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LUTON PROMOTION BID

Luton 2 Stockport 0:

by PETER GILL

LS (s'b

,UTON FOR promotion. That's the theme song the 10,000 or so regular supporters
yave acquired during their bid, but manager George Martin is keeping quiet on this

COre.

as it comes,” he says.

Inwardly though he was
display and especially with

that pald a rich dividend.
Until last Thursday Manager
Martin had never seen Tony
Read, hitherto his regular inside
right, playing in goal in a serious
match.

On the strength of what he saw
on Thursday he included Read,
who probably kept Luton in the
promotion hunt with a couple of
saves that were out of this world
at a critical stage when the lead
was a single goal.

Tearaway

That was scored after slx mlnutes
by the young star Bruce Rioch
deIJl'lF[ a tearaway start that had
1tlw]St,ochq;w:)rL defence back on thelr
‘heels

In, fact as Luton swept to the
attack they could have been three
goals up. What  upset thelr
rhythm, which was never recovered
In the first half, was a severe ankle
Injury recelved by Freddle Jardine
after a guarter of an hour. ,

Jardine was carried off and
replaced by 18-year-old Alan Slough.
| ith reasonable luck Stockport

«1 am counting no chickens. I am taking each match on its merits and
!

well enough pleased with thls
one of his periodic gambles

i A R —— R 1

would have drawn level becausc
Allchurch and Price both struck the
woodwork and then came Read's
great saves from ' Young anc
Allchurch.

Never afterwards did Stockpor!
come so close to equallsing bul
Luton had to keep a careful watcl
on a clever left-wing palr of Youns

and Price who were alway:
dangerous,
Nor could the threat [rom Lern

White be discounted and Stockpor!
were always fighters.

However they sageged noticeabls
when n the 61st minute Clarke
brought down John O'Rourke witkh
whom he hacd a rugged battle anc
Ray Whittaker scored from  tlhe
penalty spot,

After that Luton might have gonc
on (o more convincing victory foi
O’Rourke and Moore had goals
disallowed for offside. However thes
were never quite consistent enougt
on the wings to open up the ruggec
Stockport defence and Collins hac
a sound grip . on the usuall

‘dangerous Whittaker,



