} Town Faltered Aftér‘ A

Successful Start '
By CHILTERN |

EE points out of six during the Easter period

were not enough to end the Town's troubles, but

they had every chance to have done better because they
made a flying start at Blackburn on Friday,

Hopes were high after that that the team could
make a bid for maximum points, but disillusi '
came the following day when title-chasing Burnley dealt
them a hammer blow, 2

_ Then, to end what turned out to be a disappointing
holiday, they allowed Blackburm to wrest a point from
them at Kenilworth-road on Monday. . |

LUTON TOWN ..... .. 1
BLACKBURN ROVERS 1
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in their difficult circumstances.
could have been expected (o have
put up 3 more full-blooded resist-
ance,

Maybe they were suffering from

e _hangover of their atrocious
display at Burnley, but even seven | !
changes falled to ‘bring back the
confidence and punch which is so
badly lacking.

In for their first appearances
in League football went two
youngsters. Alberg nn - an
Mike Collins. Of the two, the
former looked the more ready for
this class because, “although out
of his normal position, he worked
the ball cleverly in the firs; half.

radually though the service
he received dimini: , and some-
thing similar happened to Bing-
ham, appearing on the left wing
for the first time since joining the

own.
Yet BINGHAM gave the Town
every chance of going on to vic-

from McBride's pass that Bray
helped into the net as he attempted
to head away. £
owever, the Town failed to
ress home theip advantage against
alf-cock Blackburn, who were
obviously razor keen to keep out
of injury trouble. |




CHANCES WENT ASTRAY

There was little threat from the
Cup Finalists, but, although the
Town had more of the play. their
finishing was not crisp enough,
nnld several  half - chances went
astr

Ollﬂ-xd\. tactics worried them,
|100. especially two. or three
| dubious decisions when _attacks
were developing well and play
was on dull, unexciting lines,

Blackburn looked anything but
Cup Finalists and seemed destined

o go down to their third defeat
o[ the week-end until IS minutes
| from the end.
| "Then a more determined than
wsual attack found a gap down
|the Town right flank and
DOBING, from 2t quilc acute
angle, slammed ball past
%‘aynhnm into. (hc far corner of
the net,

By that time the Town attack
had  degenerated so much that
there was not the shgl\esl hopc
of them regaining the lead and
the match petered out on the
dull note that pervaded it
almost throughout.

Forward _fallin;
the . Town's - chi
nejther.  Turner T
really impressipg  himself . on
this " game and . all McBride's
fire and dash 'lmu\mtc xo nor
very much_in the E
he mvc Jones lns mesl dif

cult ta:
hat {ndad-look!ng

were again
trouble - with

there was

about' the defence, but Collins
made only a_moderate debul,
even though Douglas was well
belaw his England form.

a in_adventurous’ mood
at times, had - quite a useful
match and the new full-back
partnership of = McNally = and
Daniel could well settle” down,

e

m
what harassed by McLeod and
Daniel wasted quitc a number
of_balls.

There could be no :omolamt
about Baynham, who was
in command of ‘the snmnuon
but, in general,
match the significance -of ‘which
will be forgotien soon, except
that it was another point thrown

away.
LUTON TOWN' Bnynham
McNally, Daniel Colli;

Kelly, ~ Pacey: McC nn (A).
Turncr_ cBride, ~ Cummins,

B%_ACKBURN ROVERS

Bray, Whelan: Clay(on.
Wood McGrath:  Isherwood,
Dohm " Dougan, Douglas, Me-

Leod
Referee: H. Homer, Coventry.
Aucndzncc 141




§ OTHER
CRITICS
SAID

Elnckburn Rovers v Luton Town
" The Blackburn fumbling made
a mockery of the efforts of other
sides battling against Luton in
the First Division relegation zone.
Luton certainly deserved to win,
and once they mruleved their lack
of confidence they had nothing to
worry about.”—" Daily ‘Express.”

“ Blackburn  played os though
their minds were on the: F.A
Cup Final, 50 bottom-of-the-table
Luton took two useful points from
Ewood Park yesterday—and well
deserved them. The Luton half-
back line, Brown, Pacey and
Morton, had an important part to
play in the victory by playing
Blackburn’s inside trio practically
out of the game, while Bingham
and Tumner formed a lively right
wing.”—" Daily. Telegraph.”

“ Blackburn were pathetic. Not
even- the slow handclop could
bring these ragged Rovers to some
semblance of liveliness. Confident
now, Luton began to play the sort
of football that took them to the
Cup Final last season. They used
the boll cleverly and their defence
was never in trouble if we except
a 25th-minute penalty kick which
Brian Douglas took and Ron Bayn-
hom saved.”—" News Chronicle.””
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