Baynham Again Gives
Valiant Display

LUTON TOWN 1, GILLINGHAM 0
WITH disappointing efliciency, the weather killed any prospect

By CHILTERN

b+/v5*
(pre

that there might have been of the Town drawing a bigger-than-

<average gate for their home Cu
In fact, 1 can seldo

thinly populated for a first-team
ground were not too badly

Gillingham h

When the teams came out.
rain was peiting down. the
pitch was rapidly approach-
Ing a waterlogged condition.
and altogether it was a most

.

TEAMS

LUTON TOWN: Bavn-
ham; McBain, Jardine;
Pacey, Caleb, Reid; Pleat,

R.i ddick, McKechnie,
Rioch, Whittaker.

GILLINGHAM: Simp-
Son; Hudson, Hunt;
Arnott, Burgess, Farrall;
Newman, Gibbs, Green,

Rackstraw, Meredith.
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uncomfortable scene. The
Hoodlights came on before
the start, though they were
not due to have been

switched on until the second
half.

There had been a considerable
reshuffle of the Town team which
afiected six positions and brought
in  Pacey, McKechnie and
Whittaker compared with last
week's side.

Reid, who  retained the
captaincy, was at left-half for the
hirst time, and Pacey joined
Baynham as the only remaining

member of the 1959 cup final
eam,

It was not until just before
kick off time that Gilhngham
decided on their final hne-up and
then it was learnt that Gibbs,
their leading scorer, had re-

covered sufliciently from a knee
itnjury to play at mside-right, and
had Newman as his partner
mstead of Godfrev, whom 1t was
expected would play on the right

wing.
TOWN MAKE
LIVELY START

There was a bvely start in
which the Town moved with more
ability than was the case last
week. Conditions were far from
easy, with the ball skidding ofl
the treacherous surface.

Rioch shot well over from 25
yards following a centre from
Reid. but it was refreshing to sce
someone willing to have a crack
at goal.

There was very nearly a goal
when Whittaker came right into
the middle to collect a pass by
Riddick, but with a proportion of
the crowd, including myself,
thinking the ball was in the nef,
Simpson made a dive to his left,
just grabbed it and got up
plastered from head to foot In
mud. |

Already. there was some needle
in the play. and Jardine was puiied
up for obsirucion on Newman.

but the free kick broughi nothing.

BRILLIANT WORK

BY RIOCH |
Brilliant footwork by Rioch,

field,

the youngest player on the
attack

the

put the Town on :
again, but unfortunately  the
movement was 0o close, giving
Gillingham time (o cover up
before Rioch got through.
Nearest approach to a ool
came at the Town end 1n @ sharp

break away. The ball was pushed
through to Green, and Baynham
came out of the poal 10O llquw
himself at the feet of the centre-

forward, who shot only inches
wide. il s
McBain was injured n  a

but was quickly all
after treatment from
lie Watkins. |
after beating
Burgess cleverly, was pulled down
from behind but it brought no
more than a gentle finger wagging
from the referee. * |
Then., McBain was 1n the wars
again, this (me with a cut head
after a collision with Farrell and
the trainer's bench for

ccrummage

right agamn

trainer Char
McKechnie,

went 10
~nliOn.
a“itcﬁ with ten men, the Town

orces, and

o regroup their torces,
:f:.(:'t put under pressure. A corncl
was cleared brilliantly by Pacey,
' right-back, and then he

b ick f foul
Jed a free kick for a
gﬁnﬁcmdith, but Baynham came

10 the rescuc with a splendid

calch.
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Inside-right Gordon Raddick
deservedly put Town in the lead
after 25 minutes with a well-
taken goal following a corner

Kick. '
the Town N

Certainly. were

' more hively vein, and. even though

handicapped. launched an a:itack

which brought a comner on the
right through Pleat. This was

punched away somewhat sketchily

Immedhately afterwards. Mec-
Bain returned and took up his
- own position at nght-back.
GILLINGHAM PACK
THEIR DEFENCE

Whenever any measure ol
Town pressure threatened.

Gillingham packed their defence.
inside-forwards and wingers
coming back as reinforcements,

McKechnie made a determined |

cflort to break through bcforé
being stopped by weight of
numbers. This game was being
punctuated by free kicks.
McKechnie was getting some
rough usage. He beat Burgess but
appeared then to be fouled.

In the next minute. much to
the anger of the crowd. Gilling-
ham were given a free-kick from
which Baynham saved a header
Newman. Free kicks were
coming thick and fast.

