acey

’s Goal Brin

SRS~ 25N

TOWN TAKE ON NEW
'~ LOOK: LEADERS

DEFENCE

SHOCKED

(By Chiltern)

LUTON

TOWN 1, LIVERPOOL 0

RE was a bit better response from the public than
usual at Kenilworth-roadrthis afternoon when, despite
the fact that the Grand National was being televised, the

crowd looked as if it would

turn out to be a little better

than the recent average for the visit of the League leaders,

Liverpool. =

Liverpool seem to be booked for the First Division next
season and they are a colourful side, with power in attack

and soundness in defence,

Among the spectators was Tan- McColl, the Scottish
team manager, who paid a flying visit to make a final check
on Ian St. John, current holder of the centre-forward posi-
tion for Scotland. and Ron Yeats, who may be in the

running for a cap soon.

He was also inquiring, bearing
in mind the needs of his under-
23 team, about Temmy McKechnie
and Jim P:leming,

Also present were the-Chairman
of Brentford, and Brighton's chief
scout.

‘Obyiously their presence had to
do with a Town player or players,
but when I asked Sam Bartram
about it, he was completely in
the dark about their intentions.

In naming their team, the Town

caused something of a shock by o
picking Bob Morton, a stalwart in
?& many_positions ‘over the years;

e ; :
Apart from that, the switching

s ‘had
tively rtecent signing, Tepre-
sented ﬂmminthe]fs)t-llmstches
_In the continued absence of

e al
Cope, Jp{m Bmmnjell tetained the | .

LIVERPOOL SOON
THREATENING £

‘The Town were sef to defend
the Oak-road end, and

ing for Hunt, whose shot was
%ecxed to safety by Kelly's

However, - the Town -weathered
nfident]
o ,
were a b
‘the lead.

;

and came away more
through Turner and
unlucky not to take

] of which Fleming

desperately to his right to pull
off a wonder save.

Then Standen was in action,
and had to move sharply at the
last minute to reach a shot by
Milne that threaded its way
through a crowd of plavers.
Standen grabbed it at the second
attempt. T
TOWN FORCE
CORNERS

It had been a lively opening on
a pitch that had rccovered well

om mid-week snow and
rain.. .
Bramwell could only head a
centre from Acourt for a corner.
and this was followed by two on
the left for the Town, the second
giul juslitf behind.

Showing ra ore Jife in at-
tack than has n the case
lately, the. Town were having

- | quite a share of the play, and it

was the turn of the Liverpool de-
fence to take the strain.

Again, Furnell prevented the
Town taking a shock lead when

i ) the ball
;I’_as( him from a shrewd pass by
urner.

“The " definite improvement in
the Town attack continued, and

| Ashworth was fouled just outside

the pqnal%uarea.,, Foilowing the
free kick Purnell saved Liverpool
again by throwing himself full
length 1o grab near the post a
shot by Turner.

In these first 10 minutes it had
been only Fumell’s three great
saves which had stood between the
Town and the lead. .
The: own were still on top.
They gained another free-kick
midway in the Liyerpool half, and
Bramwell planted it into  the
y area, but the tall Yeats
was on hand to head clear. How-
ever, the Town persisted, and with
Bramwell going through to join
there was another free-

-outside the penalty

> | area when he was pulied down.

From this, the Town took the
| through PACEY, who flicked
with his head the well-placed kick

ds | from Fleming. This sime Furnell

) was in 1o position to do anything

i S S s |

PACE
A flick of the head, and he put
the Town one up after 13

| minutes.
about it. | This was after 13
minutes.
TOWN KEEP
UP PRESSURE

There was a quick response
from Liverpool, but they were
not making' the impression on the
Town ds ce which they had in
the. _minutes.

McNally made a couple of
clever clearances, and back to
attack swung the Town. Groves
found ~Ashworth, whose pass
reached - Turner, who was un-
marked in the outside-left posi-
tion—but unfortunately offside,
too.

Liverpool were not looking so
punchy in attack as the Town.
and the only work for Standen
was a simple save from a specu-
lative shot by St. John.

cn St. John headed well over
following a free-kick for a foul
by Groves.

A WORD FROM
THE REFEREE

A late tackle by McNally on
Leishman brought Liverpool a
free-kick and'caused the left-half
to have some treatment before he
was able to resume. At the same
time, the referee had a quiet
word with MeNally.

Hereabouts, snow began to fall
quite thickly.

e Town hit Liverpool hard
again through  Turner and
Fleming, who had ventured out
on the right wing, and from the
latter’s pass, Ashworth got the
ball into the net, but the whistle
had already gone for offside.

There was a word from the
referee for Furnell after a tangle
with Ashworth, who challenged
him afier a goal-kick.

. The snow stopped, but the ex-
citement continued, with St. John
nearly fovrl::mg a way through but

finding the running away
from him.

There were boos from the
crowd after tackles by Moran

and Leishman, though the referee
djﬂj not think they constituted
ouls,

There was a great deal of deter-
mination from  the Town, par-
ticularly in attack, which was
heat-warming after some of the
displays we have seen recently.

