o ﬁudmg each other,

sh‘oulﬁ “have

J m | ‘T
awarxled a & - kick _during
~another heavy raid on their goal.

Rovers’ - ltackmg s scemed
Jimited: 10, pﬁsgmg the ball
dov)ht? ﬂ%_e\ ‘middle, a move which

caused Town no trouble at all.
“TOWN PLA JIN :
CLASSY

' ay a classy
bnnd.-af foo(ball, the Town were
‘producing nearly all the construc-

tive movemtn nnd Rovers
‘were holding on, with
| their d often ballled.

wheﬂ their forwards did’
in a line, Roven
scored use

a iiimﬂton found a way through,
from his centre Bradford, 4

and
with all the goal to aim at,
headed neafly two yards wide of
the post.
~ Compared wuh the slick-way in
which the Town forwards were
the methods
Rovers attack were more
n anyrhmg else. and
a move imo
~a_neal piece
ng_with Fleming.
Stan as.in direct action for
the first u ‘ter 20 muinutes in
dealing with a header hf{slarman
‘The ball bounced and

| Standen easﬂy co[lec{ed it.

backmg them up

sh-

_dangerous, and
the

de of.

2 j,‘Cope headed away. |

- Jarman, but got - out o)

How The Goal
Came

HAMILTON for Bristol after
.62 minutes.

were looking neither so neat nor
so dangerous now,

Their attacks were tending to
break down before the danger
zone was reached, and their pass-
ing, too, had. Jost some of its
early accuracy.

There was a slight stoppage
while Groves had attention to a
knock on his left knee, but the
trouble was only minor, and the
restary of play saw Rovers gain
a corner on the right.

WALDEN CAUGHT
OFESIDE 3

A foul on McKechnie brought
the Town a free-kick jusg mside
the Rovers’ half. Bramwell took
it, and Groves hooked
Walden °who. however,
standing offside.

Rovers were gelting. a number
of corners at this stage, and from
one of them. Hooper. left un-
marked. drove away firs; time at
the ball and sent it soaring over.
In thjs last 10 minutes or so.
Rovers had had more chances
than the Town. who were now
finding dlﬂicuhy in reachmg close
quarters.
However, a good run by Wal-
den brought them a comner on
the right, but there was a hold-up
before it could be taken, because
on an injury (o Slocombe, the

it on. to
was

Rovers. Teft-half. z

Radford had to ,punch out a
long centre by Ashworth from
the feft, -but - the ball went to
safety.

“Then Pacey, aftcr taking the
ball from Hamilton in a tackle,
tried to beat Bradford, was dis-
d, d that set Rovers
e moye again, only for Jar-
man to put outside. - ¢
 Groves did his ‘best to

an - opemng for  the:

acey, who, howev

a ay, but took far too long in
ich to make effective ground,
d ‘Bramwell was able (o dear

TOWN DEFENCE

Just bcfore half-trme Bra wc]l
put Town's goal “in dan 7
‘heading ~ the ball slralgh[

f _b“y

‘Then, Walden put the Town in | HI

Bgls,TOL Rovsgs

shoom.ng well wide. .
A long run_by W

causing Frowen
brought.

a fair share of the play, but were

Awuh 62 minutes gone, Rovers took

| the referee and appealed against

reverse had shaken the Town. and

a5 | the cart again by skying the ball |
- | back into- his own penalty ar
O land ‘Hamilton missed a cha
: scormg Half-time : i

a,v and set Walden

| was
x‘ remained on the attack, and Rad-

Y TN O

punched away though challenged

by Groves.

Morton had a shot beaten
down, but Rovers persevered.
and Hooper made a high. long

centre that Standen plucked out
of the air in almost contemptuous
style.
CLOSE CALL .
FOR TOWN

Then, there came a_shock for
the Town when Hamilton, (rom
the inside-left position, suddenly
slewed the ball across the goal

with force. Both Bradford and
Jarman, diving at it, missed it
narrowly.

The Town forwards were now
finding each other with something
like their early precision without,
however, looking a potent force as
finishers.

They gained another corner on
the left, and before this could be
taken there was another minor

stoppage while Radford had some
attention to a knee.

A difficult-looking situation for
the Town developed when Hooper
was found in an open space with
no Town defenders within 20
yards of him, but, after he had
made ground, McNally blocked
his shot. and the attack fizzled out.

