Although there .
- chickens,” one can
now?” sort of attitude

is certainly justified by

L |

\

at Kenilworth-road and it
the strong position which

the Town have built wp for themselves in the

promofion struggle.

Certainly there is a long way to g0 d s¢ \
them. but the acquisition of 15

away lests awant
points from
them a final total of 56

the remaining 11 matches,

yet and some stern

to bring
points, a target which was

set some weeks ago, should not be an impossible

task.

rcach the same target, Black-
burn require 15 from only
matches, 1.ceds 17 from one

TO

nine

Rotherham 19 from 11, Stoke 20|

from 12. West Ham 20 from 1l.
and Birmingham 22 from 14.
The Town's remaiming pro-
pramme consists of five home
games and sSix away. Ssumir
that they take full points at Kenil-
worth-road. they will then need
ive points from their wvisits {o

Swansca. Liverpool, Leeds. Black- tamed.

burn, Birmingham and Doncasiel
to put themselvex tn what would
obviously be an unassailable posi-
tion. u

As things are at the moment.
with Blackburn suffering (wo

consecutive defeats INotts County |

fadinc out of the picture and
Stoke having g home reverse, a
Jower tolal than S6 might ensure

Assuming |

promotion this Season. ‘

Gamble That Paid

Off Handsomely

SO, what the Town have (0 do

is to eo plodding through |
what iz admittedly a difficult pro-
eramme and hope that a run of |
injuries does not upset
chances.

On this score, the happenings |

their |

4

against Fulham on Saturday
brought a good deal of relief. for
they showed that the club’s de-
cision to rely on their younger
reserve players when vacancics in
the first team arise, Is the correct |

one. 1,

It was a gamble to put the re-
sponsibility of leading the attack
on Groves, but it paid off hand-

somely, for he showed what foot-

ball abilitv he has and scored a |

strikine success even agamst such
a widely experienced cenire-half
as Greenwood

Morton Eased Worry
About Owen '

HILE his success removed
anxiclty apoul {ac cenucC-i1or-
ward pos:son_ ghe ract that mot-
ton showed again what we ay
knew—that he can bear compari-

son with most cenire-naives In Loe |

Second Division—soived the proo-
lem tnay Owen'g aopsence torougn
lumbago had left.

Duration oi Owen’s absence 1s
still open to doubt for no one

can altempl to make a nrm rore- |

casl, but, obviously, Manager

Datly Duncan must be feciing

“THEN,

| has given in three different

damage the Town’s: fine home
record, and the Town were always
by far the better balanced, morc

cohesive side and the one that{

looked more consistently like
obtaining goals.

On the other hand, Fulbham,
even with such stars of the calibre
of Robson, Jezzard and Mitten,
could raise few shots at goal, so
complete was the grip which the

Town decfence took and main-

-

IHiness Caused A

Doubt About Shanks

OUTSTANDING department of
the team was the middle hne,
from which much of the Town's

| strength sprang.

Well-kept secret was that it was

touch and go Whether Shanks
would be able to play because of

a slight attack of bronchitis, and
he was scarcely able to breathe 1n

he dressing-room after the match |

Certainly, he showed no sign

that he was under any sort of a
handicap, for he played a tear- |

away game for the whole 90
minutes, with the result - that
Robson had little opportunity to
demonstrate his powers of oppor-
tunism.

No less successful was Pember-
ton, who must go down as the
discovery of the season for the
consistent way in which he has
filled the right-half posi{ion since

him.

Real Adaptability
Of Bob Morton

there was Mortfon,

thorocughly in command 1n
the middle of the field and curb-
ine this natural tendency to help
drive on the attack.

Morton must be onec of the
most adaptable players in the
game, judging by the displays he
pOSI-
tions, all of which call for a
different approach and a different
‘echnique. g
- _Against him, Jezzard scldom,
if at all. looked anything like in
the England class, and it 1s diffi-
~ult to recall him having even one
shot at goal. or at least one that
wa: on the target.

So, with half-back line
strength, the Town Leld com-

having to be without hin a littie
whi.¢ longer after the way

happier about the prospect ot‘

In

whicn Nis expermment on daturday .

1 ~zrinership of Dunne and Akerne.
u

turneq oul.

In one way. it could be an em-
barrassment, raising the query ot
what to do when Owen is fit
again, but that can he dealt with

tion.

