OWEN THE

IN GREAT DEFEN

To The Forest Forwards
L By CHILTERN
WEST HAM UNITED 0, LUTON TOWN‘:Q

JF testimony were needed to the soundness of the oy
defence, then it is amply contained in the fact that

three of the last four matches in which the team has

been concerned have eénded

in goalless draws,

And, in fact, in the last 360 minutes football, they

have conceded only one goal
minutes of the home match

Town were leading by 5—0.

Judging from he indeminit
able way in which the defenca
is playing at the moment, Forest
will face a (remendous task (b
Wenibléy in trying to break it
down and, @ for | ¢onfirmation,
hey should apply to the West
dam forwards:

Bven though they had  the
incentive, of talént money dang:
ling | tefore ~ their  eyes,  the
Hatmmers' attack jus¢ had bo
anwei— 1o the hard tackling and.
brilliant  covering of the Town
rearguard,  With the result that
the number of clear-gut scoring
chances was remackably small.

I suppose that, on balance, in
a mateh that produced not very
much i the wav. of zoalmout
excitement, (the Hammers had
vather | the better of | the play
toreitotially, byt theit forwards
badly | lacked) the services of a
constructive 'ball player. and the
spearbead  pair of /Bond, aid
Dick were badly handicapped by
their _inabiliigr Eo_ control | the
light, ' bouneig ball, |
lgllifé‘ add | to their trouble
Owen ﬁlaged as  if  He were
having a dress rehearsal, for the
Wembley. Final | Not for him
any | half measures, bBut all-out
endeayour:
éngt times, he seemed to make
it ‘all 'so easy apainst the rather
blundering raids of the Hammers
forwards. stepplng in coolly to
clear  the ball, 'and Bond prob-
Ably wished long betore the end
that he had been allowed to con-
centrate on his full-back duties.

More  than that. | there ‘Wwas
close marking and quick tackling
by Groves and Pacey. With the
latter showing no 8ign  of dis-
comifort from the stitched | gash
on the side of his head. )
WINGERS WERE
CURBED ;

Behitid'  them. | McNally and
Hawkes came out on top from
their  tussles with ' Grice  and
Musgrove, who could have been
lively numbers had . they been
allowed 'the time, and Baynham
gave another display of immacu-
late handling. | L !

Only onee did he fail to make
a sute catch and that was from
a high lflal]]wlhnch he probably
lost in the lights, i
OGOals sekﬁ)m looked  like
¢oming and the nearcst approac
to ‘one in the first half was
when Cumfhing swung away at a
low ctoss by Binghatn from:just
outside the pehalty area and sent
the ball crashing = against | the
angle of the woodwork.

A little Tower and it must bave
come down over the line but,
as it glas. the] astonished Dwyer
was able to clear,

Motton had a point-blank shot
saved by Dwyer atd West Ham's
best first half effort was a drive
by Dick that struck Wacey,

With more of the secohd half
play, the Hammers had ' made
strenuous’ efforts for what must
have been the deécisive goal but,

apart from a shot bfy Musgroye
that just missed the far post and |/
a crashing attémpt. by Dick that

ent sailing inclies too high, the
\"},gr»:m dmfegnce fm‘»eg seemed 10
be in danger of losing this hard-
won point.

cohesive line,

Like the hore aidye‘é‘ﬁrmm‘ ling

and that was it the dying

with the Forest when' the

the Town f{orwards ‘fotind ' the
combination of the light ball' and
quick  tackling  difficult ¢
bat and they were also
considerably by the oliside trap.
In theit mietliod of operatioi
which consisted of the w?‘ﬁ)n de:
fence moving up at speed, the
Hamriers Jeft  iheniselves syide
ggfn to” r:justaakes‘ but they were
calle upon | ¢ 4
penalty. i 2
_For one thing because the
inside-forwards 'did no. move, th
ball 8o decisively 'as they dig

\against the Forest, the, same suc-

CeSs was not :taétamed iﬁd, as a
oV Shutble
occasionally. Ly

ndiyidually, ' there was some

uite  clever  work, ‘but' the
rhythmie ' execution” was | ot .
there. Brown, Morton and Cum.

mins all did fhéir share of solo,

work, without feaming up as they

d|can and, Bingham always con-

trived  to. get” himself | into  the
game Without showing so much
aceuracy as-usual in his finishing.
From Adam, there came some
bright | passages, but 1o ' clear
indication that he can find the
consistency  that would enable
hiin (o ‘challengé for a regular
place )
|WEST HAM UTD.: Dwyet:
/ ) i p 5
Kirkup,  Cantwell: = Maleolm,
Brown | (K).  Smith? ICE,
Obeng{y. Bond, Dick, Musgrove. -
LUTON TO Baynham ;
McNally. Hawkes ; Groves,
Owen, 'Pacey: Bingham. Brown
(A). Morton. Cummins, Adam.
| Refereet F. V. Stringer, Liver-
pool. Attendance: 27.000,

hanmeces On W |

it first half-hour.

othered b

Both Luton wid Manchester | '
United came in for a verbal lash-

(ing from the critics - after thet

first-half " Battle of Kenilworth-

‘road.”

: ‘It was certainly ' not pretty to
yatch a Cup Final side being
toyed with as Luton were in the
It was o diffefent
story on the turn-round, however,
jand where Albert < Scanlon  had
een such a danger before, he
was now well held by Brendan
‘McNally.“—" The People.”

* Shame on you, Luton ! Shame
oh you, United ! Two teams of
this calibre—one the Cup Finalists
and the other chasing the Diyision
| title—should not have allowed
themselves to be concerned in
such o display of footbrawl “—
“ Empire News.”

- "Luton, without the steadying
influence of skipper Sid Owen
and with Barry Hawkes, brother
of theit left-back, at outside-left,
should have been well behind at
half-time."—" Sunday Pictorial.”

" For the last quarter of an

hour of the first half this game

blazed into a fist and boot Ffight
that wos a disgrace to both
teams."—" Sunddy Dispatch.”

" Tough, tackling and frayed
tempers spoiled this: clash of the
Cup Finalists and the Letgue title
challengers,” — * News of the
World.”

“An  ugly - incident that. came

very near to marching orders
for. Cup Final  Luton’s . lrish
international right - winger Billy

Bingham marred this scrambling
game.’—" Sunday Graphic.”