There was rather a scrappy
element about the play now with
not much sign of goals from
either team.

Rovers were contriving to have

unable to trouble Standen.

KEEPING THE
BALL TOO CLOSE

“Some of Town’s difficulties
stemmed from a tendency to keep
the ball’ foo - close and to make
far too many passes in midfield
witheut achieving any real sort of
progress. It also gave the Rovers’
defence time to close up, and
clear-cut scoring opemngs “were
few and far between.

Then came a shock because

the lead through HAMILTON.
He looked offside as he took a
through pass, and as Standen
came out for it he dribbled round
the goalkeeper and turned the ball
into the net from an acute angle,
* The Town- defenders looked at

the award of a goal, but he was
firm in his decision.
~ There was no doubt that this

the Rovers, backed up by the
crowd, turned on more pressure.
Hooper had a terrific shot beaten
down.

There was no doubt now that
the Town was up against it, and

rs Breeze Home

OVe

pass by Groves for which Ash-
worth was shaping.

The wandering Hooper then
popped up in the inside-right posi-
tion to bring Standen to his knees
with a shot that moved in the air.
The best movement the Town
had produced for some time be-
tween Ashworth and Fleming.
could have produced a goal had
not the winger's pass intended for
McKechnie landed at the feet of
Pyle, who cleared thankfully.

| TOWN “GOAL”

DISALLOWED

With 12 minutes kft. Ashworth
got the ball into the net for what
seemed o be the Luton equaliser.
However, the linesman had his
flag upraised, and the referee dis-

allowed the goal, pointing with
his hands. presumably indicating
an earlier handling offence.

He was surrounded by protest-
ing Town players, including Mc-
Nally, who came right up from
the defence. He would not con-
sult a linesman, however,. -As
far as I could see, Ashworth had

Jarman made a great - dribble in
which he beat

Standen had to go full length.
MORTON RALLIES
S SIDE

Morton tried to rally the Town |
going, but rbq
winger tried to beat Frowen oncef
too often, and ias caught mi
possession. i
With Rovers in full cry now.
the Town had little chance tcﬁ
make progress, and Hooper hit
the srdcdneumg with ano.her%
owerful drive }
IJlrlowew.cr the Town did hit
‘back, and in a strong .attack
acey nearly produced an equa-i
‘liser from the edge of the penalty |
area. He tried a cleverly lobbed

/| shot that Radford had to push
| oyer in a

hurry.
Another corner followed, bulr
scrambled = away. Town |

foril nnnmnﬁ out_almost to the

two opponents Lot
n ‘before making a shot to which

RIGHT LEFT
BRISTOL ROVERS
Radford
Davis Frowen
Bumpstead Pyle Slocombe
Jarman Hamiltor Bradford Watkins Hoop:
Referet D. H. Howell
(Birmingham)
Fleming McKechnie Ashworth Groves Walde
Pacey Cope Morton
Bramwell McNally
Standen
LUTON TOWN \
EEEE RIGHT
penalty spot, snatched away a It was a sheer .dis

for the Town. especia!

late stage,
CRUEL LUCK
FOR TOWN
The Town's cruel Juck
continued when, with Rovers

forced right back on the defensi
Walden. with a bri iang turn of
speed, left Frowen almost stand-
ing. He made a great low dri re
that, of all things_bear Radfo
struck the foot of the post crxd
came back into play.

Then. in a Rovers’ breakawav,
Bradford got in a pile-driver that
Standen saved in style.

Town came back and for the
most part i was last-diich by the
Rovers.

Then Pacey came through i
desperate endeavour to gain i}
elusive goal. but found himself
angled. He smashed the ba!l low

n a

at

acress the face of the goal. but
there was no-one there to make
contact.
PACEY JOINS IN
THE ATTACK

Pacey, now rght up
inside-left position, next

inches wide from a
Walden. -
. With Pacey playing an increas
mng . .part _in attack, Town gain
a' ecomer  which MgcKechnie
breasted down in an effort o et
the ball under control. but in the
end he had to pass to Fleming,
who. produced one of hisi weak
finishes by putting the ball Behind.
In a Rovers breakaway. Bump-
stead shot rather uncomforiably
close, Standen scampering across
his goal. Result:
BRISTOL ROVERS
LUTON TOWN ..

cent

not committed any offence.

B



