2 At least one of three

| LUTON TOWN 4, CHARLTON ATHLETIC 1

BAD luck seems to attach to the Town’s home fixture
with Charlton. Originally, it was put off in Fﬂbruafy
because of the waterlogged : state of the pitch, and lm
night at Kenilworth-road it Wwas nearly washed into
oblivion by a torrential downpour. : By

" For nearly half an hour, the game, which had been
quite entertaining while conditions were reasona;bly normal,
became farcical. | _ s
The pitch was a sheet of water, g o o = N

avers often, dismnses B | HOW. THE
thing was 't?ign. Judicrous 1o . | . 5
s or oo 1 trougtt v GOALS GCAME

referee was considering applying WERGE for Charlton aftes -

the closure. Many people must e
have expected it, but play went I EGATE. for- Luton- after 44
on with players barely able to sderos |

move the ball and often finding |
their!? fect shooting from under Asﬁlg\g]?rg{g for Luton after

them, with the result that they | ..
were given an uncomfortable Asaff{tg(??%TnI‘;Ijnu{esﬂ r Luton |

bath' in muddy water. LEGATE for Luton _

Before all this submarine effort 89 minutes
began, the Town had recovered -3
from the shock of going N0 oeeoeeeeoeeeseooeocee
arrears early on, and had gained - |
a '2—1 lead. could have ' been expected to

- Then.  with Ashworth’s first | count in. normal circum _
ooal, the football virtually ended, and the Town. scarcely deserved
but  the ' persistent Ashworth | to be behind, “because they were

obtained another in the closing | exerting the more persistent press

stages. | Sure. .
HOME RECORD Seconds  before the half-time
MAINTAINED - whistle, the Town  reached

- In the circumstances, consider- ftquilalé}’plgﬁ' S]E]i'._it iﬁrnﬁﬂgﬁg’
ing their weakened —posiion | \ho drove in a terrific low cross
w1 Tol G 12 SOl o oo

: 3 g then- shot 1nto the net from the
record, which has remained un- legs of LEGATE, standing

beaten 'since October. almost on the goal-line. Half-
While the forward display was | time: |

not all that convincing, the LUOTON:Z T el e el

defence was adequate, with Col-|{ CHARLTON ....... et

lins  playing quite usefully at :

centre-half With a quarter of, an hour of

1LUT WN - vnham - | the sécond half gone, the referce
M::Igal!?}q ']E;?amﬁel.]:ﬂﬂ}’!};ifé}; signalled for the lights to go on.
Collins, Groves:; R. Chandler, | Immediately, the Town: scored
‘Ashworth,* Morfon,  McGuffie, | through ASHWORTH, who
Legate. | | fastened on to a through pass,

CHARLTON:~ Duft; Sewell, | and, - after - appearing to have
Townsend ; Hewie, Hinton, Tock- | taken the ball too far, reached:it
nell; Lawrie, Edwards, Leary, |to drive it in pasf the oncoriing

Werge, Summers. Duff.
C iifﬁ?gfc H. - Horner, of . Then the rains really came, pelt-
' ing down in semi-tropical fashion

Without managing to produce a | so that in a few minutes the pitch
telling shof, the Town forwards | was mostly one large lake. Any
moved quite promisingly early on, | sort of constructive football ‘was
and had. the Charlton defence out- | @ sheer impessibility. .
strefched. two or ‘three times. With 18 minutes left the referce

However, Charlton -were" the | went across to onec of the Imes-
first to score, 1n the eigiath minute. | men and seemed to be assuring

In a quick breakaway Lawrie |himself that the line on that side
made an awkward shot that Bayn- | was still visible. but play went
hal_*n stopped at the foot of the |on in rapidly worsening  condi-
Foﬁt with- his foot. Speedily the | tions : '
rall was teturned into the goal-! noyreses e
mouth, where slowness by Efﬁ:ﬂg SURE FARCE
cnabled WERGE to ram it into| Much of what went on Was
the roof of the net. pure farce, and a shot by Lawrie

1 here was a . prompt Town |With Baynham sprawleii m- a
response, durlng which Morton | muddy heap was stopped. on the
Jad a - cross-drive linger-tipped goal-line by Collins ~ Baynham
over the bar by Duff. From the | Was  injured and there was’ a
corner - kick, Ashworth was (oo [ hold-up while he recovered.
high as hf: shot on the half lurn. With 11 ' minutes left ASH-

McGuffic nearly caught Duff | WORTH, always » chaser ot
napping with a ‘terrific first-time | forlorn hopes. ~ went out affer
drive that-the goalkeeper 'could | another and Yound Juck in. his
only push out—fortunately for | W28y because Duff, in his attempt

him: straight to Hinton. to punch clear, sent the ball hard
EXCITING against him and it rebounded
EXCHANGES INto the net

oHE s ot ‘INEIIh one minute left LEGATE
| * >HIL. oL ‘an excit- | PUl the seal on the Town's Vi€
o few SR : : i € 3%

:_Ililfltg Imimfl”‘-'” which Duff {tory with a beautifully headed
Xeciled himself with 3 great onc- | goal from a centre by Chandler.

T:'Ii:-. Wds

handed save from a flyi | -
e 1.a flying header | Result
. h& {*JCC}’. and with another kujgé{é LUTON 4
| effort from Chandler. 2 CHARLTON .. .. . a.d
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clforts | Attendance: 7.149
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