Liverpool were certainly look-
ing worried  and harassed, but
then the old fault of inaccuracy
of passing crept into the Town
play to hold them up.

There was a spell of
by Liverpool, but it

ressure
id not

PO

How Th.(; Goal

Came

PACEY for
minutes,

0000000000000 000000¢

Luton after 13

amount to much, and in fact the
visitors' attack had failed to live
up to the reputation for deadly
finishing in this first hall-hour.

At the same time. credit must
go to the Town d . which
was covering well ag

When the Town made some
ground once more there was a
very poor finish from Flening
who sent the ball sailing harm-
lessly behind.

A good tackle by Kelly on
Callaghan nipped in the bud a
promising Liverpool raid, but they
persisted, and Pacey was a trifle
lucky to get away a centre by
Callaghan when Hunt challenged
him.

The new England cap, Hunt, had
not been much in the picture so
far, but he came into it now with
a clever dribble, and the attempt
to find St. John was frustrated by
Bramwell.

Over-cleverness by Turner, back
in his own half, put the Town
defence in trouble, but Turner
extricated them by chasing Melia
and pulling him down a yard out-
side the penalty area.

Acourt’s free kick, which came
across dangerously, was punched
out by Standen, and the ball went
to Callaghan, who hit his centre
s0 badly that the ball went out of
play on the other side of the
field.

However, the pattern of play
had changed, with Liverpool more
in it now and less being seen of
the Town attack.

SAVED BY KELLY
AND McNALLY

What could have been a fine
chance for Turner from a centre
by Ashworth was spoilt by the
intervention of Morton who tried
to get the ball under control
when he should have allowed it
to.run to his partner.

There was more pressure by
Liverpool, and Kelly intervened
in timely fashion to give away a
corner ~ when Liverpoo] were
threatening.

This was taken left-footed on
the right wing by Acourt, and
from it Hunt shot from point-
blank run§e4 but McNally was in
the line of flight and stopped the
ball with his chest.
winded in the process.

The_referee became unpopular
for giving a free kick = against
Ashworth in atussle with Yeats,
and before this could be taken
there was attention for McNally.

McNally recovered to  head
away the free kick in firm fashion,
and although Liverpool were hav-
ing more of the play now, their
finishing was nothing like the
standard demanded by their big
reputation.

Clever work by Fleming out-
witted Byrne, but his centre car-
ried, too far, though Moran had
to give a corner to clear. The
Town attack finished with Ash-
worth hooking the ball over.

The Town defence was covering
well and Kelly stepped in (o spoil
a chance for Acourt after a beau-
tiful flick by Melia,

Morton had not been much in
the game in his new position. and
he now had a spell af inside-right,
with Turner on the wing.

Again the game had swung the
Town’s way, and McKechnie won
a corner which he fook himself
by passing the ball back to Bram-
well, who came through down the
left  wing.  From his centre,
Morton headed outside, though
there seemed to be some suspicion
of a deflection.

CLEVER
PASSING

There was plenty of le‘x\siovn in

He was

the game but mostly the finish

was “lacking, and Liverpool had |
been very disappointing.

Clever ~ inter-passing, | first by
Ashworth then by Bramwell, was
carried on by Fleming, ‘“Who gave
Turner the chance of a shot from
longish range and ad oblique
angle, but the ball finished well
on the wrong side of the post

A foul by Leishman: on Ash-
worth on the touch-line gave the
Town a free kick just before
half-time. and the ball bobbed
about in front of the Liverpool
shooting

goal before Ashworth,
on the turn, produced o good
drive. Furnell made a brilliant

one-handed save at the|angle of
the woodwork..

2s Down Mighty Liverpool

Righe LUTON TOWDN Left
Standen
MecNally Bramwell ‘
Groves Pacey ‘
Morton Turner McKechnie Fleming
Referee: J. Carr

(Sheffield)

Certainly Liverpool hud much [ Acourt Melia St. John Hunt Callaghan
for which to thank Furne
The next free kick {was for Leishman Yeats Milne
Liverpool when (t})x-()\'m;1 pushed
St. John, and iy brough; a hot 1
raid on the Town goal that Moran Byrne
Bramwell finally cleared. Half- Furnell
time :
T S <ol SilE et LIVERPOOL Right
Whatever the second half was -
due to bring, the first half had . .
certainly been a tonic| tor the By inches. McKechnie missed |anticipation in racing across to
Town fans. Luton had shown|adding to the d with a lob [Kick clear.
altogether more determination and | from ihe inside-left position after | Then Morton broush: the next
better play than for wecks past. | Fleming had done the spadework. | danger by a ort  pass
First move of the second half | and the ball, which ¢ ived Fur-| Groves, bu 5
brought a shot from Turner | nell, was just too high. vived withou ficulty

which might have found a billet
had not Yeats been in 'ts path.

