Disappointing Show After
O’Rourke Gives Them
~ An Early Lead

By CHILTERN
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LUTON TOWN 1, EXETER CITY 2

HERE was another brilliantly sunny afternoon for the Town’s

home match with Exeter City, making their first appearance at
Kenilworth-road for over 25 years. And it was a striking appear-
ance, because City appeared in vivid red shirts and shorts.

The Town. after their failure in front of goal on Wednesday,
welcomed back John O’'Rourke, now recovered from his ankle
trouble. This was the only change, and Gordon Riddick, the man he
displaced, went into the Reserve team to visit Charlton Reserves.

this
the gomng
Division 111 yvery smooth, but
they contented themselves with
one change, Peter Shearing raking
over m voal from Alan Barnett.

Once agamn, the players had to
contend with a hard ground and
hvely ball. The ground. in fact,
was showimg signs of wear and
tear in places after the prolonged
drought.
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kick-off. the Luton
spirited  rendenng
of the Town’s new theme song
as wrntten by the Manager and
set (0 the tune of “Roll Out The
Barrel™.

Exeter had a mascot of much
more mature age than 1s usual—

the
gave a

he 18 S2—and he helped keep
the crowd entertained before the
start.

Pacey iost the toss and the
Town were set 1o defend the
Keniiworth-road end.

TOWN STRIKE =
QUICKLY

They were on . the "attack
siraiecht awav, with both wing
halves backing up strongly. They

were driven off, and in a sharp
Exeter break. Fincham came in
birm'y 1o make a clearance.

As 11 turned ou:, Baynham was
first 1n aclion., nol seriously, be-
cause he had hule difficulty in
cop.ng with a header from right-
winger Welsh afrer bright work
bv Rees.

Town pressure
McKechnie prominent,
was his persistence that nearly
led to McDonald putting into
his own goal, Shearing having to
dive at the last second to preveint
the ball crossing the line.

O’ROURKE IN
THE PICTURE

followed. with
and 1

~then O’Rourke flashed into
picture to take a through pass
by Reid. and ihe centre-forward

looked a possible scorer unul the
ball struck Shearmmg on the legs
and rebounded 10 safety.

Town had been very much on
fop,- 10 the satisfaction of a
crowd of aboutr 10,000, many of
whom were in shut-sleeves.

A quick burst by the Town
brougihnt a terrthc left-footed shot
by O’'Rourke that was clawed
out by Sheanng. Whittaker.
showing cood anticipation.
followed up and headed wide of
a post.

It was prelity much one-way
traftic with the Town piling on
the pressure, but tending 1o crowd
cach other out through oves
eagerness 1nside the penality area.

Whittaker missed his kick when
well positioned. and then.
mevitably, the Town took the
lead thrcugh O'ROURKE alter
nine minultes, ‘

It was a cleverly taken goal,
because O'Rourke had his back
10 the target when he received a
long ball from McBain. He
pivoted quickly before stroking
the ball with his left foot to send
it into the corner of the net well
out of the reach of Shearing.

A half-chance fell 10 O'Rourke

from a pass by McKechnie, but
he was unlucky in that the
lively ball broke away {rom him
as he turned towards goal.
Almost nothing was being seen
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LUTON TOWN: Bayn-
ham: McBain, Bramwell:
Pacey, Fincham, Lownds:
Pleat, McKechnie,
O’Rourke, Reid, Whit-
taker. 2

EXETER CITY : Shear-
ing: Fulton, McDonald;
Mitchell, Harvey, Ander-
son: Welsh, Curtis, Carter,
Hancock, Rees.

Referee: N. C. Burten-
shaw, Gt. Yarmouth. 2

WW(
of Exeter as an attacking force,
but there was some 1mprove-
ment when Rees baffled McBain
out near the touch-line, only for
his low centre to be briskly
punted clear by Fincham.

A warning that the Town
could not afford to (reat the
Exeter forwards hightly at close
quarters was sounded when
Curus flashed the ball into the
net from an offside position, the
whistle having been blown for a
free-kick some seconds pre-
Viousiy.

