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SOUTHEND UNITED 5, LUTON TOW

HAT in the course of three days a team could lose
so much of its touch and confidence as the Town
did at Roots Hall on-Saturday was almost unbelievable.
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Yet, beforehand, this match
was I;Qd edlns more likely
to eld points than any
nnwiyous one away this season
because Southend had been in
a bad patch while the Town
were on the crest of a wave
which, it was hoped, would
last until the end of the

season.

‘What happened was a sad
blow to all connected with the
Luton club and. came as a
nasty shock to those most
intimately associated with it.

Not for a single minute
could the team be said to be
in command of the situation
and they seemed to have no
answer to the conditions pre-
sented by a greasy pitch on
which water was standing
liberally before the start. -
Southend began as if the
conditions were made . to
measure for them and they
could have scored twice

fortunate fashion nine minutes
after the start. .
With the Town back in deep
‘defensive positions, from
!which they seldom broke out
throughout the match, Smillie
made a harmless enough look-
/ing centre. that Reid tried to
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before they took the lead in McKIN

| fourth goal after 74
| & source of danger

rilliant display by Tinsley,

whose agility and general competence alone preven!
the home team from approaching double figures.
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That, of course, did not help
matters, but before there was
any question of, staging a
recovery, the Town were two
down when McKINVEN
headed the ball in four minutes
later after Tinsley had made a
fine save from Gilfillan.

Only for a short period
close to ' half-time, did the
Town promise much in’
and there was no improvement,
after the interval when South-
end continued to crowd on the
pressure, and it was mainly
Tinsley who prevented them
adding to their lead. g
- Somehow or ‘another, the
Town held out until 19
minutes from the end when

cKINVEN sparked off *a
scoring spree with a . great
drive into the top-corner of
the 1_15.‘"‘ SR o “t

Hereabouts, Barton who had.
bruised his leg in a tackle just
before  half-time, changed
places ‘with Pleat, but this
:ﬁg{d’ not be advanced as an
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