HARRIS HAT-TRICK HAD e

TOWN IN

Their Gallant IFight
Was Not Enough

By CHILTERN

LUTON TOWN 2, WA_TFORD 4 i d 3

FTER the appalling start of being two goals own in ;
14 minutes (712 Town, with a great show of determina- wel{f kdn:es when
S E Zenilw . o A

tion, got themselves off the hook at Kenilworth-road on bu‘: rd two up in

Saturday.
By four minutes from ha

second comeback. i

Their troubles began in the'
third minute when HARRIS, |

but with seconds remaining, Watford went ahead agaip and the interval,
there was never really the prospect of them making a
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Luton 2, Watford
“Luton seemed o |

they recovere;
drawn level
and  Whitt
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th dhm
b rough  Ridd
If-time they had drawn level, aker shortly ll::?{:
; /' before
" But before they had ha'q‘;‘
time to appreciate their POsi=
tion they were again in arl'zufé
when Harris completed:hig hat-

unnecessary foul ‘and, from
the free-kick, which crossed
the goal inside the six yards

i line, HARRIS was on hand
te | line,
;AvhoﬁI‘:vs?-shglel's(l‘}‘lfx‘:-!‘gci?mlﬁfoi | again to do the necessary.

5 S o Early in the second. half,
adyantage of 2UERs b Mc Jardine received a kick in the continually pushed Mt
face which necessitated him a thy szll igl bn]};
going off for a few minutes HW“. € middle and Glo’al:,‘
and Watford, confident again, ! “;;’:5 sfqopp]ecsi up two chances
increased their lead after 54 ";‘ e minutes o puf
minutes when McANEAR- them right on top in this focal|
NEY scored from closer in 9€roYy-
after Baynham had failed to h IL“"°"‘ wBere 5'}‘1"” ‘?} learn|
cut out a centre by Saunders. fne lesson. But when they did

Badly, at that stage, the Gordon Riddick and Ray Whit-
Tawnt aeededl anoites goal taker levelled matters, Luon's|
and it nearly came when a 19Y- Was not' long-lived, hoy-|
shot by Pacey scraped the ©ver, for Harris completed his
top of the bar and again from hat=trick just on the inerval,
two corners by Pleat which Jim McAnecrngy got”the”fourlh‘
Whittaker might have con- 1 the 57th minute."—Neus|
verted had he not been badly
handicapped by a recurrence
of groin muscle trouble.

Then, Goy made a tremen-
dous, diving save from a long

Anearney with the Town
defence standing still, and
glided the ball in from close
range.

Watford looked dangerous,
and Baynham made a great
one-fisted save from Saunders,
who, however, was the archi-
tect of the second goal after
14 minutes when he foxed
the Town defenders by allow-
| ing a cross by Owen to run on
and HARRIS was there to
snap up another chance.

In the face of some heavy
tackling on the hard surface,
the Town fought back and
Whittaker was unlucky when
he cracked the ball into the
corner of the net seconds after

trick seconds before half-fime
—" Sunday Telegraph,” &

"' Watford adopted the right
tactics for a hard ground, They

| the referee had awarded the

Town a free-kick for a foul |

on McKechnie.

With the ball lively and
| bouncing at awkward heights
and angles, there were per-

| haps more fouls than would |

| have been the case in different

going, but there was certainly
la tough approach by Watford
which caused a series of free-
kicks to be awarded against
them.

However, the Town per-
| severed and with 28 minutes
| gone, RIDDICK scored a
glorious goal with a hard-hit
drive following a through pass
| by Pacey.

At that stage, the Town
| were having more of the play
and pressing Watford back on
| the defensive so that it was
no real surprise when they
drew level four minutes from
| half-time when the referee
| ruled that a shot by WHIT-
TAKER had crossed the line
before Chung was able to
clear.

What presaged this success
was some clever work by
Riddick and Pleat, but the
Town enjoyed the feeling of
having gained a reprieve for
only three minutes because,
with a minute before the
interval, Pleat committed an

shot by Fincham but, in the
main, Watford were content
to funnel back into deep
defensive positions and hold
on to their considerable
advantage.

Not that the Town had the
best of luck in their efforts
‘beczmse just before the end,
Riddick suffered a similar ex-
perience to that of Pacey and
saw his drive go over off the
| woodwork.

WEAKNESSES
| Despite the fact that for-
|tune did not run their way,

| the Town gave a disappoint-
ing showing and there were
too many weaknesses.

With Fincham slow on the
turn, there was too often a
gap down the middle and
McBain never seemed to be
able to keep tabs on Harris
| who was allowed to wander
almost at will and did so
with deadly effect.

Jardine was more successful
against Owen, but the most
Impressive member of the
defence was Reid who had his
best game since his conver-
sion from inside-left.

Compared with his Bristol
display, there was improve-
ment from Pacey, though he
did not show the authority he
¢an, while Baynham, not
seeming to relish the condi-
| tions did not compare fayour-
| ably with Goy, who took full
|command of his penalty area.
| His dominance and that
which Chung achieved over
the hard-working McKechnie,
were major factors in the Wat-
ford success and, generally
speaking, ~their tactics were
| better suited to the difficult
| conditions.
| Whittaker's effectiveness was
|eut down by his injury, and
Furphy, with a wealth of
experience behind him, had
a firm grip on Pleat, who
again tended to do too much.

Best of the forwards, un-
| doubtedly, was Riddick, des-
pite a partial fade-out in the
second half, and although
Rioch did a few bright things,
It is becoming obvious that
he has been rushed into
League football prematurely,

LUTON TOWN: Baynham;
McBain, Jardine; Pacey, Fin.
cham, Reid; Pleat, Riddick,
McKechnie, Rioch, Whittaker.
| - WATFORD: Go + Burgess,
| Furphy; Welbourne, Chung,
Houghton; Owen, McAnear-
ney, Saunders, Anderson,
| Harris,

Referee; A,
Bromley. Atten
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" First blood went to Wats
ford in this local clash, and:
deservedly so. And it will be|
surprising if Luton suryive the
return tomorrow, for Watford
always had the edge. |
moment  they!

" From the
snatched a two-goal lead|
through  left-winger  George|

Harris inside 15 minutes, Wa={
ford looked the masters. Harn!}
got his hat-trick before half=}
time."— The People.”

" The ability of left-winger!
George Harris to spot an open=y
ing helped Watford to humblls,
Luton 'in a robust “derby
game. Most of the excitemént
came in the first half.
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