THIS GROUND SUITS |
' THE TOWN DEFENCE

Mastered Hammers, Then

Mitchell Scored Winner

By Chiltern
WEST HAM UNITED 0 LUTON TOWN ...... 1

One ground on which the Town defence almost
invariably does well is that of West Ham, for in
nine League visits there they have conceded only
seven goals and have prevented the Hammers from
scoring on Six occasions.

However, on the other hand, the Town forwards have
never shown any marked liking for these surround-
ings as is evidenced by the fact that they have never
managed to score more than once in any of the nine
encounters. Yet, despite this, the Town have

averaged a point a match at West Ham over the
years.

Sct in tue old, familiar pattern  opponent and then make use of the
was the latest meeting, with de-| ball
fences taking such a grip that a| The inside forward set-up was
goalless draw seemed the most |not completely satisfactory and the
likely result, barring a mistake by | switch betwcen Moore and Turner
one of th: many sure-footed de- | made in the latter part of the
fenders. seccond half was not a real success.

Sure enough, it happened, and { Moore accomplished rather more
it was the home centre-half, | than Turner, but since the omis-

Allison, who had been putting up | sion of Watkins he has been forced

one of his best displays of the | to change his style a little in order

season who was rhe unfortunate | to do some of the hard work in
culprit. the middle of the field.

He bungied a clearance in front | Turner’s main forte is hls ability |
of goal when he could have puslied 150 score goals, but he had little
the ball back to the goalkzaeper and pportunity of doing so. in this|
MITCHELL, hanging around . match and although he made some |
the region of the centre forward good attempts. his general play d.ld

osition, gain pOSSession. not impress.

5 Ernie Gregory pushed out his From Mitchell came one af thase |
first terrific right-footed shot Etut opportunist goals dunng a time |
Mitchell met the rebound with his { when he was not being broughr I
left foot and this time the goal-{much into the game and he saw |
keeper had no chance. most of the ball before thO iﬂtﬁTﬂ

The goal came 20 minutes from | val when he made some .Splen ‘-Jd“- |
the end and there were few amonﬁ runs and showed signs Of re’
the Hammers’ supporters who had | to his best B
any real confidence that their tcam § WEST HAM U'I'D—G'
could hit vack. (E); Wright, Bond; Par'_ger Alli-

A singlc goal was as much as-sgn‘ O’Farrell Wmdgataitﬁmgﬁfy;
this match ever looked like pro-|(J), Kearns, an “Andrews.

ducing and, sure enough, 1t was ik i
the one that brought the Town a Jo%grofhe?n%wMo mia-'f:nhm

brace of invaluable points to keep |Gy " % Orton, i VWi,
s:  Cullen, Moore, Pye
them in the promotion hunt mLE NNENET VD TCHATU A e

iia real chance. |  Referee—W- B Evéfett
| OWED BIG DEBT Attendance.—-23 ,500.

| TO DEFENCE | -—-—-—-—-i-
| For the success, the Town owed
a considerable debt to a casr-iron
defence which exposed the himita- |
tions of the Hammers’ atrack. es-
pecially in the inside forward
.| positions

: Neither inside man could makF
much impression on Morton and
Shanks who broke up attack after
attack before it had really got
under way.

The tackling of both was ex- |
tremely good and Morfon again
took the eye through his fol'ct:-
ful, accurate p
Kearns nevcr even lonked like |

posing a problem to Owen whoi
was the master throughout &nd he |
never lost command of the situa- |
tion even though he was handi«|
capped a little by a pamful ankla

, Sound contﬂlmﬁons game ..J
1| from the nll-backs and there |
| was a well-knit lwk abont tlle
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whole defence.

While the Hammers”’ fmwar& .,
| did have . vlenty. of the ball ang J,
| there was quite consistent pressure |

| during the early part of the second |
half th&i’r shoonng eauhed Bayn= |
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