NOW, FOR BIRMINGHAM

YO NEW
170 TOWN

INJURIES
PLAYERS

| revor Smith May Not Be
\vailable For The City

[By Chiltern]

wi: the results of Saturday’s matches doing litthe
clarify the situstion at the top of the
Divisiom, we reach the mext-to-last week of the |

L:

.casom with all sorts of possibilities presenting

(hemselves.
-+« the Town

point of view, the hard-won

point at

3lackburn keeps them firmly in the forefront of the

ruggle and

they are preparing quietly
-emendous struggle with Birmingham at

St.

\ndrew's to-morrow night. _
He is delaying (cam seleclion | first victory there, and of the six

w return trip from Black-

aanager Ualy Luncan told

vOIrS h: ﬂld not want lO
aountil Tuesday, ,

1 about tnc tension

weck-end and reiax,’” he

all except those who
Ccatment tor njuries,

1 siely, those coliccted

. . a munor caaracter and

sl tcam players will be

what is always a sicrn

wen who took a terrific
. againsg the Rovers
hrough  without feeling
trom his back and to-
will be an important day
i captaining the team
- former club.

't Would Ease

I he Strain

will it be for Birming-
. - born, Ron Baynham,
- nover played on the St.
o ground and for Jim
s, from nearby Stour-

"+ Town can win a point, |
a1l help ease the strain

up
‘ without Trevor Smuth, their young |

until  to-morroy morning

wonderfully consistent run which
has brought them from a place
midway in the table 10 be real
hve challengers for a return to
the First Davision.

Over Easter they gained the
maximum quola of poinis by
beauing Middlesbrough (wice and
Plymouth, and their previous set-
back was on March .26, when
West Ham beat them 2—1 at St
Andrew's,

Belore that happencd they had
taken 14 pomts out of 16 and,
cven taking into accoumt their
sctback of last Saturday, they
have stll gained 23 points out of
the last 30.

Not A Lucky Ground

For The Town
Ol" their 19 home malches,
Birmingham have won 13,
drawn three and lost three.
from West Ham, Notti

Forest ahd Bury won there, and
the points were shared by Hull,

for another | Derby and Lincoln.

St. Andrew's has never been a

g_arlicuhrly lucky ground for the
own, who are still secking their

to | mectings between the tcams. Bir-

awail the result of a filness test | mingham have won five, by 1—0,

for Gordon Astall, the outside-
r
injyry for pearly a fortnight.

If Astall passes. he will defi-

nitely return to tcam, but
whether Lane, who has been
deputising ‘' for him  will be

omitted or found another place
in the forward linc, has not been
decided.

Birmingham May Be
Without Smith

ANE 15 a utlity player who

has been filling in wherever

a vacancy has occurred in attack,

but inside-forward s icgarded as
his best position,

Birmingham arc having to face

to the probability of being

centre-halt, who 15 doing his
National Service, and who may
not be released from an Army
cup final which is being played
the samc cvening, ;
Howcever, this will not be all
that much of a blow to them, for

| | be on during the next | they have another fine young
h iches  and, judging by | centre-half prospect in rescrve in
T mined way in which the | Newman.

; tackled their task at Gilbert Mernick,  the  Inter-
g 'n this js something that | national goalkeeper. who  has
. «:thin the!r compass. .| been suffering from groin trouble
'~ needed thoush. 19| for several weeks, s a certain

. nort from the forwards non-staiter,
; sould not be alwncthcfu He made a rcturn 1o the team
; 2l a change were made | 5, Muddlesbrough on  Good

h 2 manager 1S not to
- h ~ team unti] later to-

Istull May Be Able

To Return
I"‘ e at Port Vale oOn
- urday,  Birmin dis-
' 4 their fans and, to

4 chance of promotion,

sl win (to-morTow, _
T the  defeat, their
" Arthur Turncr, told
cday It was ane of
diys. Port Vale were
% . 1l was not onc of our |

y

splays and the Vale

O %’il‘l_"

Friday, but the trouble recurred,
but they have a hine deputy in
Schoficld. ‘
So 1t looks as if the Birming-
ham linc-up will be  decided
from:
Schofield: Hall, Badham;
Boyd, Smith or Newman, War-
hurst; Astall, Lame, Kinsey,
Browa, Murphy, Govan.

Only Second Defeat

Since Christmas Day | T

EFEAT of Birmingham al
Port Vale was only their
second in the Leaguc since Christ-
mas Day. and thcy have had a

road grip.

carcass.

