GOALS THAT

)
by

'BEEN PREVENTED

SHOULD HAVE

Forwards Over-Shadowed
- By Great Defence

By

EESIRONE VHAluA s oucs oo
Broome (2), Phillips (2)

IBUIMON "TOWN. - o e Shegatensmlins
Stephenson
I ASTON VILLA. — Biddlestone; Cal-
Haghan, Cummings;  Massie, - Allen,
vVerson; Phillips, Haycock, Broome,

Starling, Maund.

' LUTON TOWN.—Coen; King, Smith;
Finlayson, Nelson, - Fellowes; - Hancock,
‘Dawes, Payne, Roberts, Stephenson.

lter ASTON VILLA took the lead
minutes after the start of their
with  LUTON TOWN at Villa

‘beaten team,
saving a point.
f The goal came as the direct result of
fa throw-in which was taken quickly, and
sent to Starling. The inside left. lofted
t into the centre. It looked Nelson's
{ball all the way, but it was not, and
[ Brooine was left in possession a few
' yards from goal.

- Even then he should not have -scored,
"but Coen positioned badly, and the

and never looked ‘like

. centre forward shot through between the-

fnear posg and Coen.
{ CHAPTER OF MISFORTUNES

i This was the first of a chapter of
‘misfortunes, and it took most of the
“wind out of the Town’s-sails. They had
opened up brightly and in the initial
I stages played as good football as the
_""Viua, but success put the home side on
_their toes, and there was more snap and

~punch about their forwards than we [

“saw at Luton. !
I Added to this was the fact that the:
Town defence was overworked owing to
the inability of the forwards to keep the
pall for long. and another goal to the
home side. was always imminent.
The Town were often in the Villa
“half, and in a way were having as much
of the play as their opponents, but
| whereas their attacks seldom looked
dangerous, the home forwards were
always doing something with the ball.
Tt was 23 minutes before another goal
'was registered, and in the meantime the
Luton defence had been sorely tried.
Once more it was Starling who provided
the opportunity. He sent in a - high

centre which: Nelson got to, but he
merely headed it up into the air.

- CLEVER GOAL

! The ball went over towards

PHILLIPS, who coolly evaded a rush by
Smith, changed the ball from his right
to his left foot, and squeezed it once
more between Coen and the post. :
This was a really clever goal. The
Villa- now pressed hard, and the Town
defence lost most of its calmness and
was often flurried o
[ The home forwards kept sweeping
“down the field, with Starling as
prompter of most of their attacks, and
time and again they: cut through the
| defence with ecase.
Then - came ‘a ~picture - goal * by
| BROOME, but this, too, should have
been prevented. He received the ball
lon the edge of the penalty area .and,
| yeering to the left, ran round Nelson
/ King.
anlgcitheg defender tried a tackle and
Broome Wwas allowed to take the ball
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CHILTERN

£ Park last night, the Town were always a’

\2%

within a few yards of the goal line.
Coen did not come out to narrow the
angle, and the centre-forward was able
to pick his spot in the net. He made
no mistake.

STEPHENSON REDUCES

This reverse seemed (o sting
Town = forwards into activity,
STEPHENSON chased a long ball up.
the field.  Callaghan should have
cleared, but miskicked badlv to present
the winger with a grand chance. He
shot hard and low, Beating Biddlestone
all the way. : o T

Hopes ran higher after this, but a
minute from the interval we had
another cold douche, This came, in the.
‘shape of a goal direct from a corner.
It was a silly thing altogether, but the
ball beat Nelson Smith and Coen, who
all wen{ for it together. ey

Certainly it was a beautiful corner,

the
.and

it got Into ¢
know. .

That was the last of.the goals, but,
frankly,. I was rather . apprehensive . of
what would happen in the second’ half,
By the way the Villa played before the
nterval, it lcoked as if they would
further increase their lead, but they fell

he net no one seemed lo

‘placed by PHILLIPS, but how exactly |

stern tacklin
grand passes.
. Finlayson was rather the more accurat
in constructive work, but Fellowes sen:
buv. good passes, too. = Y

Nelsox  was often in trouble agaims!
‘the dashing Broome, and never attainec
the mastery he did at Luton. In the air
he was well on top, buv with the bai
on the ground Broome generally had the¢

g, é.r{q ‘gave their forward

better o1 the argument.
KING STUCK TO MAUND :

I liked the way King marked Maund
[fe stuck to him like a leech, and the
winger had -few chances ol aoing any
damage.. Smith, too, agam did well
againsy Philips, and haa some of phe
positioning in tne first half been petoer,
there would have been littie fault to (nd
with this pair. - j i

Coen was not as confident as he .
been in the last three matches, ana
thought he might have saved the first and
third goals. In both cases he ‘should have
advanced to narrow the: angle, but stayed
n goal instead. He made one or two
sparkling saves, but the early reverse
rather unsettled him,

Luton were perhaps feellng the effects
of the hard matches ‘they have had to
pblay since the season opened. Each game
In which they have played has been a
stern struggle from start to finish.,

Thfsre will be consolation in the fact

. that few teams will gain any profit from

. their visits to Villa Park. The Villa ar

. shaking down into a team, and it was,

. perhaps, their added quickness in think

; ing that was the main - difference be-

- tween the teams, g : S5
‘NO WAITING

- This was most apparent where the Town
forwards were concerned, for they kept
waiting for .the ball to come to therwd.
There was no waiting where Allen and his
men were concerned, and they were up to
the ball every time. e i i

