TOWN LACKING IN PUNCH

STRENGTH CARRIED
ARSENAL THROUGH

Wind And The
Made Things Difficult

IRST Division 1 visit of the Town to the famous

Light Ball

Highbury Stadium on Saturday is not one that
they will remember with a particular amount of

pleasure.

In difficult conditions, they were beaten as the
result of a sudden goal rush at the start of the second
half by a team less methodical than themselves, but

who

the Town lacked.

Particularly in the first half, the Town played a lot
of neat. clever football in midfield, most of it inconse-
quential because it continually broke down before the

penalty arca was reached.

B was
Holton shot
Baynham when )
had been opened up and he could
well have taken
ancther five yards
missed hig kick compiciely from
close range.

What would have bappencd
had the Town been awarded a
penalty which they deserved when
Evans handied the ball just inside
the arca, can now be only a
matter of conjcgiure.

Two Penalty Claims

Were Dismissed

ADMHTEDLY there was no
nger to Arsenal, but the
handhn. seemed a clear case and
lhc referee  who waved on play,
ngl on the spot.
ct, there was a lot of
ﬂvlng on from the official who
made one MOsSt curious decision
late in the game when Shanks to
retricve an error, blatamtly
down Tapscott from behind when
the inside-right must have scored.
Evervbody thought it could be
nothing but a penalty but. instead.
a free kick on the six nrds line
was awarded. though the
offence could be chss-lﬁed as
obstruction | fai] to see.

Easy Afternoon
For Kelsey

AT that stage, it did not matter
because the Town wt;: l.hr‘;:
goals down anyway. i
earlicr decision ocould very well
have changed the who.e course of

the match. _
Certainly, with the wind
Arsenal were playing withowt

much confidence and there wouid
have been Ilcss had they gone into
arrcars early on

Only rarely in the first half, did
the Town get close enough Lo
Kelscy to suggest their ability to
score, _

Once Adam nearly did the trick,

but Kelsev pulled 21 o great
close-range save.
Otherwise, the Welsh Inter-

national spent a deal of his yime
as a spectator and could watch the
bulk of what other shots there
were safling over the bar.

Arsenal Were Better
Against The Wind

AVING remained level againsi
the str wind that played
all sorts of tricks mth the lively
ball. the Town had every recason

to fancy their chance 1 thed

second half.

produced the strength and thrust in attack that

Things, however, d:d not turn
out that way. Whether 11 was
that there had been a hali-time
pep talk or whether they found
1l'm the wind against them, hold-

wp passes as u did, suned
I:hclr direcy style better, Arscnal
suddenly found rhythm,

With four minutes gone. Tap-
scott made a low cross drive that
Ba nham, at full length, could

only push out 1o Hollon, who
was left with the casiest task In
the world to side-foor the ball
into the net.

Thought Second

Goal Was Offside

THOROUGHLY convinced thai
Holton was ofiside when he
socurcd the second goal 10
minutes later weie the Town and
4 certainly looked a very near
thing, for Holion was wve
o so:yl gl:nm he tap
b
"n addition, another Arsenal
player, having found himsclf

offiside, ran into the back of the
nct and “stayed there until the
was in.

the
after 62 minutes.

Groves Went Off
With Concussion

IMMEDMTE.LY that bad

Foﬂftd there m a stop-

Groves,

and he was taken oﬂ suffening
from concussion,

With the match in the state

it was then. it was thought wiser
that Groves should not return

and in fact. until afterwards, be
knew very little of whai was
going oa.

Trouble was caused in the firs
instance in the first half when a
hard drive by Holton struck him
on the back of the bead and be
had another knock there in going
up to head a ball just before the
third goal came.

In his absence, the Town could
claim no alib, forthenmem
:aoa and -dlmt when  that

ppened a they never sug-
gested sufficient forward punch
to produce even a mild scare fot
Arsenal.

Spearhead Missing

From Town Attack

T prompting of Morton and
Sh.m.ks and the upfield forays

of Dunne enabled the Town to.
have quite a share ol the play.|
despite their handicar.. but

from a shot hp Gregory that l:l-

scy saved onc-handed there was
never much prospect of a goal.

While both tried hauf and
Groves made a very good mmpres-
sion in the first half «1th hes ball
contio] and ubiliy to beat an or-
ponent. he and Cullen are not the
ideal pan of nside-forwards, be-
cause they ..ore . bess conform
to the same pattern.

