" TOWN DEFENCE IS
NOW MORE STABLE

First Clean Sheet For
Over Three Months

By “CHILTERN™”
LUTON TOWN 2, SHREWSBURY TOWN ¢
UCH of the present trouble in which the Town find
themselves has stemmed from the fact that they have

iven away too many goals that were of the preventable
ariety, partly because the covering was not good

nough.
Now this problem has

been tackled by the bold

nclusion of the 18-years-old centre-half, Caleb, who
ileased supporters by the way in which he shaped in this
iard-fought match at Kenilworth-road on Saturday.

For the first time since Novem-
er 2, a blank sheet was kept and
is vastly important tnat tae
pal average should be improved
ecause tnis could well be a
wctor in the final reckoning.
Not only has the promotion of
‘aleb brought more stability, but
1e wing-half pairing of Pacey
nd Lownds in the last two
jatches has brought more
omination in the middle of the
eld, and both have heiped Caleb
1 his first samples of League
yotball by the way in which tney
ave covered him and helped him
ut.
On the credit side, too, is the
ict that the right-back position
now being nlled more ade-
uately than has been the case
or much of the season now that
IcBain is being. given an
xtended run in the side and his
onfidence has benefited as a
ssult.
And with Bramwell in more
ke the form which at one time
ttracted the attention of England
clectors, the defence has a
sunder, more compact look and
ow seems to be a foundation on
thich the Town can reasonably
uild.
Maybe, they were not given the
jost  severe ‘of tests by the;
hrewsbury forwards who were!
wcking in thrust, with the excep-,
lon of Middleton, who always |
eeded careful watching and
‘acey managed to do just that. |
|
|

Like so many -of the teams in

he Third Division, Shrewsbury
roved to be hard and uncom-
romising, especially in defence,
nd the Town's attempts to play,
onstructive football 'in attack, |
argely came to an untimely end.

Particularly was this the case |
vith Walden, who came in for
ome rough treatment, but, even |
o, emerged as the most dan-
rerous forward.

However, it was from the other
ving, where Riddick was not all |
hat happy in his comparatively
lew ‘position, that the opening'
vas made for O'ROURKE to!
hoot the Town into the lead'
ifter 29 minutes. |

In almost the same movement, '
ie controlled the ball and swept
t into the net, and appeals by’
shrewsbury for offside were not |
llowed. !

Dour, indeed, was the character |
»f the play, with few clear-cut
coring openings occurring, |
hough Clarke, near to half-time, '
weaded on to the bar and thei
rigilant Baynham was on to the
ebound in a trice, \

With defences holding much of '
| stranglehold, there were many
crappy passages in the  second
walf, and it looked as»[houg‘h,
)’'Rourke’s goal would be suffi-
sient until 10 minutes from ‘Lhei

:nd. S 3 y

Then the referee, who had made-
nany odd decisions, to sa Y
&sl, rehabilitated himself

eyes of the home crowd by award-
ing the Town a penalty when
Harley pulled down Walden and
McKECHNIE scored from the
spot.

That relieved a rather undis~

tinguished game for the inside-
right, who ran into trouble too
often and it was Reid, with some
good distribution who was the
more effective inside-forward.
_ O'Rourke again worked will-
ingly and hard, but he found
fewer opportunities coming his
way than was the case the pre-
vious week.

LUTON TOWN: Baynham;
McBain, Bramwell ; Pacey, Caleb,
Lownds; Walden, McKechnie,
O’Rourke, Reid, Riddick,

SHREWSBURY TOWN: Bos-
well; Wright, Helmsley ;. Harley,
Rowley, Brodie; Gregson; Ross,
Clarke, Middleton, Taylor.

Referee: R. Aldous,

Attendance: 6,282, )8
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