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EXCITEMENT CAM
LATE IN GAME

Dramatic Town Equahser
In The Last Minute

By CHILTERN
LUTON TOWN 3, PORTSMOUTH 3

MOST of the excitement from the Town point of view

was packed into the last 20 minutes of this match
at Kenilworth-road on Saturday because during that
period, the Town who had looked shot-shy and punch-
less in front of goal, scored three times.

Previously, they had looked like going down 1o
hollow defeat because Portsmouth built up a two-goal
lead for themselves in the first half and largely had
themselves to blame that they had to yield a point in
the end.

Having put themselves 1n a{lhc result that the Town came
positionn from which they could | rght back imto the game.
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g-.a...a,rc 1th way:h(ijnﬂxd%hr?lll‘d_[‘%o ' However, it took them a long
orismoultnh surrendered ine mifid- | coas 14 begin to wipe out their

tive in the second halt by IW’“L'dncars which were caused by
10 concentraie on deancc W'”"IS\.UND[ RS. in the 12th minute.
AR T 'and former team-mate. BROWN.,

after 37 minutes when he dnve

| home a penalty guven for hands by
' McNally.

| Walden missed the Town's best
' chance oefore the interval, and
| Shearing made a famasuc save
' save from a full-blooded drive by
| Lornie. following a centre by
| Clapton.
| I he score stayed that way until
' the 70th mmnute, when Snowdon
' was adjodged 1o have tiripped
 Lormie. and WALDEN scored
' from the spot to give the Town a
glimmer of Rope.
i lhat seemed to disappear two
| minutes later  when Standen
 aliowed a shot from SAUNDERS
| to ship through his hands. and
Portsmouth were apparently com-
fortably placed at 3-1.
- HINT OF A REPRIEVE

By the ume the next hint of a
L reprieve came there were only 13
minutes lefr and Sheanng dropped
a centre by Walden to presemt
LORNIE with a mift goal.

Even then it did not seem pos-
i sible that "the Town would
salvage a point, but surely epough
[h:;}. d.d so in the @ast minuie.

Again Sheanng was at fault
because he failed t0o cuit out a
corner from Fleming, and
| MCKECHNIE was standing
| almost on the goal-hne 1o head
| the ball through and round oft a
dramatc hmsh.

Until that late sconing burst,

there had been no hint that the
;|'¢.mn\ forward problems have
' been solved because the t'miahim{
;w-mmlml (0 be very much below
' standard, and there must still be
| worry about the situation.
- McKechnie was the best on this
occasion, showing a marked
improvement  on  his  previous
showings and Lornte, .while falling
down through Jlack of ball
control, at least livened things up
in the closing stages through his
dash.

llumnu fell down on the score
of poor distmbution, \r\..lldt.‘n
| could have been the match-winner
had his hnishing been better and
Clapton c¢ertainly  could have
used more support.
| For most of this season, the
defence has been fairly adequate,
but some tell-tale gaps appeared
in the hrst hall, mamnly because
neither McNally nor  Bramwell
was at his best and Pacey had 1o
‘do a deal of covenng.

Later, Bramwell ymproved and
Pacey became quite commanding
in  the second halt, while both
‘Morton and McGuftie came
through creditably,
 Standen’s display was marred
by the mishandhing that led 1o the
‘third  goal, though, generally
speaking, he was sate enhough,

. LUTON TOWN:  Standen:
McNally,  Bramwell:  Naorton,
Pacey, McGufie; Clapton,
Fleming, Lormie, McKechnie,
Walden. | | - l
PORTSMOUTH Shearing:
Gunter, Wilson: Brown, Snow-:
don. Dickinson: Barton, Gordon,
Saunders, McCann, Dodson.
Releree: V. James, York. |
Attendance: 8,156, |
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