A Standen 5
T “ Bramwell ; Pacey,
Cope, Groves; Fleming, McKech-
Turner, Ashworth, Legate.
—h,, ﬁeferee: J. R. Loynton, Soli-
ull. =
- From the start the Town,
atracking the Spion Kop end;
moved smartly and Ashworth had
a shot charged down. However,
Liverpool, with barely a minute
ne, should have taken the lead
en Lewis broke through yawn-
‘zap in the middle of the Town
fence, with only Standen to
at, as Cope and McNally raced
b 3;3’ an attempt o cove
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and without waste of time, Liver-

| pooi” continued to be dangerous

but the Town had a turn and the
Yeats just prevented a
~centre- by Fleming reaching Mec-
Kechnie  who - had taken up a
good position in the middle,

foul by “Groves on Lewis
gave Liverpool a free kick “mid-
way in-the Town half, and it Jed
o Liverpool taking the lead after
six minutes through LEWIS,

|~ Milne placed the ball over to

the left, and it dropped near to
the Town goalpost. Groves was
close” up- to it, but somehow or

clear, —perhaps because he
‘thought McNally would so do,
-and Lewis bent Jow: {o sfeer ithe
ball ust--insid

ance by Lewis, who liter-
-ally. hurled himself at the ball,
but I could not help fecling that
the Town defenders should have

done more about it.

With the: Town struggling to
find their touch. this was the sort
-of start they most wanted to avoid
and there was no disputing the
fact ‘that Liverpoo] were the
smarter, quicker and  more
dangerous-looking outfit,

Once Turner very nearly cut
out a scoring opening for Ash-
worth, who however, could only
just reach the ball with his head
and it spiralled gently to Slater.
Much more decisive wag an
attempt by Melia, who beat Pacey
cleyerly in mid-field and went on
to produce -a drive that sailed

[,over but

was close enough to
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reston last Saturday and|”
ey said before the match that
“pinch * there was a risk of

That was a distinct et off and,
‘we hoped, not a sample of things

her seemed to make no attempt:

Improyement
throu;

fore turning the ball inside to
Ashworth who could not get much

saved easily. - = =
_For a time the Town exerted
some pressure  without bringing
Slater into serious action and thus
early it had become only too
apparent that high ‘centres were
not going to do them any good at
all; because Yeats was completely
dominant in this department.
Then the « breakdown of a
promising  Town ~movement be-
“cause- a judicious pass by Turner
bounced oft Fleming’s knees and
ran loose, nearly producing a
second goal for Liverpool.
- Left back Byrne secured pos-
session, made a bee-line for goal
and brought Standen full-length
| with~a shot from the edge of the
penalty area. e ;
—Liverpool were creating by far
| the more clear-cut openings and
L though St. John should have
done  better than shoot wide,
narrow- miss that it was, after he
had been sent through cleverly by
Acourt.
TOWN DEFENCE
WORRIED

‘o ‘stop _another dangerous “burst
by St. John. : Z

Cope also conceded a corner
under pressure without anything
coming from it, and the Town
were carrying play into the Liver-
pool half. quite frequently with-
out looking like potential scorers,

Legate made a clever run, at
the end of which his cenfre was
deflected  straight into Slater’s
hands, and the one positive shot
that came was from Pacey, from
longish range, that sent the ball
well wide.

There was a slight hold-up while
Lewis received attention for an
mjury and then a free-kick to the
Town when Leishman crashed into
McKechnie, but this Liverpool
defence was covering splendidly
and had revealed no gaps so far.
TURNER MADE
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f Liverpool were in  trouble for
lalmost_the first time when Turner
‘worked the ball down the right
jwing and Leishman made a rash
isort of clearance that sent the ball
lacross the face of his own goal,
!l - However, Slater was quick to
see the danger and he raced out to
‘;)out the ball smartly into touch.
| Almost immediately after this
| Bramwell was hurt “in a fierce
Mackle and while he was still lying
flon. the ground Callaghan came

‘| and he carried on with a. piece of

power behind his shot and Slater
v : | before

 Callaghan  and

la z
tholigh

Yeats came in strongly to tack]
gge completed a brilliant :

_The Liverpool work all
Ime was quicker and crisper
their shooting, while not all
distinguished in “its - accurac
there or thereabq
4 y
‘urner 1 tempore
repairs by trai e%‘Frank e
what seemed to be a cu

colton

lips.

NO CHANCE

FOR SHOTS ]

. Tty as they would the Town

orwards just could not find the

openings to make -telling shots,

and time and time again their

movements were breaking down
the penalty  area

wool protruding from his

_reached.

Cope twice cleared as the ball |

came  across - dangerously from

the patiern re-

mained largely the same, with

Liverpool making the more open--

1ngs but lacking the final punch;
possibly through the absence of
Hunt, to make the most of them
. On the other hand the Town
just- were not able to pull this
immaculate Liverpool defence out
of position.

