‘own changed into thelr
red shirts, blac) shorts, ‘and
white stockings.
Tbere was a

Green, Grant, Drydale; Ash-
worth, Gill, Sto\rton. Wright,
Thompson, Phythian, Fogarty,
Bradley. Substitute, McPheat. |

LUTON TOWN: Tinsley;
Riddick,  Jardine; Reid,
Woods, Moore Pleat,
McKechme,_AO’Rolu‘ke, Rxoch
Whittaker. Si L

 Referee: Mr.
of Blackburn
~ Tow

early stages, with Pleat ﬁndmg
O'Rourke wide on the Jeft
wing, but the centre-forward
was crowded out.

It had been a pretty dull
start. Town had looked the
‘more asserﬁve, but  without
really getting to grips with the
Hartlepools defence. In fact,
the first positive action came
from a long shot by Ashworth
“with which Tinsley coped
adequately. S

Tinsley had another uncom-
fortable task in cutting out a
lofted centre by Storton in
the face cf a strong challenge,
but he did so bravely, and
then came a free kick to the
Town for a foul by Ashworth
on Rioch,

This was well placed by
‘Woods and headed on by
-Rioch, but McKechnie found
himself blotted out.

Another free kick to the
Town, for a foul by Grant on
McKechnie, enabled them to

make progress again, but
Pleat, left-footed, shot high
over.

FOLLOWING THE
DOUR PATTERN

This match was following
the dour pattern of the one

. | Meanwhile Mr. Martin was on

| from the trainer’s bench, along
finally |

at Luton three weeks ago with

some tough tackling going on.

There was a stoppage when|
Ri  ger-wagging from the ref

as fouled by Grant
and ManagEr

Rioch resumed with a heavy
limp and went to outside left,

How the goals
came

PHYTHIAN for Hartle-

pools after 14 minutes.

WRIGHT for Hartlepools
after 59 minutes.

the opposnte side of«hhe ﬁeld

with Watkins, who
helped  Rioch off  which
all for the appear
suBstltute Read.
with _the

onside
good eﬂ‘ect, which sugge q
that this strong-arm stuff
not necessary.

Storton received some |

for a foul on Read, who was
now operating in his usual po-
sition of inside-right, with Mc-
Kechnie in the other inside
position. ~ Then Reid and
Fogarty had a mild »rush
which brought further inter-
vention from the feree,
whom it looked would be
forced to take stronger mea-
sures before long.

First really clear-cut chance
for the Town came after 26
minutes, when Pleat made a
first-time lob, from which thz
ball bobbed about in front of
goal. Finally, Whittaker shot

/| straight at Green, who must

have been pleased.

ANOTHER THREAT
BY HARTLEPOOLS

For some minutes, the Town
had enjoyed the better of the
play without lookmg really
menacing, and it was a sharp
attack by Hartlepools
ought the next threat.

to

Town down
because Read had not had
time to remove his tracksuit,

ten men,

Hartlepools broke away to
take the lead through
PHYTHIAN after 14 minutes.

It followed a long free-kick
by Bradley, which Tinsley
failed to hold, again in the
face of competition, and
Phythian put in the ball from
close in.

Sure enough, Read came on
as  substitute immediately
after this and was immediately
in the picture with a left-
footed shot which went too
high from a badly-placed
corner by Whittaker.

TINSLEY CLAWS THE
BALL AWAY

Hartlepools were dangerous
again through Bradley, who
finally hammered in a shot
that Tinsley clawed out at
the near post.

After 'this, more pattern
began to appear in Town’s
play, though obviously they
were worried by the spoiling
tactics of the home team. At
the same time, they were not
making a real impression on

a tough defence.

Left-back Freddie Jardine,
the second Town player to
be sent off in this match.

Thompson picking up a headed
clearance by Woods and
smacking the ball too high;_

Then, there was a stoppage
for attention to Grant after he
had gone into a tackle with
Read, but was quickly all
right again.

Yet another

foul was

chalked up against Hartle- | T,

pools, this time debiced to
Drydale, who tripped Pleat.
O'Rourke was a bit unlucky
with a header from the free
kick.

Hartlepools were dangerous
in snap breaksaway, and in
one o[ lhcm they gained a

T
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that
e

In the end the chaur-
man went to French's
‘house, found the player
worried because his wife,
who has recently had a
baby, had had a bad night.
The chairman went to
find David Pleat, who has
not been in the first team
for some months, and
covered the 230 miles
from Luton to Hartlepools
in something like 4}
hours to complete the
team about an hour
before the kick-off.
Otherwise, the plan was
to play McKechnie at
" outside-right and re-call
Tony Read, who was the
substitute, as his inside
partner. This, of course,
would have left the Town
without a substitute, but
for the arriyal of Pleat.
In the event, Read
remained substitute.

wxﬂw-www*wwﬂ

minutes. -

referée gaye him his march-
~ ing orders.

O’Rou_J ce needed ttention

time between anht and

}ardme, and a free kick was |

given to Hartlepools.

JARDINE
SENT OFF

Then, eight minutes after
half-time, Jardine was sent off
the field for kicking allegedly
at Wright, with whom he had
had an earlier tangle. So now,
the Town were down to nine
men, and were in desperate
trouble.

This naturally had caused
redistribution of the Town's
forces, with Moore dropping to
left-back, and Whittaker in a
sort of auxﬂlary left-half posi-
tion.

This really was fantastic.
Moore next had his aame
taken for a foul on Storton,
and  from the free-kick
WRIGHT forced his way
through the depleted defence
_to ram the ball into the roof
of the net and increase the
Hartlepools lead after 59

The referee - mext waved
ommous]y at Tinsley for some
reason that was not clear.

Then, the Town had a ]ucky
let-off when, from a centre by
Bradley, Thompson swung on
to the ball, beat Tinsley com-
pletely, only for the ball to
strike the underpart of the
bar and rebound into play and
be scrambled away hurriedly.

Moore made a worthy
attempt to level matters with
a lob that went too high,
Read vainly trying to reach it
with his head.

Then, KcKechnie had his
name taken for clipping
Fogarty’s heels from behind—
a comparatively mild offence
compared with what had gone
before. The free kick created
considerable confusion in the
Town penalty area, before
finally Town were given a free
kick for some infringement.

Yet another free kick came
the Town's way when Gill
ran straight into Read, but
the free kick brought nothing.
own, in (‘lci, were >howmg
no penetration.

Then came a foul against
them when Moore and Jardine
sandwiched Thompson, and it
nearly brought a goal, because
Ashworth’ s kick went through
a crowd of” phyeu and Tinsley

> (o)
More trowbl;e broke out, this.

the back of the net. Whaa
there or not, I wa:

con-
cerned, however, but at least
they were putting a brave front
on it and trying to pull back
their arrears. ;

Riddick went up into attack
to make a centre from which
McKechnie was caught offside.

Again Riddick came
through, this time to be
brought down quite fairly, let
it be said, before he could
part with the ball to advan-
tage.

Just on time, Hartlepools
gained a_corner on the left
which Tinsley clawed out
effectively, but the ball was
returned by Wright into the
goalmouth and plugged into
the net by Phythian, who was
a clear yard offside.

Then the Town's troubles

continued when McKechnie
was injured in a tackle.

By my watch, this balf had
lasted 48 minutes, which was
not so much injury time as

-off time. Result;

O’ROURKE MISSES

This really was a fantasti

of the realms of a fairy book,
or maybe a book of night-|
mares, so far as the Town
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