' Home Points Lost In

Diéappointing Match

By Chiltern

LUTON TOWN

WEST HAM ..
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This was the sort of game to give weight to the argu-
ments of those who say that the football season
lasts too long, for the football produced was
typical of the end of the scason, and that is not
due for another five weeks,

Secret of it all, probably, was that the hard ground and
the light, awkwardly-bouncing ball, defeated all the
efforts of both teams to play their normal game,

Passes went astray with mono-
tonous zeeu}a(uy, the ball was
much i the air, and more often
than nef, shots were well oft the
target—all mistakes  which, in
some parl, at least, could be put
down to the ftrickiness of (the
lively ball, L

Yet, even taking that into cons
sideration, the play should haye
Leen hetter than it was, for while
there were goed spells in the Tirst

half, it deteriorated to a va? l!]m i

cbb long before the seconi
was_through,

The Hammers have often been
something of a bogey team at
Kcnllwg\'%rstand, and, fairly con=
sistgn[ily ﬂL thampazfimtsh%)éwhaw
picked up League pi b

Evsup on the way play went

in s match, lh;y should nof
have been allowed to go away
with the spoils, for the Town
had an abundance of scoring
chances which were allowed to
slip away time and again,

One of the best efforts came
early on, when Small eracked the
ball against the bar, A’ goal then
might have had a steadying effect
on the Town and restored (heir
confidence, which seemed to grow
ess and less as the game wore
n,

RORINSON SCORED
THE ONLY GOAL

The Hammers' goal eame rafher

unexpeetedly after 23 minutes,
when RO met a centre
fram Woodgate with his head.

it ki
i !ge}}ba&!:iem fl’m ced

ball high into the

After that, there was never
mugeh threat frem the Hammers.
and all through the second half
likely te add
lead. The: Town had
much mare of the play after the
interval. but although an injury
te Forde caused a rearrangement
of the Hammers' defence, they
could not score. 5

The nearest they came to deing
so was when a header from Owen
went infa the net, but the referce
promptly awarded the Hammers a
free kick hecause Taylor had been
obstructed.

What honours there were in
this disappointing match went to
the defences, which is usually
the way when conditions are as
they were on Saturday.

Hall was the Town’s outstand-
ing figure with Owen ecovering a
tremendons amount of ground in
his_efforts to foree home attacks,
and probably as fm?uent a maikss
man as any of the forwards,

Cooke made certain that Wood-
gate did not rsvea} too many of
his_tricks, and Mu vaney's rebust
maklm,g was usually tie
Bainbridee, who was ept reason-
ably quiet. *Watkins was racgar
bele}v the high standard he has
set in recent games, though he.
too, was quite foreeful in attack
at _times, N\

Streten was not sa busy as was
Taylor, and had a eomp};r‘ativey
easy afternoon,

ms mostly in

Tol
and sent the
et

much for

part from spa
o first éa?f ;lhg own forward
ine failed to funetion as a. line,
and Arnison was blotted out 'Ly
Walker, Nsathlng seemed to ga
t;;;ﬁ!é: for him, hard though he

Brennan, foo, did not have a
Ery suecessful mateh,

iernan ing his best form
mnlg in sl,m 5, (he m\u(l mid-
field combination went to pieces,

Waugh was the more dangerous
nd more eansistent wlu&u and
) (fut‘h,] s%mn and work in the
msg h.u , but Small was mestly
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