The Town were finding 1t difh-
cult to make progress against
these defensive measures in depth

Riddick made a great attempt
to put the Town into the lead
with a drive from 25 yards after
a solo run which Simpson reached
at the last spht second and put
over the bar.

The corner deservedly brought
goal to the Town through
inside-right
moved quickly as the ball fell
loose in the penalty area, and in
the face of a strong tackle
rammed it into the back of the
net, putting_the Town in the lead
after 25 minutes.

BAYNHAM TO
TOWN’S RESCUE

a

There was certainly plenty of |

life and ipcident, and 1 took a
magnificent save by Baynham 10
keep the Town in front when
Powell got in a pile-dnver from
the edge of the penally area.

Again, Baynham saved the
situation when Gibbs broke night
through, clear of all opposition.
The clearance was completed b
Caleb, who pushed the ball bac
to the gpoalkeeper as 1t broke
loose for a moment.

Gillingham were hitting  back
with all the force 1n thenr
possession, and Baynham was
hurt after pushing over the bar
an awkward centre from New-
man.

He was soon all right, but was |

fouled In preparing 10 cul oul a
corner kick.

Next casualty was Pleat, hurt 1n
a tackle by Hunt.

foul on McKechnie.
This
team hit back. bul
disallowed when Green beat
Baynham 1o a cross by Newman.,
only to be given offside.
This game was beginning to be

strewn with injuries, mostly to the !

Town, and McBain went off for
the second time for treatment.

HARD CUT
AND THRUST

However, he was back again in |

time for a corner kick to Gilling-
ham. When the ball came over,
Baynham, who was showing

Pleat was able |
to-resume, and then Burgess was |
spoken 1o by the referee after a

fast-moving Gillingham |
had a goal |

p-tie with Gillingham this afternoon.
m recall seeing Kenilworth-road terrace so
game. The covered parts of the

patronised, and it was obvious that
ad brought a considerable following.

 brilliant  anticipation, plucked it

out of the air with supreme confi-
dence.

After this there was another
free kick to ‘tljc T_own_ which
opened a promising situation, but

I Riddick was unable to contro! the

greasy ball. Rioch got into the
act by pulling down Newman to
add to the mounting tally of free
kKicks, and from this particular
one Gibbs headed inches too
high.

It was hard cut-and-thrust stufl
all the way with nothing much in
it, and defences largely holding
sway.

Gillingham were making great
efforts for an equaliser but were
being contained by the Town de-

fence playing with determined
resolution.
In what amounted to injury

time there was a heavy Gilling-
ham

assault 1n  which Farrell.
from just outside the penalty
area, shot just too high. Half-
ume:
LUTON "BOWDE. - ke, |
OGILLINGHAM, ' .ot 0

McBain, I learned, has a cut
over the eye which did not need
stitching.

Play continued at the same
quick tempo, with Gillingham
having slightly the better of
matters, and the Town defence
kept at full stretch for some
minutes. However, they gained
relief as McKechnie left Burgess
slithering in the mud for
attempting to do too much and
being dispossessed.

Clever work by Meredith put
the Town goal in jeopardy, but
Baynham was well positioned for
his low shot, which he clutched
safely. |

Coming right through for a
throw in, Hunt shot high over
from 30 yards.

Then Pacey headed out a
dangerous-looking centre from
Meredith. Gillingham  were
gradually getting on top, and
Baynham made a flying save
from Hunt, in Yvain,” as it
happened, as the whistle had
gone for offside against Green.

VALIANT BAYNHAM
AGAIN SAVES TOWN

There was a terrific mix-up in
the Town

goal following a
centre. It was the valiant Bayn-
ham diving into a ruck of

players who cleared the ball.
This was followed by a quick
sortie from the Town in which
Whittaker was obstructed. The
free kick struck a ruck of
defenders and was
cleared. :
For a minute or two Gilling-
ham were back at  action
stations, thanks to some good
work by Riddick, but quick
funnelling back into -defensive

promptly

I

|

]

‘amount of trouble at this stage,

|

L the

positions
trouple. |
There was a helping
fro
ot
s
chief to clear the trouble.
F
partcularly tough - match.
was lleft flat in the
tackle by Burgess.

~mud after a

N

Céﬂainly. this was a vastly

diffcrent Town
toda
and

with more fighting spirit
]?kmg much better use of

Whittaker gained a corner
which he did not place well, and
fromt it, Gillingham  started
another  attack. which  was
thwarled by Reid.

