£ -
ext Riddick came into the
ith a dazzling dribble

the Hartlepools

pass was wasted
ho ptfxt the ball
o

NOT TO 1EAD
Certainly the Town were
clearly superior in these open-
ing minutes, and were unlucky
not to go ahead when Read
came in to meet a pass by
Whittaker, but he headed
inches wide of the post with
Green beate

s
at two opponents and
was stopped only at the
expense of a corner, put the
Town on the attack again,
and Hartlepools were lucky
when Read met a cross with
his head and Grant smothered
the ball on the goal-line.

The Town were more
dangerous, moving the ball
about spiritedly. ~ O’Rourke
from near the penalty spot
lashed first time at a return
pass from Whittaker but
blazed the ball yards over.

W the ball sticking and
the pitch cutting up, cc .-
( 5ns were not conducive to
accuracy.

A foul by Ashworth on
Rioch brought the Town a
free kick on the very edge of
th penalty area, and after
Whittaker blazed low into the
ruck of players, Jardine,
following up, sent it wide.
FRENCH BROUGHT
INTO GAME

There were ironical cheers
when French was at last
brought into the game, to
begin a corkscrew run, ending
with him being brought down.
From the free kick the Town

inside-right had been penal-

other free kick.
H:

| the centre-forward.

from a sharp angle, but one
from which 1 have seen him
score previously. This time,
however, he got the ball on
‘the outside of his boot and
sliced it wide.

The crowd disagreed when
a foul was given against

- | Rioch, and O’Rourke showed

his disgust by throwing the
ball hard on to the ground,
which earned him some finger-
wagging from the official.

Then, when Read broke
away, O’Rourke was pulled

down when he was nowhere
near the ball, but the offence]

ued to be freely
punctuated by the award of
free kicks, which were spoil-
ing whatever chance this
match had of fluent football.

Certainly, what chances
there were, were falling to the
Town, and Read was out of
luck again with a diagonal
header that just missed the far
post from Whittaker’s centre.
The Town could well have
been making more use of their
wingers, because French had
been practically starved this
half.

ONLY TWO

FORWARDS UPFIELD
Hartlepools continued to

pack the defence so that at

times they had only two

forwards upfield, and as a

result the Town were finding
it difficult to create openings
from which they could get a
clear shot at goal.

The referee continued to
play almost a solo act on his
whistle, unnecessarily at times,
and the game was scrappy in
the extreme.

As half-time neared (he

Town had a corner on the left

ised for offside following an- |
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- There might have been a
the Town in a sharp

W after Hartlepools

had twice been pul ed up for

took a change for the better
after 49  minutes when
O'ROURKE put them ahead
with a brilliant individual
effort.

He picked up a loose ball,
quite 35 yards from goal, took
it in his stride, beat one op-
ponent and then, possibly with
the defence expecting him to
pass, went determinedly on for
goal and drove the ball low
into the far corner of the net
to give the Town a deserved
if belated lead.

That at last broke the
stalemate that had developed
because of the spoiling tactics
of Hartlepools, and one hoped

|to show a lot more life in

John O'Rourke put Town
ahead with a brilliant goal,
then increased the lead
seven minutes later, heading
neatly past Green.

drove from 20 yards. It was
deflected by  Storton's foot,
otherwise it could well have
been in the back of the net.

The Town were now really
threatening to take apart the

a gap ‘had 2
4 lddle by the Town® de-

Hart]epools suddenly began

attack, and the Town’s posi-
tion, if not desperate, began to
look at least slightly perilous.

Town were out of luck when

la shot by Rioch flashed into

the net marginally after the re-
feree had blown for a free
kick in his favour.

Read had a chance right in




