JEST LAID PLANS CAN GO ASTRAY

ESERVES’
INTEREST

SLIP ENDS
IN TITLE

Hard-Fighting Defence
llad Star Role At Bury

By Chiltern
football, as im everything else, the best laid plans can

go astray im smexpected fashiom, as the Towm
discovered om Saturday whea the Reserves, given

pride of

piace so far as (eam selection was

concerned, fell from grace badly in losing at home

10 Reading,

hi~ not only deprived them of their last chance of the
Combination title, but removed much of the
ttraction from to-morrow’s home gam:= with West
tHam. which might easily have drawn a record
Reserve team gate in other circumstances.

Wwho. this was bappening, the
m, (O
Lal .
Bury mm an :
wwpe of scramble, in which

[ |
f: 8
ID LIll'

fences \l_rt"_rl:hm on top from
{ o hins _

l{*hh'll")’ was dim m-'y t'O
euics  from the end, when

choll accepted one of the few
:;:--: chances that bhad been
acd out and cracked in a hard
w> trom the inside-right posi-
q that sent the ball into the
t ol the inside of the post.

Th.t redeemed to some extent
othcr poor display by the for-
rds. who showed littke in the
v of cohesion and usually fg!
& victims to the Bury defence

orwcards Made Very

Little Impression

\RT1ICULARLY was thss the
cise in the first hall. when
y mide scarcely any imores.on
all and the Bury defenders
med to bave all the time n
world in which to make their
Arancey, _
Somc mcasure of improvement
ach.cved whem Scott was
pved (O centre<forward., witn
ner at inside-night. and Scott's
sh began 1o cause the home
m some concern, though there
s not a large measure of sup-
n for him.
he first hall was very much
story ol onc-way traffic Wilh
ry doing mosy of the pressing
i the Town defence having to
it dosperately o keep them

ing Halves Took On
in Attacking Role

N miuny occasiops a go

scemed imminent, only to be

vedd ol by a desperate

a hinc save by Streten, but,
intcrval apprgached, it scemed
the ecoal musg fall,

" Bury

po much onm top
ome that Daniel and

¢ able 10 take on an attacking
which increased even further

@

§E

the difbculties of the Town
defence, who experienced once
again the cxasperation of having
the ball coming back (o them
continually.

Biggest let-off of all came just
before half-time, when Pearsom
headed againsy 1% inside of the
post and. near miraciously, the
ball come back into play instead
of being into the net.

Bury Missed Several
Good Chances

OTHF.R c%i1nces were allowed to
?ass by and it was well for
the Town that the Bury finishing
was sub-standard, otherwise thev
would have foung themscives in
serious trouble at half-time,
Things did not quite turm out
as Bury ¢ ed after (he interval,
{ for it them a long time (o
begin to press again with any
prospecy of success, and while
they were still lacking smooth-
and thrust, we did sce the
Hm attack in a more favourable
ﬁth'.cht for a while than had been
Case at an stage.
This was largely due to the
cxertione of Scoit, who was 3
* deal more lively in the
middle than Turner had been, and
his dash kept the home defence
more occupied.

Switching Underlined

The Weaknesses

DESPITE that, shots that looked
as if they might have the
“ goal " label tied on them were
few and far between and it was
at the other end that the nearest
approach to success came when
Simm, who had switched with
Imlach, bcat Sireten with a fierce
rising shot that went over the top
of the bar.
The amount of switching that
went on by both sets of forwards

underlined the in
this direction, and Kelly Tul 8
time on the left wing with Imilach
in the maddle, but even then they
did not manage to disturb the
equanimity of the Town defence.

|

Threestone

oo 3 hl"-h{np_
€16 0.0

Five-stone Diamond
haif-hoop, €26.10.0

tud 1823

th St., South,
NSTABLE

Y

of attractive and modestly
priced rings—each the work
of a master craftsman. Every
ring Is a model of carefully
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hand-set into designs of
intriguing loveliness. In a
friendly atmosphere you can
select the ring to express
your happiness and remain
your pride and pleasure for
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of a Joames Walker ring
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shop has a wide selection

a lifetime.
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FOR THE RECORDS
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Goram;
Massey; Daniel,
Bardsiey ;

Hitcmen, imaiach,
Qiarke, Kelly, Peasrdon, Simen,

LUTON TOWN: Stretes;

Jomes, Aberme;

Scot, T

Referec: W,
West Bromwich.
Attendance: 11,018.

