Luton crack up
under pressure

' Luton 2 Barnsley 3: by GRAHAM BUXTON

HE gates to Division Four opened wider for Luton, who
A slumped to the foot of the table at the result of a match
which thev threw away. They spent most of the first half
. ‘weaving pretty patterns which seemed to be more for their own

. entertainment than that of their 4,555 shivering supporters.

. Patterns do not bring goals and _ T LT R
Luton should have discovered thisf™ ™ N et S
in @ .game which raised they

f,guest.ion of whether the former
‘Northampton inside forwards, Ray
Smith and John Reid, can operate
in the same attack. s
~ Both are of the scheming }w%e.
‘and this put a terrific load on 18-
year-old John O'Rourke. But until stand-in centie
. Good judges assess O'Rourke as forward: John Byrne scored
likely to reach the £20,000 class ! the first of two . goals fo
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~ Luton 2, Barnsley 3

PHIS  defeat might well
seal relegation-stmg‘g_l-,-
ing Luton’s fate, -

{two years, but he will need better Barnsley, it seemed Luto!
‘support than this if he is to realise: might bag the points,

‘his potential, Luton did all the work 1in

- Barnsley played as Ir they weréi _ - : .
suffering from a hangover from the| %’h’é?'f-“%gg’ft léglsff HD&?K{:
mid-week Cup replay. : i1 fh SBes (1:0 s

Occasionally their attack looked % y Wlent das ray an.E‘ a 'sqll
‘dangerous but they seemed more trﬂm‘g’leg cience. was raleix
‘than usually surprised when George [roubled.

George Kerr beat two dé;-

‘Kerr put them ahead three minutes fenders to shoot Barnsley

after half-time.

""In 'the space of two minutes into a shock  forty-eighth
;Gnrdon Turner and John O'Rourke’ minute lead, And that wok®
put Luton ahead and Luton seemed Luton up. .
lset for victory. b | Evergreen Gordon Turnet
; é:’!ub'there is fight in this Barnsley put them back in the game
side and_ their defence oved. with , a fifty-sisth minute
stronger than that of Luton when equaliser, - ' '
‘the final pressure was on. : - Luton hammered away at
 With 18 minutes left, a mistake a now worried Barnsley de-
by Smith in his own penalty area fence. . They took only twg
set 'gea chance for John Byrne, minuftes to° get their 033
who beat Ron Baynham at the: in front, when 18-year-old
third attempt. N John O'Rourke cracked his
After that the Luton fight dis- first L.eague goal. - :
appeared and Barnsley came back +. Luton slipped up by Te-
into the game. : laxing = their . grip. Byrne
Byrne snatched a winner three levelled in seventy-six min-
n}m‘%’ces from the end when Gordon utes after a nightmare mis-
Fincham missed his tackle, and take by out-of-touch inside
Baynham came out too far, : right Ray Smith, Yo
Luton should have won easily  Luton - were sold. out.
against a jaded-looking  Barusley. Byrne wandered out ta the
s L o e e R S i right wing and hit an angled
drive that went over goal-
keeper Baynham for the
winper, .
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