Both are ball playcrs who fike
to operale i the mwddle «f the
ﬁc!d with the result that the usual

‘;mngcd 'peathead on which
own have rshed this scason
uas nol m evvdence.

Gregory Lurgely Had

To Fend Alone

FROM both in midficld, there

was cleverness, but the punch
was lacking and Jregury was lel]
to play very much of a lone hand.
especially as therg wos hittle sup-
port from the wmnpgers.

Gregory is 100 Wmexpenenced (o
be expecled to fend for humself
against a purely defeasive ivpe of
centre-half Ilkc Dodgin, but he
often flickered into the game with
dever footwork, a real sign of his

ability.

Ctmiduiu. the mited support
and the nomber of acrial passcs
that reached hini, he did nothing
to damage the opimion that

has been fo of him.
Little Came From

The Wingers

DAVIES is in a bad patch and

_ could n.ake little of Evans.
while Adam, showing oc-
casional skil and
pmmmng a
too ofien to ‘1 out before any-

. Lis work tended |

thing tangible had been achieved.

From Mor'on a d Shanks. there
was a deal of hard work. Thev
kept chasing, tackline and cover-
ing. but evep th - c(LId not pre-
vent the dcfcnce h ving a bad
spell when ¢ goals came.

Some of this was due to the
fact that Kelly began to be drawn
out of the .aiddle afier he had
stood up to Holton verv well in
the first half,

Jones Was Over
Confident At Times

KELLY [ feel, n finding a litle
more IR COpINEg NOW

that the hmvd ounds have come
along. bm he ;cpt fighting and
Neither Arsemal wingery was
particularly dangerous and

although there was a Jot of tricki-
ness about Haverty, #t did not
nfmm to a great deal in terms
of danger,

So, that on the whole, Dunne
and Jomes did their jgbs, though
there were tmes when
temded 10 be overconfident when
mside his own penaity arca,

Most times this pays off, but
;:l"c is such g thing as being (00

Baynham Criticism
Not Justified
DUNNE. too, has formed the

habit of using the shomt pass
to Morton which ofien has the
the ¢ffect of putting the right-half

into treuble, and there are times
when more forthright clearances

 asasaasdd s sl s 2

FOR THE RECORDS

ARSENAL .......... 3
Hohon (2), Haverny
LUTON TOWN .... 0

toa, E NALG-“. i)*
vams : '
Clapioa, Tapscelt,

Bloonlield, i

Howen ;

Holten,
lem, Gregory, Groves, Adam.
Referec: E. T. Jennings,
Stourbridge.
Allendance : 45,968
las s s s X222 22
wouwld achicve belte: and safer
results.,

With Walter Winterbotiom. the
England (cam manager walching.
Baynham obviously nceded 1o
make a good impression. and the
criticism of his display in certain
quarters seemed 10 me 10 lack
justification.

Admittedly he could be faulted
when the first goal came for the
somewhat tame push he gave 1o
the ball. bug the only other real
crror 1 saw came in the fugt hali
when he failed 1o gain possession

when rushing ou' to challenge
Hokon
To Oﬁﬁet tms  there  were |

several top-class saves and somge

impressive catching ot high
CCOLres. 1
Reserres’ Good

Home Win

0‘.\' Good Fnday. at Highbury.,
when they were beaten 2—0
by Arsenul Reserves, the Luton
Reserves” formard ling could do
Imtbe right. and 11 was the defence
which took all the honours 1
On  Saturday., ar Kcenilworth-
road. the attack made amends for
their poor showing against
Arscnal by banging home six|

goals against Millwall Reserves.
Judged solcly on their firsy half
performance. the Town did not
ook a lot betier than Millwall,
for they had experienced consider.
able difficeity n conrolling a
light ball on lhc hard pitch, and

4 blusiery wind dd noy help
matters, ether.
Hat-Trick For
Arthur T

11-!!:'.\' were somewhat fortunate
to be a goal in front a: half-
time, but in the second half there
was only onc tcam n 1.
Arithur Taylor scored a hat-¢rick
12 minutes to pwg Luton well
and Mcl.cod and Pounder
Pounder

1n

tures of the game was the
mendous promise shown by
Smith, a3 young amaicur OCBlRC-
half from Toddington. He was|
cool and confideny in everything!
he did and showed many clever|
touches,




