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So it was at Kenilworth-road on Saturday when the
Town had sufficient of the first-half play to have
" ensured adequate revenge for, that Cu _
. unex ctedly 111ﬂ1cted on them by anto Rovers W

‘as. a -winning

'match, for there is
,posmb,lht of accidents in defence,

a moot

| Bﬁd
‘was never any oubt of what the
_:efereﬂ S decismn would be.

'3211:1 minute with a shot that went |
|1n off Bamford after Turner had

| forwards
| interyal, but, after the opening
| stages, goals did not look

Mizzlin

LUTON TOWN i
In their last four hOme League matches the Town have

- root of the trouble,

i 1951,

- As has bcen pointed out before
one goal can never be regarde
margin in any
always  the
Whﬂther what ﬁpencd Jmmﬁ:#.
diately before the Rovers’ equal-
iser in this match can rightly be
regarded as in this category is
Emut and the home fans

stood aghast 20 minutes from the
when Owen blatantly handled
ball in front of goal and there

The  official mlmediately
ﬁ ointed to the spot to give the
overs the chance m save 2
point Which they had not
ltmkad like doing previously.
PITT made no mistake, despite |

a frantic dive 10 his left by |

Streten, who was bcateu by the
pace of the ball. "
Befara this, the Town had bef:n
V% alon hﬂldm the lead that |
NIE had given them in the

thltern k y
1 BRISTOL ROVERS e |

dropped four points—points that would have kept.
 them among the pmmntmn-seekmg clubs—and, in
~each case lack of scoring power has been at thc 1

' thaugh he trled and Adam, last- J
mipute deputy for ‘Mitchell, did
‘not make the most of his oppor-

| wards was Downie who also pro-

he was overshadowed by

made the opening for him, |

There had been signs of goals’
before this arrived, including near
misses by Turner and Dowmcl
and, afterwards, Turner was
unlucky to be the victim of a trip
from behind by Warren after he
had beaten the centre-half and

| was steering a4 clear course for
| gnal

Town
the

"More 'actmty by the
followed after

prob-
able and the match lnuked like
‘out Into a narrow win for
‘the Town until OWﬂn conceded
the penalty,

INSTINCTIVE ACTION

Explanation of the incident by
the 'manager afterwards was on
the lines that it was an instinctive
action bf Owen after the flight of
the I from a corner by
Mcllyenny had been changed by
Watling’s head,

Whatever the reason, it was a
costly affair to the Town even
thnngh Hale would have been &
possible scorer had the ball been
allowed to go through.

Nevertheless, the fact remains
that the forwards are still not giv-
ing the defence any margin for
mistakes and too much reliance
is being placed on the strength of
this department,

And strong it was in this
-~ match, as was discovered by the

Rmers’ forwards, who relied

mainly on dash and buostle as

their means of making grmmd

This did not cause the Town
a great deal of concern_even when
Hale tried to steam-roller his way

‘through, for Owen was in dour

mood and had full command of
the middle of the field.

Strong  tackling and quick
covering by Morton ang Shanks
meant that there was not the
slightest suggestion of weakness in
the middle line and the water-
tight look of the defence as a
whole was added to by the sound.
ness of Jones and Aherne. |
© On' tHis occasion Jones cut oug
the frills in favour of more
straightforward tacticg and Aherne
gave another ﬁrﬂt—claas display

Seldom did the Rovers produce
anything in the nature of shots
calculated to trouble Streten who
dealf aafel}r and apeedily  with
everything ‘that cm‘ﬁﬁ his way,

~ Forward, el"p Wwas 2
different story, or although
there  way  some  neat nnd

accurate approach work durin
the first half that looked as i
the goal-staryed tans might be |
given a long-awaited u'eat gouly
did not appear as a result,
Choice of Pemberton for inside-

right was not a success, hard
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defeat |

because his use of

tunity, maml
his hmsh:ng were

the ball an
erratic.
Some of his’ fndtworlc was very
good, ‘but finish 1s ﬂ]i-impprtant
and there is not sufficient of lhat |
in the front lin¢ as it is. i
More use could have beml
made of 'Davies, who had a long
spell in the first. half Whﬁn he l |
rarely saw the ball,
Most constructive of the for-

duced: most of the shooting, but ,“
Turner impressed by the way .in |
which he led-the attack before thf:

interval,
Afterwards Wpart "
arren
LLUTON  TOWN : Stretcn. |
Jones, 'Aherne; Morton, Owen,
Shanks;  Davies, Pembertan,
Turncr Downie, Adam |
BRISTOL ROVERS : Radford
Bamfﬂrd Fox ; Pitt, Warren,

Sampson; McIlvenny Blggs Hale,
Monard Watlmg -

with less