STANDEN FOILS
ACOURT THREAT .
There was quick response from
Liverpool, with Callaghan getting
clear of Bramwell almost for the
first time. Standen cut!out his
centre by throwing himsell at the
ball and pushing it wide of the
oncoming Acourt. _ 3
The ball went straight into Fur-
nell's hands from a free kick by
McNally after Leishman had
fouled Ashworth, but the Town

a
the
gone up for offside

Befo!

which
they
play

Ashworth got the ball into the

pass

in.
n Ashworth was pulled up

ner of the Liverpool net from
through
linesman’s

by Turner, but
flag had already
e was on again
the ball to

new one was
the Town's
now,

because

of the

moved sweetly again and the ball | for “ofiside as he chased a
went out te-the right, then back | throuoh pass from Morton - this
in the middle from Groves ©|iime jt was a rather doubtful
Turner. decision.

Turner got his boot far too
much under it, so that it flew
yards too high.

Moying the ball about more
effectively now. Liverpool forced
the Town back, and Pacey stuck
out a long leg to turn for a
corner a centre by Callaghan.

Standen, wearing a cap because
he was now facing the bright sun,

e

The

ts,

giving

CROWD SHOWS
ITS DISAPPROVAL
referee had
Ashworth after he had pushed
g ivi Liverpool a
in the centre circle.

went up into the penalty
trying to use his height as the
lgick came over,

a

word with
free
Yeats
area

He headed the

dealt capably with the corner | ball goalwards, but Standen saved
e cogﬂoru\hh.

3 ome of the referee’s decisions
SMA'IRTRI‘\)JVE“‘)!?K annoyed the crowd. and they
BY vU i \tithe showed their disapproval when
Tocwls\%n“?}:c 1{‘%}'{““ Dy and | Ashworth finished fiat on ce
eventually the ball was centred by [ & Belns charzed by ¥eats, but
Bramwell. Up together went Yeats | ““Than™ Standen had push
and McKechnie, but both missed | over in 2 hurty an inswinger
with their heads and it rolled 10 | Ghich *threatened. to curl under

safety. oL

With the Town continuing to
attack, Byrne deliberately headed
behind a centre by Morton, but
the corner was cleared and Cal-
laghan made some headway for
Liverpool. but the visitors were
mostly using too many passes to
make too little ground.

A cool clearance by Bramwell
broke up another Liverpool raid,
and then the Town came back in
strength with McKechnie trying to
get in a shot but having the pace
of it taken'away by a defender’s
foot so that the ball rolled to
Furnell.

The Liverpool wingers were
switching, and it was a centre by
Callaghan, now on the left, that
caused the Town defence their
next trouble. They worried their
way through, but there was a
free kick for Liverpool.  The
reason puzzled the crowd, and
they let the referce know.

Ashworth forced Furnell to his
knees with a shot from an angle,
and then McKechnie just failed to
find the centre-forward with a |
through pass which Yeats inter- (]
cepted.
McKECHNIE MISSES ']
BY INCHES

tl

Turner had a shot stopped by
Yeats's foot, and play stayegd at
the Liverpool end. Melia, back in |
defence, was worried by Fleming |
into a mistake, but Turner, giveni
a chance, shot well ofl the may

aroun
ther

Y

1

collec

the bar from Callaghan's centre.

Callaghan’s next effort was not

At last

ally’s

the

Mel
er to
at t

0

referee

eats for pushing Ashworth, bu
N free-

Kick

so well placed. but the ball hung
d the Town goalmouth and
€ was quite a lot of concern
after Standen had pushed the ball
rather tamely 1
brought the 2e
throwing himself
St. John.

ia, but he
an end by
he fect of

penalised

was badly

ced and Furnell was able to

Derermi

Alter

L it on the first

ned

Turner

had

bounce.
k rackling
Town defence was throwing ;back
raid after raid, but Liverpool were
looking a listle more threatening
at this stage.

by the

been too

clever in midfield and lost the ball
as a result, Bramwell got
out of trouble by showing good

the Town

urnell saved the
cain by throwing himself
Ashworth who
scorer  as
from a pass b
disputed
referee a decision w
penatised for pushing
in the back again, but
kick brought the Town
because Groves drove we
Al sorts of sw
being tried by the

looked a

for the ball,
ts got there first and ¢
away a corner
NARROWEST
ESCAPE

Then came a corner for Liver-
pool and the narrowest escape the

Town had had so far. I
the ball squarely with
and it flew —but fo!

straight at Standen, who
to hang on to it.

Some of e
have taken away
Flemi on scoring
chance for Turner, but he missed
his  Kick . The ‘ball
@an on to who was
almost  as but he
sliced it wid

A goal a
been  inva

was more dange
pool forwards
laghan, back in his ou
spot. hit the inside of a post.
With the Liverpool pressure
mounting, Kelly wisely headed be-
hind when Callaghan centred the
ball awkwardly, and Yeats, up in
the Town penalty area
headed wide when the ball
across.

again
came
Again the chance of making the
position safe shpped away when
Groves made a great opening for
Ashworth, but from no more than

ten yards he sent the ball too
high. : g
In  “injury time” Morton

brought groans when he put the

ball behind after a promising
movement. Result:
LUTON 2 )
LIVERPOOL 0