Town came back spiritedly and
O’'Rourke set Whittaker off with

a precision pass. The winger
closed in and shot, making
Shearing go full Sstretch to get
his finger-tips to the ball and
divert it for a corner.
O'Rourke appeared to be
obstructed when the ball came
over. but there was no signal
from the referee. In the next
minute. Fincham was penalised
for pushing Carter.
McKECHNIE
CHECKED

A glorious pass by Reid gave

McKechnie the chance to bore
in towards goal. but his shot
struck - Harvey's legs, and that

was the end of that particular
effort.

Baynham, who had been much
of a spectator, was brought into
action by Rees, who was Exeter’s
most workmanlike forward so
far.

Then it was Shearing’s turn {o
be called upon when QO'Rourke
made a clever reverse pass to
McKechnie, who streaked through
from the inside-left position
before unleashing a shot that the
goalkeeper pulled down.

Play was still running the
Fown’s way without the hoped-

for punch in front of goal being
produced, though there was more
action In front of the Exeter
goal when O’Rourke was ob-
structed and Whittaker’s free kick
was toe-ended over the bar for
safety by centre-half Harvey.

Whittaker’s corner came across
accurately, but Shearing was able

to collect the ball as O'Rourke
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raced up and finished in the back
of the net.

Pleat suddenly appeared on the
left wing 1o collecy a pass from
Reid, and smacked in a pile-
driver that Shearing parried and
collected at the sccond attemp.

PENALTY APPEAL
TURNED DOWN

O'Rourke was obsiructed again.
and yet another free kick came.
this time just inside the penaliy
arca, There were appeals for a
enally when a (ernific shot by
leat from Reid’s free kick seemed
10 be handled by Anderson., but
the referee would have none of il

Some excellent football in mid-
ficld was coming from the Town
who al (imes gave the appearance
of almost toying with the
opposition, butl results were not
coming 1 the shape of more
goals.

Just once there was anxiety af
the Town end when Welsh made
an awkward sort of centre thatl
was too tar out for Baynham to
reach, but McBain was there to
head clear.

Another [ree-kick came to the
Town when McKechnie was
fouled in the centre circle by
Anderson and had to receive
attention to his right leg before

Back in the side again after
his ankle injury, Town centre-

torward celebrated with a
smart goal after only uine
minutes.

play could proceed.

A clever piece of work by
O'Rourke in selling the dummy
(0 Harvey brought Shearing into
the picture again, and he had
(0 dive to his left to cut off a
Cross-shot lrom the  centre-
forward.

Then there was ftrouble for the

Town when Welsh  beat _both
Branmrr:ll_ and Fincham 1n a
comparatively small space and

went straight through the middle
to finish with a shot that Bayn-
ham deflected with his foot for
a corner, which was [ollowed by
another.

The Town were calling the
tune, however, but without being
able (0 produce the requisite
fimsh (o thenr  commendable
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‘made a hopeful

approach work.

Just before half-time. Whittaker
rounded Fulton 1o make a hard
centre that Harvey diverted for
a corner., This led o more
activity in the Exeter goalmouth,
but it ended when Bramwell
long shot that
Shearing caught casily, Half-time:

LUTON TOWN

EXELBRACERY: - Jdtn s

Surprisingly, in view of what
had gone before, Exeter began
the second half on the attack.
Rees who, with Welsh, had posed
the only threat to the Town,
caused the trouble with a low
centre that Fincham despatched
for a corner.

Back came the Town. with
Pacey breaking right through
before pulling the ball inside to
Pleat, whose strong shot was
kicked away by Anderson,

Without looking at all danger-
ous, Exeter were contriving to
have a bigger share of the play
thun had been the case before
the interval, and FFincham had to
ZIVC away a corner to stop a
thr' st by Carter.

And this corner proved costly
to the Town because Fxeter
equalised through CARTER This
was after 54 minutes,

kick
and

Rees's flag
unerringly.

came  across
as  Bavnham

CHAIRMAN
ANSWERS

THE FANS

UTON TOWN F.C. have
been criticised by  sup-
porters disgruntled because

centre-forward John O'Rourke
did not play against Port
Vale on Wednesday after the
published team had in-
cluded him.

A statement authorised by
the Chairman, Mr. Tom
Hodgson, yesterday set out
to clarify the position and to
indicate that the club acted
in good faith.

