TOWN ATTACK FAILED |
DISMAL FASHION g

By CHILTERN
WREXHAM 2, LUTON TOWN 0

AFTER the promise held out by the display on

Saturday, it came as a sharp disappointment that
the Town should surrender the points at Wrexham on
Monday in the way they did.

In the event, two defensive mistakes sank them,
|but this defeat could not be pinned on the defence
“bccuuse this was. mainly a forward failure and the
| rearguard did as good a job, those two errors apart,
|as was possible in the circumstances,
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After the first minute when | Gibson was booked for retalia-
O'Rourke made a spectacular, | tion on Harding, against whom
diving header following crisp|a free kick was given, as hav-
work by Fry and McKechnie, |ing committed the first
the Town never seemed a|offence, and such was the
goal-scoring combination. fervent way in which some

A goal could have come |home players went into the
from that move because Fleettackle at times, I should have
had difficulty in holding on to | thought that the referee might
| the ball and regained posses-|have made use of his note-
|sion only at the last split|book in their direction,
second before Whillakel" Rarely did the Town look
arrived on the scene, | like potential scorers because

Following that, it was|they could not exert persistent
| mainly a case of the Town pressure and when they did,
defence battling away and the | O'Rourke headed tamely into
forwards largely ineffective in | Fleet's hands.
| the face of some strong tack-| The second goal which came
|ling and intelligent, but over-| 14 minutes from the end was

Luton

George Martin named
again line-up for tomorrow's.
game at Wrexham affer his
side’s useful Division IV start,

""Happy manager
a same-.

Top-form  Luton  goalkeeper
Colin Tinsley made two fine
saves when the game was still
in the balance.

""With four newcomers on:
show, Luton took time fo get
into their stride, Centre-half
Matt Woods, back in English
football after two years In
Australia, did enough to sug-
gest Luton can build a strong
defence around him. In atfack
left-winger  Ray  Whittaker,

| much use of offside tactics. a tragedy for Tinsley, who m:ublen; bym'"lu{‘}ls Iusl:e::‘_v
| When Wrexham took the|was easily the Town's out- f%urgz Mirror.
|lead in the 13th minute, there |standing player. UAcaY 3

| was an object lesson to the| A long, high ball went down
Town on the danger in this|the middle and the goalkeeper
grade of football of being too|came well out of his goal to
| dainty in the region of their|catch it. Whether he was

“|f this is a somple of
Fourth Division football then
the Luton fans may be in

own penalty area. |affected by the floodlights or
First Woods tried to make |hether he jarred himself and
a lobbed clearance which was | |ost balance as he came down,
intercepted, and then Moore | was not clear, but he dropped
tried to dribble the ball out.|the ball and McMILLAN was
was dispossessed, and it was|on hand to score.
put over the head of the That finally settled the fate
centre-half to MCMILLAN who | of the Town who, however, did
easily beat Tinsley from close make a late show during which
range. | O'Rourke missed a possible
COULD NOT MAKE | chance through slowness and
USE OF THE SPACE | then had a header kicked off
Then King l\:ulla goal fl}is- the l‘l)r:vcm‘?r".{o::]“;:_g‘ s o
“'H”“ﬁd joc ,f'”\",i!?m!’ 2101 Goubt that justice was served
T!Tulhi‘ \r«]{l:]";]‘” Ld”ﬁ:‘::t‘ and that Wrexham would have
iw:\\cv-nLvhc teams was lha‘i‘h“d L EeN e IO ICHCOnYINCINg
Wrexham were coming in m‘%\-.m bl,” for:the brilliance of
o E insley.
meet the ball and were using
the long pass to advantage [ HARASSING MATCH
whereas the Town were keep- | FOR THE DEFENCE
ing the ball much too close. (
| Not until the 41st minute
did the Town secure their first
corner and, shortly afterwards,
McKechnie had his name
taken, unnecessarily I thought,
for a ‘tackle from behind
which, however, was a carbon

This was a harassing match
for the defence which, in the
main came through most
creditably, with Thomson,
| with a hard early tackle set-
| ting the tempo for him, look-
ing most assured and Jardine

; s he had made | ¥aS competent, too,
UI"P‘“C' of one he had made| "qy 0 were signs that Woods
earlier. X is beginning to settle down to
This Racecourse pitch is as |, “(FIMNE to se figure the
5 ; Sl hole s
big as any in the whole|pg, "0 expecting him to be
League, buf the Town could | nq e RS tremendously
not make use of the n_ncr} hard-working display from
space presented to them and |y oo who, however, must
there was, particularly in the guard against his tendency to
second half, an ominous gap | "R i
between Jhadltsbacks Ve oL AR o T et R e
wards which spoke volumes| ¢yl 0™ 2 enough and
for the absencenof dnielfective iyl vy MT H e v RV
link-up. 3 h | McMillan too much scope.
TINSLEY'S O STAKE | Forward, it was difficult to
COST A GOAL |hand out bouquets, though
Wrexham contiiuad' to bel )\Vhlllakv:r.qu‘ah(xlcd for one f(')l
the more dangerous after the |his industry and general

interval and things could have | Willingness to have a go, but
2one badly for the Town but |thére was a weakness on the
for some brilliant saves by|Gther wing where ‘Fry had a
ey, particularly from King L
| S hayagbarialasiyi (rom 1A% | il S e IR
During persistent pressure, |Seéemed to lose touch and his
rt i ta —— |use of the ball became most
Inaccurate, while McKechnie,
despite a lot of running about,
‘had an unproductive game.,
O'Rourke was not in the
‘mrt of form that is going to
induce any club to make a big
bid for him and, even allowing
for the lack of material that
| came his way, he badly needs
to sharpen up his game,

WREXHAM. ~— Fleet;
Holland, Lucas; Powell,
Mielczarek, Jones; Webber,
Harding, King, McMillan,
Campbell.

LUTON TOWN. — Tinsley;
| Thomson,  Jardine:; Gibson,
| Woods, Moore; Fry, McKech-

nie, O'Rourke, Reid, Whit-
| taker.

Referee. — K Burns,

SORRELE
| Dudley. Attendance,— 5,273,
|

a better season than many
them expected. Manng:é‘
George Martin was delight
with the tonic victory and ot
once nomed an unchang
team for Monday's visit 10
Wrexham. :
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