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Had all

in first hg;,"y

By ONLOOKER

Luton Town 1, Aldershqt 2
LUTON TOWN made their exj

in the first round

Monday night, after a gift equalise
had revitalised Aldershot,

of the home defence.

However, the Town, who led b
goal from Gerry King, had enough ch, thp;
half, when they were well on ¢

game comfortably.

The turning point of the
match came in the 56th
minute, just after King had

left the field to have an ankle
injury attended to.

Aldershot, who had been
doing more attacking in the
second half, made a raid up-
field. Riddick intercepted the
ball and elected to make a
back-pass. This was a tragic
blunder as it turned out,
because the ball did not carcy,
and with no Luton players
near him, Howfield picked up
the loose ball, made ground
and shot against a post.

The ball came out to
RAFFERTY who hammered it
home for a goal from which
the Town never recovered.

Although King returned

hobbling, Luton at this time
had lost the initiative, and
| Aldershot snatched a 75th-
minute winner through a
header by HOWARTH from a
lobbed-through ball by Ren-
wick.

This was an unfortunate set
of circumstances for the Town

| after the way in which they
had dictated play earlier on.
In torrential rain, which was
so heavy that it obscured the
| lines on one side of the field,
so that the second half had to
be held up for seven minutes
while they were re-sanded,
Luton had adopted the right
tactics — shooting first time
from any range, but sheer nad
luck and some confident goal-
keeping by Godfrey robbad
them of a commanding lead.

RIOCH A POWER
IN ATTACK

Rioch had been a power 'n
the Luton attack in the early
stages with some defenca-
splitting  through-passes and
some strong, first-time shoot-
ing.

Early on Godfrey was drawn
right out of his goal in kick-

Ing away a through-ball by
Rioch as Pleat raced in.
Thomson was also doing a
great deal to bolster up the

|attack, and there was panick
|in the Aldershot defence »n
| one occasion when he came up
| the field to make a cross
| which Pleat just failed to
| reach with his head, The bail
was returned across the woul
where Walker scrambled away,
| Thomson and Pleat were
|combining well, and from i
‘!hrnugh-pum by the former,
,Gml!rcy just managed (o take
the ball off the feet of Pleut
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ing their leaq when f"lcrea;
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None of the 4§32
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However th
transformation ebr§ Iﬁfime 1y
with Maloy in the main.es“h.%
of their attack. Maloy },,p""g
Read into action early rmnu;m
a good shot, and thep Raﬁwuh
had thg, bailI in the net fmm
pass by Howfie]
given off-side, il i
Luton were reduceq tol
men when King went do
awkwardly, twisting an a‘nkvﬁ
in face of a challenge by Rep.
wick, and was carrieq off
field to have attention behing
the goal.
It was while he was off that
the Town's fateful lapss
defence let in Howfield for
Rafferty to grab the equalisg,
Read drew applause for
turning a . great drive ly
McAnearney over the top o
the bar, but the Luton defens
was generally none too certa
and the ball was in the nt
again, this time from Howarl
who was pulled up for o
side,
Pleat was fouled on tht
edge of the area as he s
breaking through from &
Whittaker pass, and a chane
to right matters fell toth
Town with a free kick, Hox
ever Whittaker's luck was oit
on this occasion and althoud
he beat the goalkeeper, b
shot went just over the
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