payne made another good effort fo.
lowing bright work by Dawes an
Stephenson. His header was just wide.

In a hot attack by the Town Whitelas
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kick
and

corner
goal,

he free kick Dawes had a good chance | sayved a pile-driver from Finlayson.

t close quarters, but shot tamely be- |

lind.

Payne raced
entred right across goal, There was no
ne up to take advantage of the pass.

through again and | slackening in vigilance.

In the last minute, while Luton wer
waiting for the wh;axlo there was
As o resul
the Gillingham right wing bealt a wa
through. HARTLEY hanged the ba

Gillingham were giving Payne some
‘“ stick,” but he was holding his own

pretty well,
Smith smartly held up the nghP wing,

against the bar and it rebounded to hir
and he had only to shoot hard into th

net.
LUTON TOWN 5)
GILLINGHAM 2
LUTON TOWN.—Coen ; King, Smith
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s did Nelson a moment later, | Finlayson, Nelson, Fljglomtesl Hancoc}
; Dawes, Payne, Robe Stephenson,
AYNER DOUBLE uslde the | GILLING HAM.—Whitelaw ; Ballson
During another scrum gt Q}’“ 5 kicked Lester ; Randle Armstrong, Hopkins
Fillingham penally arca Hop nThe flag | Dodds, Wilson (T), Harbley, Duncax
vildly behind his own lines. iWaLson,

B:ick wag cleared.
Follow ing a rush
Dawes .

’b‘h a natty gmund pass.
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