There was a change by Davies
and Mitchell, too, and it was this
2:!' finally led to the decwsive

Brilliant Defensive
Work By Town

THE move began from Davies on

the left, and when his hi ¢
centre was not intercepted Turner
hooked the ball back te Mitchell,
who hit it first tme and left
Goram helpless.

So Bury paud the penalty of lack
of finish, and while perhaps the
Town did not deserve the points
on the run of the play, they carned
high rating for a brilliant defen-
si:&_display which was on a level
with that they put up at Breat-
ford. where they were also winners
by the only goal.

Fortunate indeed are the club
that tkey have in Morton a player
who can step into the ceatre-half
Fposition so successfully that Owen
is not missed and he was the
corner-stone of the defence,

Morton’s Complete

Grip On Kelly

ALL through, he gave Kelly a

most unhappy ume, about
which the crowd, disappointed
not only by their tcam’'s display
but by the quality of the foot-
ball, too, did not hesilale to
remind him.

Morton never gave the centre-
forward the slightest scope, and
it was as well that the way down
the middle was blocked so firmly,
for Pearson laid on a number of
finc through passes that might
castly have been turned to
account.

Also in the honours lisy was
Downie, appearing at left-half
for the first time in a Lecague
match and, despite the compara-
tive strangeness of the position
to him, he quickly settled down
lo play strongly and well

Middle Line Was
A Strong Point

ALWAYS comung In to mect

the ball, he tried to use it,
too, and, al times, it was quilc
rcmarkable how he got up
rcach high centres with his head.

With Shanks showing a coa-
tinuance of his recent fine form
and giving Pearsom little room
in which (o manouevre,
middic line was one of
Town's strongest points, cven
though the wing halves fre-
quently found themsclves facing
iwo opponents during the time
Bury were right on top.

Nor for the wingers, cither,
was there much rope. for both
were closely watched and Aherne
played in  immaculate, stylish
fashhon throughout.

Joncs, too, looked a stylist and
wa$S much on top of the job.

“Streten Always Plays
Well Here”

a HE alwm plays well here.”
was comment aboul

Streten- by Bury officials aficr-

Shamks,

Dormie; Davies,
aurner, Commiss,

Clements,
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wards, and it could be added
that this is not the only ground
where he has ecarned similar
praise.

Completely confident in cvery-
thing he did. he brought off many
firstclass saves and was scldom
in real difficulty.

These points brought the total
gained from the last cleven
matches to 15, and enable the
| Town to finish in a hicher posi-
tion than seemed likely before
that run began.

They stand fifth at the moment.,
but can be headed by Rother-

ham United if they win their
out<standing match which 1s at
home.

1 oss of comfidence has prob-
ablv been a big facior in the re-
cent indifferent showings by the
forwards. and one who has been
affecied deeply s Turner.

Attacks Took Too
Long To Develop

OUT of his clement at centre-

(orward. he was too ofien
caught standing still in this match
in which he did mot achieve a
great deal.

Nor would anvthing very much
go right for Cummins, which
was partly his own_ fault because
of h's persistence in hanging on

to the ball and the inaccuracy of
IS Passes.

Turner did better when he
moved (v insf@e-right, and the
forwards as a whole showed

mor¢ dete,mination after half-
tme, and Cummins did a lot of
work in the middle of the ficld.

Miichell rarely struck his best
form, and although Davies
worked hard, he was not so pro-
gressive as usual,

But the line as a whole took
too long in which to develop
their attacks, and it was an un-
cven display in which the indus-
eru; Scott was the pick of the

uncn,

Reserves’ Lapse
Was Expensive
THE Reserves paid the price of

they were beaten by lowly Read-
ing Res.—and an expensive price
il was, too, for now West Ham
Res. are sure of the Football
Combination (Div. ) title.

_Reading Res. were not a
licularly good side, in fact they
rarcly rose above the “ordinary,”
but had three scoring
chances and accepted them all.

LA EL L LR
Town’s 14

For Eire

"['HE Town's three Fire

Internationals, Scamus
Dunn¢, Bud Ahcrne and
George Cummins, are in-
ciluded in the party of 14
players which will fly to
Dublin on Thursday 1o play
three matches in Eire.