BRILLIANT RUN
BY PLEAT

Pleat who had been having a
quict game, sparked into life with
a bnlhant  run, Jlaying on a
charice for MceKechnie, but the
centre-forward was too slow. All

¥

he got was a corner, which was |

unproductive.

GHlingham should have had an
equiliser when Pacey made only
a half-clearance, but Rackstraw,
fronl only ten yards out, shot
much too wide.

In|the next minute, the Town
escafled again when Farrell shot
well '+ wide  of Baynham, but
McBdain was on the goal-line (o

stop | the ball, which was
cventyally scrambled away.

Theke was no let up in the
pace Qver this muddy battle, but
Gillmgham were now trying all
they kipew in order to snatch an
cqualiser, |

They gained a corner, and
there were nine of their players
around;y the Town penalty area.

This s followed by a quick
brcak Ry Riddick, who gained a
corner kKick to give relief to the
hard-préssed Town defence.
TOWN HAVING A
LOT OF LUCK

Once jagain Baynham was in
large nieasure Town's saviour.

He madd a near-miraculous save,
lhrowmg’%nmsclf to the right from

-

a shot from Newman.

Certai Jg;. - the Town were
having their full share of luck.
and whent Meredith whipped the
ball low across the face of the
goal, Gibbs stuck out a foot.
Back it ci ne into play to be put
briskly up\ the field by Jardine.

McKechme then made a brave
attempt toget the goal the Town
so badly needed. He set off on
a solo run but took the ball just

too far., and was foiled by
Simpson, who was injured in his
effort. S ARt

The Towh were in a certain

and were not hetped with a free-
kick for a foul by Jardine. W
Baynham again came to the
rescue to save from Meredith,
who weaved through cleverly.
At this stage, the Town’s slen-
der lead was hanging by a
thread. '
Baynham was again 1in
action saving from Green,

‘who was so thickly plastered

with mud that the number on
his back was completely 1n-
discernible. £

Simpson was in action piﬂl-

ing down a centre from Whit- |

taker, with McKechnie ::1'_131-
lenging, but the more consist-
ent pressure was coming from
Gillingham, who were being

kept out only by some strin- |

gent measures by the Town
defence.

BAYNHAM CONSTANTLY
IN ACTION

Again, Baynham went full-
length to keep out a drive,

got Gillingham out of

| | hand
| éh__;e_ referee when Riddick

the ground with mud in |
e. He got out a handker-

Méchhn.ic, this was a |
He

we  Were secina,

|
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this time from Farrall, who
was often a sixth forward and

|

their way

1

i

-

L'I

l

|

who was playing an inereasing shoot wide from

part in this match.

‘Baynham was constantly in

action now, and again he went
full-stretch to save from New-
man. .‘,.. o L T Fo g Ty +

Hands against McBain, a|
decision with which the crowd

disagreed, kept Gillingham on

§ "

the attack.

Another "aﬁ‘ee- ~kick*:' came
when Pleat was |

penalised for a foul GnMeté;. fas
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a spell in the Reserves came
wing-half Dave Pacey this
~afternoon. The experienced

Pacey, who replaced Mark

Lownds, was captain at the
start of the season.

dith. Again Baynham was
there: to leap high above a
crowd of players to pull the
ball out of the air. B

RIDDICK CAUGHT

OERESIDE " Oty
‘Then, in a quick break by
the Town, Riddick was caught
just offside after he had been
left with a clear run from
a pass from McKechnie.
Now we had that unutter-
able nuisance of toilet rolls
being thrown into the Town
goalmouth, and the referee
took the opportunity to re-
move some of it while Bayn-
ham prepared to take a free
kick. ‘ '
- Again
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McKechnie = was

shaken up in a tackle by Bur- |

gess out on the right wing.
There was then some trouble
behind the bench on which
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- The Town were more in il
‘now, but Pleat was pulled down
just outside the ksw nalty area. The
winger’s free kick went acros
the goal with no-one near
endugh 'to meet:it. * = AREET
"The Town had now pulled back.

‘Whittaker from the f
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/into defence, which was obvious
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the Gillingham trainer was sit
ting, and a couple of :police-

.!
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men and a stew:
across to deal with
tion. IFELARD S
As a change from Gillingham
ressure, there was a sudden
reak by Rioch, nearly the length
of the field, but he was cut off
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by Simpson. Then Pleat had thg

A




