’Mu(;h Muddied F brwar(i

Pla, In A Dull Match

(By Chiltern)

LUTON "‘I‘OWN

1 BIRMINGHAM CITY 0

A goat ‘that was in the same muddled, accidental sort
of category as much of the football played by two
shot-shy forward lines in this 1ed|ous meelmg of

two teams who rate

1h

| candidates, gave the Town two pom!s which they

barely deserved.

That the result ended in their favour and served to ldy
further the bogy that Birmingham haye presented
in the past, together with the fine work of the
defence, was about all the cohsolation that the
home fans cauld draw from this display;

Right from the start, defences
were so imuch on 1op that it
seemed inevitdble that ‘the crowd
would 'see few goals for their
noney, and it began (o look as
if they would have no excitement
of this sort at all as the second
half dragged on with no relaxa-
tion n! their grip which defenders
bad taken.

Then, with 'a bare six minutes
remaining, Morton lobbed over
a high' centre (hat Merrick, per-
haps ' unsighted by Boyd,  mis-
Judged and the ball bounced oft

. who ' was running in,
and rolled into the ner.

Appeals for hands against the

outside-left were waved aside

by the referee, and the Town

had not much difficulty in hold-

ing on to their narrow lead.

Apart  from 'some solo runs,
mostly down the Jeft wing by Pyc,
the Town forwards were a slug-
gish, | incohesive ' lot, ' whose
pauing at times was almost un-
belieyably inaccurate, and  any
hopes that the Town would score:
were based mainly on Pye's ability
to free himself n{ the close atten-
tions ‘of Smyith.

WHEN PYE WAS UNLUCKY.

When he did 50, he was always
dangeraus, and he ‘was 'most un-
lucky in the first half when a shot
from an angle oh the left win;
struck' the crossbar and rebounde:
to safety

A]most the' only ‘other dccasion
when  Birmingham looked' likely
to concede a goal during the first
 half Came when Cumimins, drove:
the ball | first time ‘and Merrick
made ‘a great save.

Nor| did Birminghanm give any
more ‘ promise of " goals, ' despite
some neat midfield work and the
speed of ' Astall on'the right wing.
In the main, before the interval,
the ' Town  were ' on
Birmingham  had

'during one | of them, Kinsey, struck
a post, from Lanes pass with
'Streten, for once in'a way, beaten.
One’ of | the disappointinj
fcamres of the Town's foryar
display ' was the lack of
on  the \wings where neither
Mitchell nor Adam seemed to
be able to get going,
Oceasionally, in thc ﬁrst half,
there was' evidence of understand-
ing between 'Cummins and Adam,
|but it did ‘not' amount to much

in/the end and the right wing was‘

very much out of ‘joint.
The switching \of the wingers

| early lin the 'sécond half had 1o

noticeable  effect and it was not
until \Adam went back for a
second spell at outside-left that b
showed anythiag approaching his
\trye forny.

' TURNER WAS TOO DEEP

From' Cummins  tHere  was a
vety patchy display, and| Turner
whether by ‘accident ' or design,
was|top 'often’ lying deep when his
marksmanship abifity, was needed
nnlxgh {xearer gﬂali’ i

For, long spells yc was playing
much 'of a  lone 'hand d,
dangérous. though he was ‘when 1o
possession of the ball, it was too
much.to | expect th_1 o, break
'down' thi§ "solid | Birmingham
defence | with' the measure  off
suppd;t he recelvgd

rmingham Were sirong in
defence—there 'is no denying
that—and there was an’ equally

‘good defensive’ display from the

Town, in wblch me was an

outstanding

Through the wl ole of the match
he scarcely put a foot wrong, and
there was never much fear of the
visitors finding 'a gap down Ihc
middle. Morton played his ‘pa
by putting Murphy Iargely out ut
the’ game, while Shanks was
adequate’ enough on the other
side,

BY cutting down the effective-
ness of the wingers, Dunne and
Aherne did a good job, with the
former slightly ahead ‘of his part-
ner on this occasion, and Streten,
though by no 'means overworked,
was 'in top form and must have
impressed  the England  selector

who was present,

LUTO! TOWN:  Streten;

unne, Ahemc, Morton, Owen,
hanks ; Mm:hcll Turner, Pye,
Cummins,

BIRMINGHAM CITY
Merr Green, | Allen ; Boyd
Smith ‘arhurst; Astall, Kinsey,
Lane, Murphy Govan,

Referce: A. E. Elhs. | Halifax.
Aftendance : . 16,347,