*The decision was left en-
tirely to the plaver,” it said.
*“At the last moment, he de-
cided that his ankle injury
would not allow him to do
himself justice, and he also
felt that he might let down
his team-mates.

*The club doctor. manager
and the ftrainer had thought
him fit after tests,

“In fact,. O'Rourke went
so far as to start changing
in the dressing room in
readiness for the match be-
fore he decided that he ought
to stand down.”
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shaped to collect it, Mitchell got
his head to the ball and nudged
it downwards. In a sudden
scramble in front of goal. Carter

hooked it into the net to put
Exeter level unexpectedly.
TOWN AT PANIT
STATIONS

In the next minute Town were
at panic stations when Rees

suddenly cleaved a way through,
leaving McBain struggling. Bayn-
ham came out almost to the edge
of the penalty area in an attempt
to cut off the ball. He failed to
do so, but his rush was effective
by putting Rees off his aim so
that he pulled the ball over a
yard wide.

The Town’'s attack had gone
into an almost complete decline,
and not even their mdheld build

up. which had been so com-
mendable earlier was  apparent
NOW.

There was a  short stoppage
while Reid had attention for a
leg injury which proved to be
only shlight, This was followed
by a free-kick when McDonald

fouled McKechnie, bur again the
Lexeter defence covered up, and
the ball was headed to safety.
For the present, the Town had
lost therr gnip alter seenming (0

How The Goals

Came

O'ROURKE for Luton after
9 minules.- ‘
CARTER [or Exeter @ City

after 54 m.nuds
CURTIS for Exeter City after
76 mins.
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have the game in their pockets,
and they were not worrying the
Exeter defence now.

Since their goal, Exeter had
been playing with an assurance
that they had never even hinted
at before, and 1t was now the
Town's turn to have something
of a run around in defence.

In one of the visitors' raids.
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Fincham was injured, but he re-

covered quickly.

All the conflidence
had shown in the first half
secemed to have evaporated, and
even their short passes were now

ZOiLy astray.
At last, Reid gave the crowd
something to cheer about. He

made a long run before passing
the winger

to Whittaker and
flashed a low centre across goal.
Pleat returned the ball. and Reid,
meeting it first time, saw it canon
off the feet of a defender stand-
ing on the goal-line.

This was almost the first really
concerted attack by the Town

the Town

this half, which by now was 20

minutes old.

Agamn the Town were refused
a penalty when O'Rourke was
checked after breaking through
to a point blank scoring position
~Just about nothing was going
right for the Town in attack:
passes were going .anywhere but
;_nlcndcd, and shots at goal were
ew.

There was nearly another goal
for Exeter when Baynham went
up to field a high punt by Welsh, |
As_he did so Curtis charged him.

so that the ball fell

loose and |

rolled only inches wide of the

post.

Exeter were looking the more
dangerous, and Bavnham had
take his couraee
and dive at the feet of Curtis ‘o

L0

prevent further trouble.
EXETER IN
THE LEAD

So much had the Town gone

(O pieces that it was not altozethe:
surprising when they went into
arrears 1n the 76th minute
CURTIS was the scorer.

I{ was Carter who made the goa!
possibie. He gathered the ball ip
the nside-left position, fashing
across a low centre that Bavn-
ham could not reach. and Curtis.
rushing up at full speed. was lef:
with the simple task of hittine the
ball into the ne;.

It had certainly been an
amazing turn around this half.
with the Town completely out of
touch and Exeter having improved
immeasurably.

There was no sign of improve-
ment from the Town., and after
some niial  falhmg back on
defence by Exeter. the wvisitors
came nto the picture again for
Rees to test Baynham.

CROWD BEGINS TO
DWINDLE AWAY

The crowd on the terraces had
diminished noticeably, and from
the way things were going there
did not seem much hope of a
dramatc comeback by the Town.
in fact, Exeter were leoking
extremely selt-possessed i rthe
middle of the ficld, where they
had achieved dommmation this
half. |

In almost the last minute
sparked off a Town raid
ended with a centre by
taker going too  high
O Rourke.

hen, O'Rourke ran the ball
out.- of play for a goal-kick as
he chased 1t down the left-wing

Result:

LUTON TOWN. .
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