Just before half-time Liverpool
-pressed strongly again and Stan-
den had to push the ball hurriedly
over the bar as it came over from
Callaghan. j : <

A foul by
outside the pe
right wing brought Liverpool a
free kick ‘in time that had been
added for injuries, but this was
cleared  without undue trouble.
Half-time : ;
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Groves on Lewis just

same when Lewis brought the ball

deal |
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pusly and Standen

went

h-in —the ‘end it was
MeNally’s boot thay cleared it.

Both Standen and St. John were
shaken up, both received attention
but were able to continue and the
damage  seemed comparatively
light.

With Liverpool remaining on
the attack, Ashworth and Legate
between  them - brought down
Milne five yards outside the
penalty area and White placed the
free kick. dangerously into the
penalty area so that Standen was
able to make only a sketchy one-
handed punch.

FINAL PUNCH MISSING

Out went the ball to Milne who
would undoubtedly have increased
the lead but for the fact that Pacey
was in the line of fire and his head
deflected the ball for a corner,

This was a danger period for the
Town with the famous Spion Kop-
pers roaring their heads off foy
another goal, but for all the Liver-
pool flourish and effervescence in
mid field that final punch was sl
missing. ;

Lewis shot wide from quite g
good position and then Leishman
sent the ball soaring over the bar.

For six or seven minutes,
dogged defence was the chief
Town role, but there followed a
measure of improvement without
any real suggestion of goal-thruyst,

Slater had to come ant
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were some flashes of
hope about the Town's forward
play at this stage, as when Mc-
Kechnie  sent —away Fleming
whose -~ centre Slater reached by
throwing himself at the ball as
te,  who was pulled up for
offiside, closed in. = =
~When Liverpool hit back, Stan.
den did weil to-cut out a fast,
-low ‘cross from St. John. There
¢ competition - up and
¢ now, and Slater
pushed outside a shot by Ash-
“worth from a severe angle after
Legate had made the opening.
Eor a few minutes the Liver-
pool defence ‘had its hands full,
but nothing developed. Liverpool
swung back to the attack, with
 Callaghan centreing the  ball
cleverly, but Standen cleared
finel ‘header by Miine.
SCAPE

Then the Town had an escape
when St. John—whom I thought
should- have been pulled up for
an obvious push on Cope—was
allowed to go through.

Standen did all he could by
racing out, but St. John forced
the ball past him. McNally, as
he “has often ~donc previously,
had run back: to cover, and just
managed to scoop it off the goal-
{line;—though, straight at Lewis,
-wito; in far-too much_of a hurry,
smacked it wide of“the far post.
KICKED OFF = E
THE LINE

Two or three minutes after this;
with the Town showing ~mare
power in their front line, it was
Liverpool's ~turn for a let-off
when McKechnie let loose a low
drive that White kicked off the
goal line as Legate closed i,

The Town were certainly
putting up a fight, and for a
time there was little in it.

However, Liverpool always had
the edge in attack, but they were
finding the Town defence in
stubborn mood. :

When the Town did get away,
after Fleming had switched to the
left. wing, quite a serious situation
developed in_front of the Liver-
pool goal with Legate having a
shot charged down and then there
was a free-kick for the Town
when Fleming was pulled down,
This Groves placed accurately,

oal without going near any red|
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TURNER provided a dramatic
ending to the game by equalis-
ing with only three minutes left

from St.- John, whose shot was
deflecied fo such an extent that il
seemed impossible for the goal:
keeper {o reach it, but reach il
he ‘did, and the crowd behind
the goal swayed in their excite:
ment.

There was_little coming from
the Town forwards now, and
hopes of the Town snatching a
point  from this hard-foughi
game were disappearing.

Ashworth and McKechnie had
switched, belatedly I thought, be-
cause there were only about six
minutes left when this happened.
Then almost immediately Turner
went away in much of his old style
and nearly secured the equalisei
with a low shot from his favourite
angle that Slater could only push
out and the ball spun behind
Legate who made an efficient bui
all the same ineffective attempt to
back heel it in because White
kicked clear. - 3 =

Then with only-three minute;
left there came a dramatic equas
liser through TURNER. =

The goal came like a bolt from
the blue during a scramble ir
front of goal and suddenly Turne)
booted the ball heftily past Slate
and it hit the under part of the
bar before turning into the net.

There were strong Liverpoo!
appeals against the award of g
goal, though on what grounds was
not clear, but the referee: refused
to consult a linesman and Turne:
was nearly mobbed by his excitec
colleagues.

Immediately after this, . Liver
pool came within . inches of re-
gaining the lead, because in a snip
raid, Lewis, from  the inside-lefi
position, flashed the ball only tha
narrow margin wide of a post.

but the ball was firmly headed
out by Yeats, and that was the
end of this Town raid, because
Liverpool came away  busily,
through their left-wing pair, and
finally the attack petered out with
Milne, from 20 yards, driving
wide.

After this, there was a heavy
Liverpool attack in which Stan-
den made a brilliant save from
a rising drive by Callaghan, but
even so the ball ‘would have gone
in but for McNally - being on
watch-dog duty again, and he
cleared oft the line once more.

Result:
LIVERPOOL 1
LUTON 1