—Deep. broad and flat tread gives firmer

Tougher Carcass

—New rubber compounding gechniques
give a stronger, tougher and more resilient

—Super tough tread
greater mileage.

—with the additional
plus of COOL CURING

New Deep Tread

Improved

Mileage Rating

rubber ensures

ght, who has been out through | Town gaimed a point

| forward

<=1, 3—0, 3—1 and 5—I1. The
in the

1952-53 meeling in a 2—2 draw.

Birmingham’s goals have been
fairly cqually distributed among
all the forwards of the forward-
hinc, with Peter Murphy, former
Coventry City and Tottenham
inside-forward leading the way,
and Lane also promincnt in the
list of marksmen.

A big crowd is cxpected for
this " needle ' match, and there
will be considerable support for
the Town,

Progress of the game will be
given to the crowd at the Town
" A's T match with Tonbridge at
Konilworth-road to-morrow.

Gallant Defence W as

A Point Earner
A GALLANT dcfence in which

(VY YT NTY o) Woid
oubstand ng ¢naoied the Town o
hane on 1o that precious point at
. wood Park on Saturday and
they  withstood a  tremendous
smount of pressure in the second
hall when the Rovers piled on
cveryl'une they knew in order o
sceure the first goal that always
looked as if it would decide lgc
destinavon the points.

They had their chance, includ-
ing a penalty kick from which
vhat  expenenced and  deadly
marksman, Langgon. shot w de, a
Fappeaing that brought a2 wail of
near  despair the
home fans.

Tine and time again dwin
most severe pressure the Town
have experienced this season,
Owen threw back the Rovers for-
wards by sheer grit and deter-

n nation.

Could Not Expect

A Classic
IS was no classic, How

could 1t be In view ot ail
that was hanging on the iresult?
The exatemeat of the occasion,
combined with a fast, lively
gromnd and a light ball madc
good football a matiey of real
difficulty.

Rovers' d:a of tackling ghe
sitvation was to bang the ball
high and hard down the middle
and hope for mistakes to be made
by the¢ Town defenders,

These tactics and the support
iven to Langton posed the main
ﬁ'm:ul to the Town and the bat-
tering ram dashes of Briggs _dnu.:!
the mddlc took some stopping.

All members of the Blackbuin
line nmused faunly cass
Chances, bur weh the ball Kick
ine up on the bumpy surface 1
was nitd .Ihl]L’L'[h\'r s Ny th
the shootine was lackhine o ag
CLITaLY,

cxeited

the

from

Baynham W as In

Inspired Form
WHF.N the Rovers dig get on

o HIC M oo, BLic e § e
wayy Baynham. an inspired form,
piaying pretty nearly the pame ol
his |Iﬁ: and making a scrics ol
brillant saves,

Time and time again, he risked
injury by throwing himsclf al the
feel of on-rushing forwards and
it was a perfect pece of goal-
keeping  that  drew  him well-
carncd applause from the crowd.

In particular, the way in which
he pulled down high jrosscs
stamped him as be ng in the top
class, _

There was firm backing for
these two from the ‘remainder
of the defence with Aherne tack-
line «o hard and cffectively that
he just about put Mooncy out of
th‘ same and there Wiy !l“lg‘
thieat from this wine

Forward Story W as
Not So Happy

O1 always aliogcther happy
against the chever  Langton,
Dunnc yet put up a hard-
batthng display and, if hc were
beaten, he was always quick In
recovery, and his specd stood
his in good stead. .
Both Pemberton. who hinished
the match. with a black cye. and
Shanks. were great-hearted
baltlers and tricrs o midhckd,

and their work vompleted a de-

FOR THE RECORDS

BLACKBURN ROVERS ,
LUTON TOWN ......

BLACKBURN ROVERS
Ehvy; Smith, ;

Qlaytom (R.), Saart, Beil;

V. 470yds). — 1, WALL-
FLOWER (2); 2. George (3), 1
Rastus (6): 4, Mclody (4). J.

| Red Cross (5). 4. 3.8, 1. 2156

non-runncr Gone By (1. Off
B.OS.

Betting: 11-10 Melody . 3

| Georege. S Wallflower, 6 Rastuy,

20 Red (_'l’n-sr. ke 53

Forccast L s, . |

VI (410yds). — 1. LARRY

Moomey, Croman, Briggs,

Attendan.e : 35,800
R P R T R N R

feace that hag never more nchly
deserved 1o save a point

Forward, the story :nrns not
such a happy ome, especially in

the second 'half, and yet. the
Town might very well have
snatched the other point.

