O’Rourke frbsos

his balance as he
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tries to volley a pass

from the right wing inta the Watford goal.

Luton 2, Watford 1

promotion only when O’Rourke,

Though it looked highly suspect,
and Watford appealed with gusto,
the news of Coventry's victory a
half-hour later made its authenticity,

as far as they were concerned, a
gm nt of academic interest only. For

uton, ithe goal was vwvital, for it
dispelled their last fears of relega-
tion.

Considering what was at stake
this- was an appalhng game for the
last 20 minutes when. on a heavy
ground, both sides were as near
dead as makes no difference,

In the first half there was some
acceptable football, notably from
Luton. With Reid and Lowdns
dominant in midfield and the young,
spritely O’Rourke pulverising Chung
in the penalty area, it became easy
to understand how their last eight
games have yielded 14 points.

Languid, ease

From the post-Wembley..zuins of
- 1959, in which time they have drop-
- ped from the First Division to the
brink of the Fourth, the signs of &
lasting revival are here for all- Yl
see.

Watford were led with energy by
Livesey, but, apart from Owen and
Iﬁnmng:f, who hapﬁeg the fastest
shot with a.}anguid e&se,
wi thout Imsé‘ira%ion Whtate'é%‘i
- supporters may-think, they are we

' out of the Second Dmls:on

Luton shouldifave had a Penalty
1 in the 22nd mmﬁb ‘when O’Rourke
accelerated thmugh the defence and

LUTON'S FEARS
DISPELLED

By JOHN THICKNESSE

ATFORD led from the 55th minute until the 82nd at Keml-
worth-road yesterday, and lost their theoretical chance of

the Luton centre-forward, scored

his second goal two minutes from time.

' was tripped from behind, and were
uniucky to go behind when Harris,
10 minutes after half-time, turned
Spelman’s low, Ieft-wmg centre
ingide the near post.

By then Luton had missed so many
many half chances that it had begun
to look wunlikely that thev could
equalise but when Livesey conceded
Wattord’s 14th free kick eight
minutes from time, they unexpect-
edly did so.

Pacey and Smith hel ed on'
McBain's lob and O’Rourke ran: it
home, well wide of Jennings. Six .
minutes later he concluded a fear-
some goalmouth scramble with the
‘winner, his 2lst in 22 games.

At 19, O’'Rourke looks a very fine
player in the making. Chelsea let
him go for nothing and you can
form your own conclusions.

Luton : Baynham; McBain, Bramwell;
Pacey, Fincham, Lownds;: Turner, Smith,
O’Rourke, Reid, Whittaker.

Watford : Jennings: Nicholas, Jones: Crisp, 4§
Chung, Owen; %UEII‘HHH McAneamcy, Livesey,
Oliver. Harris. '

Referee: F. “"Schuﬁeld (Morecambe).
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