Apart from Dunane, Jim
Pemberton, John Groves,
Peter MacEwan and Michacl
Cullen, of the Reserves' team
are included, but thz party
will go without Sid Owen,
who has to report on Monday
for special training at East-
bourne, Notable absentee
from the list is Bert Mitchell
and it looks as if Roy Davies
will be required to fill the
outside-left position,

Jomes, :lhnc, = :
Shanks orto|, oAR @,
Pembertoa; Cullen, Groves,

Turmer, MacEwan, Cummins,
Davies,

That was the difference between
the teams, for while Luton never
touched their best form, had
more of the play and have
had the match won before the
interval,

Scoring Chances Were

Squandered

PERHAPS it or

perhaps they were put out
}of their sinde by a hard-tackling
Reading defence.

Whatever the reason, the home
forwards squandered chances
before the wnterval although mid-
\n'{ through this half Adam, with
a fine hooked shot, scored afier a
well-placed corner by Cullen.

From then until the interval, it

Was NnCcrves,

the | was all Luton but the forwards
the | were unable to score again.

Player who went closest to in-

crcasing the lead was right-half

McGuffice who sent In

three hard drives, two of which
were only inches off the mark.

Three Quick Goals

By Reading

AT the start of the sccond half

it quickly became obvious
that Luton nceded another goal.
fo: Reading had plenty of fight-

N Soirt.
Te becanic a little fraved
for a spell the wvisitors took
command.

and
In the 60th minute Ritchie
equalis:d aficr a

lhishin; when |

T |

TR T
Calling All

Secretaries

With the football scason all
but over, cricket and bowls
enthusiasts arc now coming

- -

I
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into their own, and in most
cases fixture lists for the
summer sports hLave been
printed.

Will club secrctaries plcase
scnd a copy of their fixtures
to the Sports Department,
*The Luton News,” so that
they can be included in the
**Sports Diary ' fecature in
the * Saturday Telegraph '?

A supply of cnicket and

bowls result cards 15 now
available at *“T“he Luton
News ' office.

scramble, and then, within 10
minules, Reading were two goals
in front through Dunne, who put
through hsé own moal whule try-
ing to stop a ceontre from Whecler,
and Bedford.

Luton hit back with a eoal from
Allecn, but, try though they did.
th:y were umable 1o salvage a
point.

It was a pity that they did not
rcach pcak form for this wvual
mailch, AIll the forwards wer:
paichy and the defenc: was gu.lty
g-l'“_sm'cral mistakes in the sccond

alf.

Big Innings For Town

By Newcomer

N[iWCUMIER to the Town C.C..

Douglas Bull, made a most
ausp<cious start with them with a
nne mnings of 79 in the match at
Tring Park on Saturdav. when
the Town had the betier of a
drawn match.

Going in at number 3. Bull
played most styvhishly and had
good support from John Muse
and Billy Hammond.

Despite some accurate bowling
by Doug. Randall who took five

|

a win, and Tnng were 38 behind
?\L r:dhc finsh with two wickets in
Bull also batted well on Sun-
day, when T.
side to Wardown, but the home
imnings was dominaied by John
Oliver, who hit freely for 78 not
Oul.
The visitors never recovered
Tom carly blows struck by Terry
lihl;tet:ew; angl although bctfhcv
until five munutes or

¢

hc;t;scr;Lfrhv. they were

CRICKET IN BRIEF
LUTON TOWN 182 for S dec
(D Bull 7 G W Hammond 27.
J A Muse 20), TRING PARK 144
for 8 (DS Randall 5 for 54, R D
Gardiner 2 for 46).
J AROLIVER'S XTI 141 for S
dec (J A R Oliver 78 not out. D
Bull 36, D Swan 2 for 21. B John-
son 2 for 40), T R KEENS' XI

LUTON TOWN II 141 (A J
Webley 38, D Plastow 33, H
Hewison 25, M Ransom 3 for 31,
R Sear 2 for 12), TRING PARK
Il 115 (G Batchelor 45, M Ran-
som 37, H Hewison 4 for 15).

OLD LUTONIANS 158 (R
Venaoles 57, G Gillespie 24, C
Hayes 22, N. Cleaver 3 for 39)
HEXTON 51 (P Oliver 19, C
Poulter 6 for 22, T Sealy 4 for 28).
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L.V. PLAY-OFF
IS TO-NIGHT

The L.V. League winners' play-
offl at the Brewery C.ub will be
held to-night. and not on Thurs-
day as was stated i1n the “Satur-

goalmouth day Tclegraph.”
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Mr. P. Coley, secretary
Bedfordshire Youth

captain of Limbury Ol Boys,

who beat Lutoa
fimal on the Towa ground om Saturday moraing.—R8781J

wickets. the Town could not force !

R Keens took al
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