Mdst of what ting there

was came from Turner. who was
desperately unlucky after the in-
lerval when he finished a long,
solo run with a shot that beat
El?{ and struck the mside of the
posl.

Two Narrow Escapes
For Blackburn
Tll

E icbound sent the ball to

- Adam, awkwardly it must be
sad, and he wied 0 turn it into
the net by diving full length to
head, but the ball weny wide.

Then, with almost the last
kick of the game, Turner went
weaving through agam and
when he shot from his favourite
angle, | thought we were going
to see the decader.

The ball crossed Elvy. but just
missed the far post and., at the
same (me, cluded the oncoming
Adam, who looked to hold a
reasonable chance of turming it
in

From the forwards. the best
work came before hall-time, par-
ticularly  in the  carlier  stages
when they moved the ball about
i a style (hat was reminiscent of
their best days.

But, ag the Rovers secured
more and more of a grip, oppor-
tunities for the forwards became
few and far between.

Ball Came Back To '

Defence Continually
THERE were few  cohesive
movements after the inter-
val, and the defence had the
unfortunate cxpcrience of sceing
the ball come back to them mm-
mediately (ime and time agam,
Not yet back to his best i
Adam, who, cven allowing for
thy lack of support. and Cum-

TEST

should, did not make muck im-
pression after looking, carly on,
as if be had gained the mastery
over Smith.,

Cummins has not yet adapled
himself to these lively condi-
tions, and is not scheming as well
as he was when the going was
givingg and the insft wing was

rather a disappointment,
Morton struggled on Jamdx
without a great deal help
against the vigorous, closc-mark-
ing Suart, and far (oo many
times, the ball went to the
centre-forward in the air where
he was at a height disadvantage.

Turner’s Thrusts The
Main Danger

UICK thrusts of Tumer
always represented the chicf
threat to Blackburn, and he made
on¢ grand dnive belore the interval
which Elvy dd well to reach at
full length,

Davics was the more live!y and
dirgct winger, though he, 100,
did not get the service he should
reasonably «xpect, but, of course,
during the second half . was
much of a last-ditch battle that

the Town defgnoe were fighting,
and a destructive, rather than a
construclive, role was forced upon

them.

Sheer fighting spirit gained thig

point, and if there 1s the same spirit
to-morrow raght, and if the for-
wards can find a

that they have somcthing with
which (o cope.

Amateurs Did Well

For Reserves
TIIE lown Kcserves gave

much-improved display on
Saturday, when they held the
Combination (Division 1) lcaders,
Chelsea, 10 a draw,

They were full valuc for their
point, and would not have been
flattecred had they won.

In the first haif they had morc
of the play, and although Chelsea
scored first through Lewis—from
what lookcd suspiciously hike an
offside  position — Taylor con-
verted a  wnalty a couple ol
minutcg later after Mackwan had
been fouled by Robertson,

Norman Armson who had a
good first half, gave Luton the
lcad with a ncat header 10
munules bgfore the interval, and
Chelsea dd not cqualise unul
cight minutes from the end, when
Johnson scorcd afller a goalmouth
scrambile

The three ematcurs in the Luton
side, Collier, Norman and Arn:
son, all did wcll, and Kelly had
a very good game at right-half.
Mallas shone, too, and once
Hawkeg saved his side when he
clcared off the goal-linc with

mins did not feed him as he | Collier beaten.

“WINNING PRICES LOW AT
LUTON ON SATURDAY

FAVOURITES won five of the races at Luton
Stadium on Saturday when winning prices were not

high.

[. (410yds). — 1, BRICKHILL -

LAD (5); 2. Lazetie (1); 3. Dalk
(6); 4, Keliing (3);: S, Rumous
(2); 6, Halfway (4). S, 3. 4, 2,
1. 24.35. Off 6.45.

Betting: 5-4 BRICKHILL LAD,

$-2 Lizette, 8 Others.

Forecast 9s. 3d,

1. (470yds).—1, CRIMSON (1);
2, Red Head (4); ), Mary's Son
(6); 4. New Way (3); S, Char-
maine (2): 6, Quecen (5). S, S,

L B. 21.82. Off 7.05.
Betting: 64 CRIMSON !

L harmamng., S RL'{J Head. 6 Mooy S
| Gon. New Way. 8 Queen.

Forecast &1 Ss. 3d.
1 (41oyds), — 1, 1A
CATCHER: (% 2, Madam (1)

i, “hlp[k‘tl Cream (6): 4, Lh'“‘.

tredse () S Kath (4): 6 River
Tromg (). 6 6 3 6, 4. 2441
I 1.2

Betung : 9-4 River Trout. 7-2

Madam, Kath, 4 HAT CATCHER. !

