


I With a bit more luck and ;
lagainst a less able goalkeeper than
streten they would have reached|)
.evel terms before they did, which|;
was after 30 minutes, when
LAMBDEN banged the ball into
an empty net after Streten had
done the only thing possible by
ieaving. his goal to stop a shot
from' Roost, who was clear of allj]
other opposition 1
 The = ball rebounded from
Streten's legs to Lambden, who|®
made no mistake with a well-|I
iudged shot, £
By the time the interval was
reached the odds had shifted in
the Rovers’ tayour with perhaps
the only query being whether they
|could stand unul the end the
racking pace -they had set
hroughout the first half. }
| Thag there was no doubt about|:
|that they soon demonstrated, for
|with  the second . half = nine
oiinutes old, PETHERBRIDGE
(scored a clever individual goal and
tor some time tollowing that, the
Rovers dictated the play with the
,\Town able to do little about i,
hen at last a rally did come
| from Luton about 20 minutes|
trom the end, the Rovers’ for-
wards hurriedly reinforced the
defence and they had a trying
time for some 10 minutes during
which there were a couple of
UAITOW. escapes,
| Hoyle risked a serious injury in
|5aving from Davie at point-blank
|range and later Pitt kicked off the
;(goal-line in a desperate Town raid
i which Owen, Davie and Lamb-
,{den were all injured,
| This phase passed, and with'it the
| Town's chance of appearing in the
last 16, foy Rovers took com-
,mand again in the closing
‘| minutes.




DEFENCE WAS UNCERTAIN

Seldom  has the Town defence
looked so uncertain and so uneasy
as in tlis match. The first-time
passing and hard following-up by
the Rovers worried them continu-|
ally and, in addition, there was||
the craft and cleverness of|
Petherbridge, who gave Aherne one
of his most unfruitful afternoons|!
since joming the club, 1

Cooke was  moie successful|!
without being anything like S0
assured as usual either 1 his|
tackling and his kicking.

Altreugh Watkins had a fuir|’
game, vhere was nothing like the|’
dominance at wing-nalf that the
Town neceded agamst this go-
ahead attack, for Moiton had a
roor day.

All this made Owen's task far
from easy, for in addition o the
recessity for Keeping an eye on
Lamoden, he had (0 try (o cover
up gaps on many other occasions.

ywhich meant \hat it was just
as well that Streten reavhed
peak form again, and he cer-
tainly did pot deserve to ne on

the losing side, for he made a

series of brilliant saves, especs

ially in the first half,

Main honours in attack went to
Stobbart for his ununng and
clever work. Davie, a litde too
claborate at times, yet hid a
reasonably good game, and Gloyer
made many aceurate cenues.

The same could not be said of
Wyldes who was blotted out of
the game by Bamford and madc
an unhappy return Lo the semor
side. As tor Shanks, hard thougn
he worked, he scarcely showed
comruensurate results m what be
achieved |

LUTON TOWN. Streten;
Cooke, Alierne; Morton,  Owen,
| Watking: Gloyer, Shanks, Stob-
(bart, Davie, Wyldes,

BRISTOL ROVERS ¢ Hayle;
Bamford, [Fox; it \Warren,
Sampson; Petherbridge, Bradlord,
Lambden, Roost, Watling.

Referce: R0, Burgess,
(Reading,
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