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i O far as the art of collecting away Points
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undoubtedly the Town have got the Message ;?hncerned‘
- The

learned that fanciful, leisurely football, POSsible |
B

matches in the higher divisions, is no Substityge for :om,
e

mination and fighting spirit.

More than that, they have learned that
success away lies in rearguard soundness ang the
break quickly out of a defensive position,

Fundamentally these were the
ingredients of ~ this victory at
| Boundary Park on Saturday, but
the early picture was very differ-
ent, and there was a time when
the Town threatened to build up
| a substantial lead.
This- f

goal in the

followed a
REID, who

seventh minute by
fastened on to a pass by
| Whittaker, and made a drive
from 25 yards. Bollands moved
the wrong way, was deceived by
the swerve on the ball, and was
too late to recover.

Shortly afterwards O'Rourke
missed the sort of chance that he
would accept avidly nine times
out of 10, and then came a drive
by Whittaker, pushed on to a
post by Bollands and another by
O’Rourke that clipped the outside
of the woodwork.

Had one or more of these
efforts succeeded, Oldham would
not have been in the position to
make the fight they did in the
latter part of the first half, and
for much of -the time after the
interval.

It was then that the Town’s
know-how about defence in
depth paid off, with Reid often
becoming a fourth half-back,
ready to plug any holes that
might appear. As it happened
there were precious few, because
the Town defence as a whole was
highly organised and wall drillsd,

Anxiety there was at times,
‘but with Baynham in such bril-
liant form, an Oldham equaliser
never seemed really imminent,
despite the pressure,

REID’S SECOND
A RELIEF

All the same, it came as some-
thing of a relief when REID
obtained a second goal nine
minutes from the end after Bol-
lands had failed to collect a
centre from Pleat.

That was the end of the matter,
as the home fans only too plainly
showed because they began to
leave the terraces in droves.

Teamwork and fighting spirit
were two powerful ingredients of
this success, but mention must be
made of the grear display by
Baynham, who was right back in
the form that earned him England
cak;. ;
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