7 Chartreuse. 10 Whipped Cream.
Forecast £3 9s. 6d.

1V. (410yds).—1, TINY'S TINY
(6); 2, Rutlles (1); 3, Rodney (3);
4, Roving Tiro (5); 5, Sprite (4):
6. Bitter Sweet (2). 7, 1, 4 1, J.
21.71. Off 7.45. ‘

Betting: 64 TINY'S TINY. 3
Sprite, S Rodney, 6 Bitter Swecel,
7 Ruffles, 8 Roving Tiro.

Forecast £1 7s. 6d.

LYNX (1); 2. Gold Leaf (}); 1.

Nagrom (6): 4. Thistle (2); 3, Sca
Ca:(rain (5): 6. Golden Dollar
€. 1. 6 ). 2. 2. 2364 OM
8.27.

Betting: 3 LARRY LYNX.

Golden Dollar, 72 Gold Leaf.

Sea Captain, 7 Nagrom, 10 Thistle.
Fosecast £1 11s, 3d.

VII (470yds), — 1, BALLY S
SON (4): 2, Old Coar (%)
Pranter (6); 4, Poroljo (1: §,

O.RE. (2): 6, Silent Night (V).
T R 27.69. ONT B 47,

Gl 6Y) Mot

|ﬂ M

1‘|

Betung: 74 BALLY'S SON.
94 Printer, 6 Old Coat, Poroljo,
8 Others.

Forecast £2 0s. 3.

VIIT, (410yds). — I, NIGGER
(1y: 2. Frances (4): }. Sinbad (1),
4. Buddy (2); S, Black and White

(5); 6. Defender (6). 5 2. S, 10,
2. 24.25. Off 9.06.
Betting: 94 Biddy 5-2

Defender, 4 NIGGER, Black and
White, 9-2 brances, 100-8 Sinbad.
Forccast L2 168, 6.

RUNNiLLRS AND

| SELECTIONS FOR

LI TON TO-NIGHT

) (410 sards) Vin Haricqguan, 46

»

I supgmose CANpri 4. p 3, 24 Ny 3§

l L'y~ (|'|ll|_ J‘"ﬁ h"'-."l"l .-1)3", o i khl

Lunliht 14 Weuy & e Rusdry [ A, T
L hervahier

4 (470 yvards) ) Greenlow Lass,
24 Julic’s Boy 446 Kye, 652 Lucky
him, 425 Luliaby, 32 W.T R. Reserse
11 Al.theway

X 10 (410 vards) —Black Watch
(Mas 31 tp 4. 24.7S. April S, tn 3
74 %% 311 RBlossom Time, 461 Boston
Browmie. 131 Care Not, St @atrick
Mar 17 tp S, 2470, April S, p b,
7)) The Barmad (Mar 31 tp L
2478, Apnl S ip 2, 24 7R). Rosenve
nds West Mcead,

X 30 (470 yards)
Man, 412
111 The Porpomnc

XS0 (470 vards)—63) Gacen lreeh
1's Hypon 132 Jackdaw, 112 Scpac.
1v1 Shady Lanc, 211 Susannah

910 (410 yards) -3 Arm In Arm
155 Knixker S25 Pan Yan, S14 Re
vicer. 121 Poacher, 464 Paricy-Vous

v W (470 vardy) - 452 Davud .
Chowe $34 Just Jake, 141 Kyme, (50
Midect!  S4S Plasterer, 124 Shaliwyn
Reserve 645 West Mcead

950 (410 vards).—S Dawn 245 Juw
janct 112 Silver Dol ar. S4 Skater 2.8
SUH Wating, 3 Stragght Deal Rowr ¢
211 Alltheway

SFIECTIONS

W -Sunarht (Jube '« Canl
50 Greenlog Lawsw (W T R
Bov)

Bostoon RBrownic
Blacx WIh"'H
Met Man (Agalad My Gal)
Susanpan  (map (Shady | one
Hypon)

Poacher (Faa Y.un Rovnan

421
41

612 Arxalad,
My Gal,
hh-lllt,

Harleguin)
Julic '~

ol [k (Blossom Time.

N S

" 1.‘

9 I KRyme (Madgcot, Plaslcrer,
QSO - Selv g Dhlee (Shate-,  Steveht
" Iealy,

httle more
thrust. then Birmingham will find

|
i




