No Goals,

BLACKBURN ROVERS

season,
With it came a most
Park, and nearly a

fighting spirit.

The defence had a hammering
time in the first half when, with
the wind behind them, the Rovers
had far more of the play.

During this time it was well
that Cooke, Owen and Aherne
stood firm, and that Hughes
showed brilliant anticipation in
goal,

Had it not been for this and
the weakness of the Rovers'
forwards in front of goal, the
Town would have faced a very
uphill battle in the second half.
Luck was with them when Holt

crashed a free kick against the
post, with Hughes, unsighted by
the crowd of players, unable to
move towards the ball,

Apart from that incident, the
goalkeeper was equal to every-
thing that came his way and the
Town came through a difficult
first half without having caused
he  Rovers’ defence  much
rouble, but still on level terms.

For the twelfth time this season
did not concede a goal, and
time, the forwards failed to
about the Town’s sevel

valuable point from Ewood
11 the credit going to a gallant

defence, which showed a

But Town

Gain A Vital Pqint

By Chiltern

0 LUTON TOWN (1}
on the Town defence
also for the twelfth
score, which brought
th goalless draw of the

tremendous amount of

seen of the Town forwards, and
Jinks missed a chance early on.

Territorially, play was still in
Blackburn’s favour, but with the
wing halyes more occupied with
defensive matters than they had
been in the first half, they were
deprived of their most able
marksmen.

Apart from Graham, their
forwards were not particularly
dangerous, and the Town
defence was very much on top
of their job in the second half,
The one really narrow escape

was from a shot by Graham
which looked likely to cross the
line with Moore racing up to
make sure. Owen, however,
hooked the ball away, and despite
the Rovers’ appeals, the referee
refused to award a goal.
Meanwhile, the Town had been
dangerous on several occasions,
but never more so than in the
last minute when Stobbart headed
inches over from a centre b

In the second half more was

Wyldes, R :



Fdnld 61 me itself lookf:d w!lut
it ]v:lues gil— a struggle for wtulji
points between two despe;rau:‘
teams—and that factor LO‘ﬂl“
bined with the light ball me.n’n"\
that the quality of footbal {

red.
gggn again played a great part
for the Town and his subjection
of Moore meant a disappointing |
first home appearance for the|

Rovers’ new centre-forward, who

completed an unhappy day by

fracturing his nose in the incident
when Owen cleared off the goal

Imf’;lways cool and collected,

Owen stood out in defence, and

was splendidly backed up by

Cooke and Aherne, both of

whom the the better of tussles

with their opposing wingers.

FINE UNDERSTANDING

HERE

There was fine understandjng
between these three, and behind
them was Hughes, decisive and
confidenit in- everything he did
and deservedly gaining applause
from the crowkl for his fine Judg-
ment and handling of the ball.

Neither  Watkins nor Shanks
got a grip on things during the
first half, but they did better
later, and Watkins in %Jaru'cular
played strongly and well in the
second half,

Shanks was opposed to Rovers’
most  dangerous  forward in
Graham, and he found him some-
thing of a handful,

e forwards did not see a
lot of the ball in the first half,
and when they did they were
unable to make much progress,
Result was that Patterson’s task
before the interya] was simple,
alild relatively few shots reached

m.

After the interval, there was
more cohesion in the line whith,
however, stil, lacked power in
front of goal, otherwise they
might have snatched the lead in
the Acl_osn_ng Stages,

Finishing of both attacks was
tglowtﬂar, and it }valls not all due

€  stranglehold i
defences mostly hgeld. phids

The right wing was the better
balanced, with Glover causing
Eckersley quite a lot of trouble,
but not always using the ball to
the .best. advantage, and Kiernan
zoming into_his own after a djs-
ppointing, first half, and making
ome good openings,

Jinks  had not the best of
upport, but he lacked dush and
inishing power, qand was seldom ||
| potential goal-scorer, On the |,
tther ~hand,  Stobbart always |
ooked as if" he might do some- ||
hing in this direction, but, some-
(7.8 ne;'lgr found " things ‘coming|
ME for him, e j
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