BOLD ATTACK MOVE
WAS A FAILURE

Bingham's Goal Brought
A Badly-Needed Point

By Chiltern
LUTON TOWN 1, BLACKBURN ROVERS 1

THAT bold move of bringing Brendan McNaliy for

his first outing in a League match for over 12
months, not at his usual place of right-back, but at
centre-forward where he has figured only infrequently
in the reserve team, proved to be ill-fated.

Not that McNally can be blamed for that because,
after knee trouble, he had a long fight to regain fitness
and form and has only recently got back to his best in
his own position in the reserve team,

It might have been a different
story had he come into a team,
full of confidence, rather than
into one that was struggling to
end a siring of defeats,

Another move that did not
suceeed was that of playing
Brown out of position at out-
side-left, Here, he Ilooked  so
patently unhappy, that this is a
switch  that surely must be
deemed certain not te be re-

ated,
pcSo. with these  yeaknesses,
there was little wonder that the
line did not achieve a fluent look
and yet, had the luck really been
runping with them in the second
half, they could have won.

There did not really seem to

a_ lot of point, either, in
switching Turner and Cummins
from their customary tions,
and it was noticeable that they
changed about 2 geod deal dur-
ing the match, -

After Blackburn had had the
edge before the interval, the
Town made a fighting rally
afterwards to ferce the Rovers
back on to the defensive, but
they had not the punch in front
of goal to achieve a ecomplete
Tecayery,

Far all that, they deseryed g
point and rmgiu very well have
been awarded. at least one
penalty for handling during the
second half, !

There were some redeeming
features about the forward dis-
play, ‘with the main one being
that Turner Jooked more like his
old self although he did not find
the net. }

He moved more confidently in

‘manhike job is Hawkes wh

midfield and was unlucky not to
secure the winner with a header
five minutes from the end that
Leyland somehow reached one
handed.

BINGHAM was the most dan-
gerous of the forwards, giving
the experienced  Eckersiey a
worrying time and it was he who
secured the equaliser in the 63rd
minute frgm a shrewd through
pass by Turner.

JOHNSTON had given the
Rovers the lead after 29 minutes
when a bad clearance by Dunppe
was collected by MeLeod and
his pass to the centre-forward
caught the defence wide open,

Conditions, which were the
heaviest of the seasan, were
against clever football, hut Cum-
mins managed to produce some
though, at the same time, he
tended o hold on to the bal]
and to run with i.

What was needed in the mud
wus a more forthright style of
attacking play.
MUST TACKLE PROBLEM
Maybe, this partia] success will
be a matter of eneouragememw%o
the Town, but the centre-forward
problem must be tackled, not
only realistically, but uickly,

In the main, the defence on
which there has been so mugh
extra ' strain recently, did well,
with Owen battling away success-
fully against Johnston and  re-
ceiving. splendid support from
his  wing-halves, Morton and

Toves,

Both tried hard to get the
forwards moving in the second
half, but teo many movements
broke down in the middle or on
the left wing.

Below his best for some weeks,
Dunne was again erratic in his
clearances and, in their present
circumstances, the Town ‘cannot
afford the Iluxury of giving away
gtﬁ?ls through 'elementary mis-

€S,
Still doing a thoroughly work-

clearances were crisp enough in
dil;ﬂ(i)mlt conditions agd Bay%amU
Wi
minutes at the sfart, was bath
sure ‘and clean in 1
TN TowWN: B

LU o i Bayn 3
gunne, Hawkes; Morton,
e

‘0ods,
d,  Cairns,
cLeod

cree: J. W. Hunt, Ems-

had a fairly heetic few

Brendan MeNali

y, Luton's 23-
years-old  reserve ‘ullvbock, is
NOT the answer to the Town's
centre-forward problem. This was
the wunanimous opinion voiced by
Soccer critics wio  watched  the
Town draw with Blackburn, Nor,
they say, is Allan Brown likely to
make o suecess of the left-wing
position,

" Brendan McNally, conyerted
from full-back to centre-forward,
was a failure, as was Allan Brown
at outside-left.  Just why some
reconstruction of the forward line
has not teken place soomer is
perhaps a clear indicgtion of the
way things ore going at Luton.”
—" News of the World.”

" Their (Luton's) move in play-
ing Brendan McNally, a reserve
full-back, at centre-forward wos a
complete frost against a big,
strong centre-half like Blackburn’s
Matt Woods. And Allan Brown
had an equolly bad time as a
left-winger.—"Sunday Dispatch.”

“Luton ended their run of five
defeat; with a draw. But their
nightmare centre-forward prablem
has still to be solved. The experi-
ment of playing full-back McNally
in the position for the first time
in_his career didn't pay off."—
" The People.”

“From looking as if they
might be the team of the year,
Luten have degenerated into @
shambling, aimless outfit. Wheever
decided that full-back Brendan

McNally could take over the
leadership of the attack must
have been very red-faced long

before the- end of this match.”—
“Sundoy Express.”

“*1 know they are needing a
centre-forward. But | doen’t think
Brendan MeNally will ever be the
answer,” “—" Daily Express,” quot-
ing Dally Duncan, Blackburn's
manager.
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