Town Went Out With
Colours Flying

By Chiltern
LEICESTER CITY
LUTON TOWN

To have produced football of such a top-class calibre,
and yet to be knocked out of the Cup was as bitter
a disappointment to the Town players as it was to
the thousands of supporters who followed them to
Leicester.

However, the team went out with colours flying and
after a tremendous fight which went very close to
taking them through to the last eight.

There could have been few among those Luton fans
who were not proud of their team on their showing
in this match, which provided- anoth¢r all-out
battle full of thrills and excitement.

The only pity was that one of
these two grand teams had to
lose interest in the competition,
and it might just as easily have
been the City, for everything was
in the balance during that terrific
second half Luton rally when it
was touch and go whether the
Town would regain the advantage
they held in the early stages of

the game.

Most of the luck in the game
went to Leicester, but it has
.always been an adage that a team
cannot win a Cup-tie without a
bit of good fortune.

Things went right for them
even before play began for they
won the toss and set the Town

to fuce a blinding sun,

Certainly that advantage was
 neutralised to some extent by the
'snap goal which BRENNAN
scored in the first minute after a
quick Arnison—Small move which
caught the City defence napping.
. However, I have wondered
since, whether the City forwards
would have bad that riotous quar- |
ter of an hour when their for-
wards simply ripped the Town de-
fence to shreds, and seemingly
won the game by scoring three
goals, had they been kicking the||
other way.

THREE QUICK BLOWS

. How much of the bad covering|,
in defence which occurred dur-|
ing that spell could be put down
to the sun is difficult to say, but|,
lx!l:e 2%? r;m:;nad that beween
e and 42nd minutes, LEE,
GRIFFITHS and CHISHOLM|
had all planted the ball past
Streten to give the City a 3—1|
interyal lead which was incon-
gruous on the run of the play.

The ‘'fown forwards had

.to their
d pinng




et Specdy  riglht  winger.

Bearing in mind the happenings
f the preyvious week, there was
Uways the prospect of a Town|
evival, but this began to look a
lim hope when Hall was penal-
sed for pulling down Griffiths and
LEE scored from the penalty spot
Nllh the second half five minuies
s1d

Even with the dice so_heavily
oadec against them, the Town
cfused 1o abandon their methodi-
al football . and with Kiernan
ind Brennan playing magnificently,
here was always the yssibility
hat |hcy would get back into the
Zam

Th- possibility became - hard
fact 18 minutes from the end
wvhen ARNISON headed Waugh's
centre into the net, and when, two
minutes later, BRENNAN crashed
he ball into the net from a corner,
he atmospherc suddenly became
slectric

No doubt about jt, the Clty
were on the run, and had th
referee’s verdict gone in ll\e
Town’s favour when they
claimed that a  header from
Brenvan had crossed the line,
then the City might have peen
snuffed right out of the game:
That was_sheer misfortune for
hie. Town since they claimed that
the ball was over by at least a
foot, but they still had hope until
1 sudden_break by Lee led to
GRI FFIJHS scoring and_brought
the biggest sigh of relief of the
n!(ernnon from the City, fans.
Even then the Town were not
lhrou%h for they gave the City
som¢ thing to thmk about in the
osmé. minutes and  certainly
should haye been awarded a
penalty for hands.

FORWARDS WERE |

Once agam, the forwards were
the nien of the match, and

iernan and Brennan produced
some bewilderingly clever football
whicl: deserved to produce more |
goals  Arnison, too, dove-tailed |
into the scheme of things, but the
tall seemed to persist in runnin;
awkward]y for them in front of

augh usually bad the measure
nf Jelly. and did much that_was
useful, but Small, who beat Scott
for speed dn(' not always make the |,
most of the fine material which
Kienan provided for him.

What can we say of the de-
fence? Answer is: probably con-
tained in the fact that th=¥ were
up dgainst one of the fastest,
most direct forward lines in the
country, and, hard as  they
fought, they "simply could not

up the which occurred
nersisiently,

t one was down the
mids and a pass
neemed to !hrow the whole de-

onfusion
The lull-hncks rmly plvoted
on Hall, bm probably the { were
1lmlf ul of the havoo which  the
ngers might wreak.

(hrouzh Y i
usual gallantry, lhnunh wlm not
quite t me success which hag
lmnded his efforts recemly. and
M\lvnnuy had quite o fair gam
he” got into tha way of

Gardiner it all 2
humlnly mxll de!a e nnd
attack, Waitking tackled a
msn-nml luk with plenty of
zest, but the fncl rlmllned um,
collectively, zh
sound, and _that (hz l
negu eumpletely cl
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