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| be borne in mind that they were

Jhomugh the lead in 10 minutes
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to have a penalty when

' VITAL HOME POINTS STILL

| SLIP FROM TOWN

| Midfield Build-Up Is
Still Not Good Enough

By CHILTERN
LUTON TOWN 1, PETERBOROUGH UNITED 1

JDJSAPPOINTING progress of the Town at hom; con-

tinued in this match on Saturday when they failed to
beat a moderate-looking Peterborough outfit whose defence,
which has been so porous this season, was given extra con-
"| fidence by the way in which former Aston Villa goalkeeper
Nigel Sims made the penalty area his own.

Their one valid excuse was that they had what seemed
to be a perfectly good goal by O’Rourke (li\‘allnw?d about
20 minutes from the end, but a division of the spoils was a
fairly cquable result of a scrappy struggle.

With the scores level, O'Rourke j more handled a centre by
went up (o tunmu squarely with | Whittaker. Other than that, their
finishing did not lot
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a high lob into the goalmouth promise a
:nd l:lcergd the ball L‘gu‘l]y well | of goals and O’Rourke lacked
wide of Sims. the support that could have
His natural jubilation was Lul[lurncd him into a match-winner.
short when the referee J\VJF(ICLI\ Basically, what prevented the
Peterborough a free-kick with a|Town from winning was the
gesture  that  suggested xhu‘m:&dcquaay of their build up in

midfield and the inaccuracy ol
their pux\mg,

Vhile the  hard grounds
continue the quality of the fool-
ball will not reach a high level,
but there is no excuse for the
stream of misplaced passes that
was produced.

One of the big offendexs was
Reid, who is wusualiy more

O'Rourke had used his hand in
the process.

So he had, according to the
| referee, who said afterwards that
the centre-forward had levered
himself up via Walker’s shoulder,
but this was an opinion with
which neither O'Rourke nor Town
officials were disposed to agree.

Early in the second half,

most in_ this
respeot, but had very much
of an off day and McKechnie
had little 1o show at the end for
a preal deal of chasing about.
One thing thay is causing some
concern at  Kenilwordh-road at
the moment is the lack of
sufficient knk beiween jnsidesfor-
wards and wing-halves and this
can be pin-pointed as much of
the reason for the presen; un-
successful  spell through which
the team is going.
Pacey is in nothing like the
form of his halcyon days and,
from whag we  have seen of
Knights, his forie s uncom-
prom.s.ng- «defence 'rather than
cons.ructive dbility,
There was ajways
danger on the Town
especially  from = Pleat, ' though
it . With rather ¢ less: of
the bail than he receives: usually,
was- pretly much in the grip of

immaculate than

polential
wings,

Singleq

Generadly spéaking, the “Town
defence was sound cnough with
Fincham keeping a firm ‘grpon
the  dangerous  Dougan  and
McBain and Bramweil,  both

strong in the Hch uxuu(ly 100
much for the wvisiting . w.ngers.

Baynham did not have the
opportunities (o shine thar were
afforded Sums, but he d.d  well
enough except thar "his Kieking
was (00 often the means of
ng Peterborough. on 0  the

auac
LUTON TOWN—Baynham;

McBain, Bramwell; Pacey,

Fincham, Knighis: Pleai, Mc-

Kechnie. O'Rourke, Red,

Whiuaker.

PETERBOROUGH UNITED

“Luton’ were mes 3
me,

:mglc h‘o‘ Nige| 5:‘,::‘ !"!'hl

oroug goalkeepe, ' 'Hler.
from Aston Vﬂ]m Luton 0Pty
Sims only twice—y;i .n.\ begy
placed shot from John 6" ““’
ul;‘d : header by the Samy pl ‘

ich was dj ""
referee. lSﬂ”Dwed by I
" “Neither te
motion fnntbullum Podu:ed Mo,

would have won if T Eh:lh m"!hl
had taken advuntuge M ’°ll|d=n
simple chances to ndd to Inx Wth

minute goal,”
World.” L the |
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“Luton argue that

this game 20 minutes I::f;v
end when John OfRourke et |
in the ball. He yog far
offside, but the qoal
allowed, triggering

booing from the crowd.

“Referee Rex Spittle 9oye me

—Sims; Singieion, Birks; Crowe,

Waiker, Rankmore; Barnes, :ihf full story; 'John vy |

Mouiden, Dougan, Deakin, definitely on-side and it was g

Crawford. great header. But he ‘climbeg ,,p
Referee: R. V. Spittles, Great to get it by putting his hand o

Yarmouth,  Atiendance: 9.339. a defender's shoulder. | 2k

O’ROURKE showing more of his
zip of last season than in any
match since his ankle injury, had
secured an opportunistic
equaliser when he took advantage
of hesitation in defence (o
men on to a through pass by
and steer the ball-low into
lh:: corner of the net.

Certainly, the Town had cause
to be aggrieved over the dis-
allowing of a goal, but it has to

fortunate not to have lost all
mlcns( in this match by half-
U

M()Ul DEN, who gave Peter-

close range, he
direction of a
Deakin shot, should have been
the visitors’ match-winner.,

Twice, from a range at which
it was difficult Lo miss, he sent
the ball wide with the Town
defence spreadeagled and Bayn-
ham unable 1o do much about the
situation,

They  were
certainly ~ should  have  been
accepted and, in fact, with a
more limited share of the play.
Peterborough created for thems-
selves the better opportunities.
PENALTY CLAIM
TURNED DOWN

Best Town efforts came from
Pleat, but they were unlucky not
ank-

from
changed the

chances  that

{
don’t know who the delenl:“‘
" — "The People.” d i

was.