Mystery Of The
Decline Of Fulham

THE deeline of Fulham since the
start of the scason ts one of
football’s mysteries,
- Obviously, they the
playcrs, bul they scem to have
lost all the blend they showed
earlier on, and it was really no
more than a token resistance that
they put up at Kenilworth-road.
Never did they threaten to

FOOTBALL

LUTON TOWN F.C
Combination Leagne—Div. 1

FLOODLIGHT MATCH
THURSDAY, 17th MARCH

LUTON TOWN RESERVES
I VeISIs

CARDIFF RESERVES
Kick-off 7 p.m.

have

R

mand in the middle of the field,
and the taming of the Fulham
attack was completed by the com-
plete competence of the futl-back

Aherne Gave Young

out nit

when 1t arises and it 15 better tO] Oppone NO Chance
be 1n that posilion than to have |
to cast about-for a possible soju-| ~. . :
| mined Aherne, whose tackling 1s

YOUNG Barton never had much
chance against the deter-

srs deadly these days. and Dunne

| battled - :
{ wiles of Milten, which were scen
| most in the first Lalf when he had

| 8¢ from this source.

successfully "against the

reasonable going on which to

‘operate,

! Then, Dunne jockeyed him well,
| recovered quickly when beaten

and generally cut down the dan-

Obviously, Mittecn did not

relish “he: treacherous going on
the stand side with which he had

Dunne’s task was a good deal
casier then. -

~ Bekind this sale rearguard,
Baynham showed what a wise

move 1t was to disrcgard com-
‘| pletely his misfortunes of the pre-

vious week, with a confident if
not very busy display, but what
there_was to do, he accomplished
1N Crisp. casy style.

Little Danger After
The First .Goal

THERE was not much danger
to the Town once thev had

| * " FOR" TH E:RECOR

Greenwood. Lawlor; Barton,

the opportuaily arose to promote |

to contend after the interval. and

taken the lead in the 22nd minute.
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_ e (DA 1t was  difficull  for any
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LUTON TOWN: Bayn-

Successful Moves Have | ti55abt
Relieved Much Anxiety |
By Chiltern i

is no disposition to * count thelr 5
detect a * what can stop us

Davies.cz‘lumer, Groves, Com-

mins, Cuw.len,

~ FULHAM: Black; Chen-

hall, | Fisher; Lowe (E),
n

‘Referce: B, Crawford Don-

- caster. Attendance: 17,966,

T

| defender to deal with it. and it

inally weng
Chenhall. |

At the time there was some
doubt about whether Turner
should be credited with the goal.
but there was genceral apreement

into the net off

| afterwards that this should be the

casc, and it was the one that
enabled him to sct uo a new
scoring record  since  the Club
gamed promotion to the Second
Division.

A lead of a single goal at half-
time did. not really represent the
measure of the Town's superiority.
[or they had always logked the
more dangerous side,

Spectacular Goal

By John Groves

FEATURE of the second half

was the cool way in which
Groves scored his first goal from
the centre-forward position.

It besan when he secured the
ball from Greenwood in a tussle
out rear the winc and then made
a bee-linc for goal before cracking
the ball into the far coiner of
the net from a surprisingly narrow
angle.

This spectacular cffor! out me
in mind of a similar onec by Pye
against Derby County, I believe

it was, at Kenilworth-road last
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ball came
second

scason. and it carned him much
applausc and the declighted con-
gratulations of hic (cam-mates.

A few minutes later he had the
ball in the nct again. but this
was disallowed, presumably on

the grounds of offside, though
manv pcople disagreed with the |

deciston, and it scemed that the
back to Groves a

d‘cfcnd‘cr.

Turner Gave Score A

Healthy Look

NOT that it mattered a great |

deal for, 13 minutcs from
the end, Turner gave the score a
good, hecalthy look by finishing
off with a firm drive a clever
movement in wh.ch Davies and
Groves took parg,

Thus, after drawing blanks in
threce matches, Turner got back
on to the goal standard and
emphasised his great value to
the side as an Opportunist,
‘Though his general play and
distribution were not quite so
good as they can be, he was
still the dangeér man.

Instructions to Groves were
to kcep moving and not allow
Greenwood to take a grip On
him and he followed them well.
Throughout the match, his cool-

ness  in  distribution was most
marked.

After he had scored. he
showed unbounded confidence
and real dash and his was a

highly satisfactory performance,

- Cummins Gave Hard

Fighting Display
IN some recent matches, Cum-
mins has been affected by
injuries, but he showed that he
is over them by his hard-fight'ng
display in the course of which
he took a deal of buffeting from
Fulham defenders who did not
hesitate to be robust on occa-
s10DNS. : f
Stronger finishing from the
wingers would have been an
asset and, although Cullen did
the right thing in taking the ball

tim¢ off a Fuham|

TER STILL

ALHELIRRLELTRREL IR LATERLD
Same Team Was
At Watford

Although his carlier inten-
tion had been to include two
or three members of the
Reserves, Manager Dally
Duncan decided. after all. to
field last Saturday’s winning
tcam in the Rigby Tavlor
Cup match at Watford last
night.

Probably this was donec as
much (o keep complete faith
with Watford as to give the
team in its entircty another
chance to play together, with
the difficult match that awaits
them at Swansca on Saturday
In Vicw.

RO

up to Chenhall, he did not
always make the best usc of 1
and there were times when he
tended to hold it too long.

However, due regard has to
be paid to the difficulties under

which he plalycd on the snow-
bound part of the ground in the
first half.

In the firsy half, + Davies

struggled to find his form, but
he showed 1mprovement after-
wards when he used the ball to

Iﬁﬂ‘f!tr‘ e [P