- The way some of the goals came was
unfortunate, and this undoubtedly took a
lot of the fight out of Luton. They fought
back courageously in the second half, but|
there was not sufficient snap in the front
line to gain a goal that would have give
them confidence, and acted as a tonic.. |
- We must ex ; 3

-

they will do better when the - heavy|
grounds arvive S Noceor
A word for the referee. ' If there were
more like Mr. Horwood, K we should have
much less to grumble about..
. He was firm and fair, and there
few decisions whic

; ere were)
t} © evoked argument

away afterwards. .
- Luton did much better, however, in a
second half that was unexciting. Foot-
tall deteriorated, and there was little
for the crowd to cheer.

The Town forwards seemed to get
littie confidence from somewhere, and
bégan to hold the 'ball, though they
never functioned ‘as a line, and the home
defence was seldom in trouble. :
DIFFERENT FROPOSITION~

Reasons for the deteat ? Well, first of
all, tnz Viua are.a vastly dimerent pro-
position oa their own ground than they
‘were  at - Kenuworiuh-road. - 1hey. haa
room to inauige in uneir clever 100thuui,
but, even then, I was rather disappointed,

“Lhe pall was Iar oo mucn I1n the air,
and the viila were quite as big omenders
as / th TowWn L el s 2 ;

Thrge or the 'goals ﬁ\lght"» have ,b’eén‘
preveuted, bug I o not ieel inclined to
blam= the aelence 100 mucn, ‘Lhey were
anaer a plg handicap, 1or the pall was
concinually comuaig wack, ana there wewe
times wnen tutney were nearly run oit
iheir feet. A

BAD POSIPLONING

Bad positioning, as much as anything
else, was a COnULIpULOry cause,. AT Tlmes
there was a gap petween the HACKS,  and,
witih Nelson not 10" nis best form, tTne
Villa lorwards @ dia very much as they
liked 1in ctne Iirst Lalr, ;

plng anu Sluivd were constantly being
orced back on their own goal, wnich 1s
aiways a mistake. In the secona half,
they played well up the field, and got on
top of tne home rorwards instead or let-
ting the home forwards get on top of
them. The result was that the -Villa’s
second halr attacks were frequently held
up by oflside. ey

Had the backs done this in the first
half, then the Town might have got some-
where. . Then again, we get baek to the
forwards; it was their ‘ineptitude that
allowed the Villa to keep driving the Town
pack, and I think that this is the depart-
ment that needs -attention, o g i

I do not wish to be over-critical, but on
last night’s showing, the Town ‘'had no

a

forward who = could really be  called
dangerous, £ 3
PAYNE WELL HELD

- Payne was a long way {rom being Payne.
He never got the better of Allen, who
played another svorming game, ;m;xd mq
rfown leader seems to have lost’ most of
that dash that made him a menace O
soalkeepers last season.
':“boﬂe wLas rarely in the picture, and had
fewer shots at goal than I have ever seen
him have. I thought he might have mudg
better use of “a couple of chances that
came his way in the second half, but he
did not seem 1;‘0 be able to get to the bal}
ckly enough.
qqus(fillthls Villa defence 1s as spllfl as the
Rock of Gibraltar. 7The positioning was
an object lesson, with Callaghan, Allen
and Cummings forming an almost In-
surmountable barrierd
weaknesses an )
anﬁo the Tosvn forwards were 1ot clever
enough to force thém to make mistakes.
STEPHENSON’S lMl'th\'EMEN'l‘

b nson was perhaps the pest of phe_
froslg%mlliene, and he played much belttgz
than in any game this season. Even /t'mer'
he did not show his best form. Howev "
he was the one from whom mosty dangﬁa
came, and hle {snﬁtched at the one slip

aghan. ; i
m%‘c{ue lfgit;c\%lmg was bevter than the r!gnt,
but Roberts, though working hard," did
not reach any great. heights. and never
seemed to get anywhere.  The .same
applied to Dawes, who would not have
been recognised as the same player who
scintillated against Manchester United.

I recall only one  shot from him, and
that went over the top. Hancock: was
completely overshadowed by Cummings,
and was usually pulled up before he could

do any damage. = - o
' He has an Iritating hablt of bringing
the ball back, and by doing this he
played Into'the left-back’s hands, =
I wondered in the first half if the Town
forwards had- an inferiority complex, for
empt any con-

no mistakes here,

they seemed afraid to aty
structive work.
OVER-AWED? ;

~ It may have been tha
awed by the occasfon,
thelr due, they pulled

U they were over-
‘but, to give them

Lamong the crowd.

out usefi { ;
in the second half. ul football

‘ Yet 1t goti
nowhere, and they could never gpa?sst{lﬁﬂ

b‘x"llgrlfwall ; Sefi?xi%e'l :

¢ work of Finlayson and Fellow

the bright spot of the Town vteaﬁ'wq‘?

bhouI%{n;l Fellowvss vxnsla sl}ade the better

but Finlayson was facing the best forward

on the field in Starling. Frand
Nevertheless, the right-half was an

effective counter to Starling’s guile, and
“eadal - tremendously’ ‘hard, - He and

anys . AN A ALY P At mdode o N



