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Luton Town Football and Athletic Co., Ltd.

Established 1885 Incorporated 1897

First Professional Side, Season 1891-92

CLUB NOTES

WE begin our home League II programme of the

1952/53 season with a very attractive game,
for we have as our opponents the ** Blues” from
Birmingham, who so narrowly missed gaining
promotion last season. This is the team we seem
unable to beat, for not once since football was
resumed after the war have we been able to finish
on the winning side. At each encounter we
naturally hope to change this state of affairs, and of
course this one is no exception for we do want to
start off our home programme with a nice win,
especially after our defeat at the hands of a newly
promoted Argyle at Plymouth last Saturday. It

* was lost by the narrowest of margins, but that does

not alter the fact that no points were gained.
Birmingham did well to make a draw of their match
at Rotherham last Saturday, and are no doubt hoping
to at least repeat that result here tonight. The
* Blues ' have always been noted for their strong
defence, conceding only 56 goals in their 42 League
II matches last season, a very good performance
beaten only in our Division by Cardiff City, who
had two goals less scored against them. Birmingham
have undoubtedly a great deal to thank their
International Goalkeeper, Gilbert Merrick for having
so few goals scored ** against,” for he is a goalkeeper
who is always consistently good, or so we have
always found him.

The conditions at Plymouth last Saturday, were
anything but ideal for football. The heat was
almost tropical, and they were two very tired teams
as they left the field. We of course expected a
very hard match for undoubtedly the Argyle wanted
to show their supporters that their form last season
was no flash in the pan. Our forwards just could
not seem to get going, although when they did open
their scoring with a goal ten minutes from the end
by Bernard Moore after good work by Hugh
McJarrow, no one would have been surprised if we
had obtained an equaliser. But it was not to be
and so Argyle start off with their first big obstacle
safely surmounted.

We wish to take this first opportunity of
welcoming Jesse Pye to our midst, hoping he will
quickly settle down in his new surroundings and be
very happy here. He showed us in the practice
match that he has not lost any of his skill and that
he will undoubtedly be an asset to the side. He
played quite well at Plymouth and was our most
effective forward.

The conditions here too were rather on the
warm side for the Stiffs opening match, which they
won quite comfortably in the end by five goals to

one, a very good start to the season. It was good
to see Roy Davies stand up to the test so well on
his first game after so serious an injury, and we are
all hoping his progress will be maintained. Ron
Baynham was another who took the eye with his
spectacular but quite safe handling of the ball,
especially of the high crosses. A very nice run by
Jim Pemberton with a perfect pass to Gordon
Turner, who had quietly moved in to position, gave
him his second goal and a similar run by Roy
Davies a few minutes later with a fine pass to
Turner who headed in to be what everyone thought
would have been Gordon’s hat-trick was thwarted
by « brilliant save on the part of the Bristol
custodian. It is noticed that Bristol Rovers
Reserves beat Bristol City Reserves on Monday
evening by 4 clear goals. This result puts the Stiffs
performance in even better light.

At the Board Meeting held last week it was
decided to send a donation of one hundred guineas
to the Mayor of Luton in support of his appeal for
Funds towards those unfortunate people who lost
their all at Lynmouth recently. In addition the
Board thought it would be a nice gesture if the
spectators at this match tonight were also given
the opportunity of making a contribution. The
collectors of the Luton Band have very kindly
consented to come round with collecting boxes, and
all the money so collected will go towards the
Lynmouth Fund. We hope there will be a good
response.

The Luton Band, we are pleased to say, will
again be playing at First Team matches this season
whenever they can, as they did last season. Mid-
week matches are of course very difficult for them
as some of them do not leave work until late, but
those of them who can will be here this evening
to play during the interval. The contributions you
made last season were most welcome and were the
means of just keeping the Band's Funds on the
right side, although the new instruments and
uniforms they are hoping to buy will have to wait
a little longer until the necessary cash is at hand.
So we are hoping you will all continue to make
your contributions each time there is a collection,
for it is used in helping to keep Luton well to the
front in the Band world, as well as catering for your
enjoyment here.

As you see on the cover we are including a
photograph of our Team Manager, Douglas ** Dally ™
Duncan. Each First Team programme there will
be a similar photograph of a player, starting with
our captain Sid Owen, on Saturday next, with a
small write-up of his football career. We trust
this will be a very popular feature of our programme.

“Dally” Duncan was given this title by his
father, for whenever he was sent anywhere would
“dally” on the way, always with a ball at his
feet. Left home when only 17 to join Hull City,
becoming a professional player at 18. Was
transferred to Derby County and while with
them gained 9 caps playing for Scotland at
outside left in home internationals, also an F.A.

THE COVERMAN-—‘Dally” Duncan, Team Manager

Cup winners medal. Joined Luton Town 25th
October, 1946, as player coach, taking over the
position of player manager when George Martin
left for Newcastle, June 1947, and becoming team
manager 26th April, 1948. Believes in the adage
so stressed by the great ones of the past, that
if you continue to play football, good results
will follow.
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FIRST XI Division 1I E: A RESERVE FIXTURES Football Combination F. A.
¥ - 1951/52 1951/52
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s M : Sheffield Wed. ... 42 21 11 10100 66 53 FOOTBALL LEAGUE—DIVISION II
WEDD~:N°G RECEPTIONI G CaIAL ] - o S R s Ly o e T stuart street, Luton Cardift City ... a2 208 ] - R g0 R BT
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424 DUNSTABLE BORDEM -~ -2~ v L0 e il Luton Town Football Barnsley .. - .. 42 11- 14717 59 72°36 Bobbers Stand (covered) 1/3
"Phone LUTON 1626 B i by o R el and Athletic Co., Ltd. Coventry City .. 42 14 6 22 59 82 34 Terraces (not covered) 1/ Boys 9d.

Queens Park Rangers 42 11 12 19 52 81 34 All Prices include Entertainment Tax



G. A. WILD & SONS

The Town’s
LEADING SPORTS OUTFITTERS

14, Manchester Street - - Luton

’Phone No. 780
Also at

103. High Street North, Dunstable

’Phone No. 275

Y Suppliers to the Luton Town Football Club v
Your Goal for all leading makes of Sports Goods

Stocks of Embekay, Manfield, Cotton Oxford
Shillcock, Arthur Rowe FOOTBALL BOOTS

In Great Variety

FOOTBALY JERSEYS Y:  SHIRTS. . : KNICKSY : ~HOSE

GOAL KEEPERS' SWEATERS : SHIN GUARDS : GOAL POSTS

GOAL-NETS : BALL CARRYING NETS:: TRACK SUITS
"REFEREE'S OUTFITS, ETC.

Agents for Thomlinson’s Improved T Pattern
Stuart Surridge Straight Eighteen, Webber’s Premier
Slazenger’s All White Association Footballs in valve or nozzle pattern
We hold a grand range of
RUGBY = BADMINTON <= SQUASH <« BOXING EQUIPMENT

Our Winter Catalogues Free on Application
We welcome all enquiries
BRISTLE, PLASTICINE and COMPRESSED PAPER DART BOARDS
DARTS TO SUIT EVERY PLAYER
Super Range of Feather, Plastic and Cane Flights

Indoor Games a Speciality Regulation Table Tennis Tables in Stock

We hold the finest range of Travel Goods in the County
Agents for Antler, Revelation, Globe Trotter Elfc.

Printed by E. A. Allen & Son (Luton) Ltd., 424, Dunstable Road, Luton. 'Phone 1626.
Published by Luton Town Football and Athletic Co.. Ltd., Kenilworth Road, Luton.
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