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TIMELY POINT FOR
HANDICAPPED TOWN

Showed More Fighting

Spirit, Determination
By CHILTERN

PRESTON NORTH END 0, LUTON TOWN 0
OT only was this a very good performance at Deep-
dale on Monday evening, but it brought a very
timely point which serves to relieve immediate worries
about the Town's position at the foot of the table.

More than that, it is more than a shade of odds-on
that the Town would have secured their second away
League win of the season had they not had the mis-
fortune to have Kelly injured just before half-time,

Although the total sum of
Kelly's absence was no more
than six minutes, his injury,
which was a cut over the left
eye which necessitated a stitch,
forced him to move 1o outside-
right, where he spent the rest

the match as a willing. but
much-handicapped trier, with his
head bandaged,

The filling of the centre-half
position did not pose a greal
problem, because Pacey switched
there to take over as nllunlly
as can be imagined and it was
a perfectly simpls move to bring
Morton back to left-half,

These changes brought no
weakening of the defence, but
the forwards did not function
with the smoothness they had
shown in the first half, w_:,h the
esult that Preston came more
nto the game,

However, apart from Thomp-
son, who was chasing his 100th
goal in League football, there
was little danger, except when
North End were awarded a
penalty 19 minutes from the end,

hen the referee was seen to
be pointing to the penalty spot,
the Town players were com-
pletely flabbergasted, and, cer-
I suggest there was
| nntbmz to warrant - such an
award.
JUSTICE WAS SERVED

Baynham came out (o grab a
through-pass and, apparently,
the = referee nenahsed Groves,
who collided with the oncoming
Thompson.

Maybe, a case could have been
made out for obstruction. but
so obscure was the whole thing
that some of the journalists
‘| attributed ‘the infringement to
Baynham, who came out cleanly
with the ball.

For once in a way, justice
was adequately served because
Baxter, entrusted with the kick,
sent well wide of a post and
that was really Preslnns last
chance of ending their depress-
ing home run.

uch of the first half had run
almost entirely the way of the
Town, and they déserved a goal
early on when Morton nm on to

a thtouch by Pacey and
crashed lelt inoted drive
against a t.

posi
Securinz the rebound, he had
to shoot humndly and the ball
w%‘ltmv{x’d! gfe positi ubao ’kt
g m ve, B
(el than hns boen e afeemns

s,
Really, they were lucky not to
haye been two or three goals down
and the Town’s skilful cl{ﬂay
fer&amry merited them sus




LEASANT
CONDITIONS
Conditions were most
pleasant because a biting wmd
swept across the ground through-
out and. the last 10 minutes were
Played in" a hailstorm of such
intensity that it must have been
difficult “to follow the ball at
times.

Lcokmg back on this display, I
feel that the most satisfying
factor was the determ]nauon and
the ﬁghiing spirit which the Town
showed

They really fought in the elosing
stages to hold on to this point,
despite their = handicap, and a
continuance of this quality in the
rcmmnmg League games | see
them rmnf: up the table.

In ‘ey first half, Morton was a
liyely “cnergetic leader, direct in
his work and causing Mattinson a

reat deal of troutle, and he had
fine support from Cummins, fresh
from his triumph for Eire.

Cummins  used the ball
splendidly and pin - pointed many
attacks and thére was a_lot of
‘whole-hearted enduavour, but nal
the best of Iuck in 5]
fmm Turnér who, hovlaver, st
finds his goal touch eluding him,

an emergency outside-right,
Brown did very well indeed and
mﬂe far better use of the ball
d Adam who was again
dmpumntmg in this respect.

Kelly was having a splendid
match until injury overtook him
ans with Both Groves and Pacey
fakng a tight grip in midfield, the
threat to 'the Town in the first

nnsu of them too high,
from (he wln;ers and to one burst
by Thompson.

\ Au.hnugh he hd been upset by

o crossing  from
! Dublln m Lhu memoon IcNally
5 ah soun d




WHAT THE |
 OTHER

. CRITIES

The critics were displeased with
Luton after the game at White
Hart - lane  on Saturday. They
didn’t like the way the Town men
kept part of their minds on
Wembley in- this match.

” Luton, of course, were minus
their skipper and centre-half, Sid
Owen (injured), and Cummins and
McNally, who were released to be
in Dublin today (Sunday) to play
for Eire against Czechoslovakia.
But it seemed that some of their
colleagues at Tottenham were
dreaming of the green turf of
Wembley on May 2.”—" News of
the World.”

" «« . | cannot convince myself
that Luton can match Nottingham
Forest at half-back, even with Sid
Owen in the side. This could
well decide the Cup Final. Luton
had: three missing from their
Wembley team, and others on view
went to it gently. . . " —" Sun-
day Dispatch.”

“ Now I'm giving Luton a warn-
ing. This sort of stuff before a
Cup Final won’t do. If they carry
on like this they're going to lose
morale.”—" The People.”

“Luton’s only real forward star
was outside-right Billy Bingham,
who wos playing as well as he
[h'os ever done.” — “ Sunday Pic-
torial,”
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