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Many teams these days are
using these tactics with some
success but, to me, it does
smack of negative play and,
even more important, Int my
view, it does have the effect of
giving the opposition the |
initiative from the start and |
that,  surely, cannot be |
beneficial.

Yet, had their luck really
been in and, in fairness, I
must say that they are having
very little of this commodity
at the moment, the Town
might have hung on to ‘he
point they sought.

There were two instances
when only inches deprived
them of an equaliser to rne
goal Newport ‘scored through
FRASER after 27 minutes.
This came when the Town
defence and, Riddick in par-

tiveness of the offside trap aqd
the inside-right nipped in
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First slice of ill-luck for the
Town came just before half-
time when Rioch made a
cracking drive, meeting the
ball on the half volley and
missed the angle of the wood-
work by no more than six
inches, with Beswick —com-
pletely beaten.

Then, in the second half
when the Town had a good
spell, partly because they went
in to meet the ball, Whittaker
crashed the ball against the
face of the bar, with Beswick
again hopelessly placed.

Had either of those shots
counted, as they richly
deserved to, then there might
have been a different story
because, perhaps more than
anything else, the Town, at the
present juncture, require a
restoration of confidence in the
shape of faith in themselves in

front of goal.

To set against that mis-
fortune was the fact that
Smith, early on, had smacked
the ball against a post, and
there were several good saves

by Read, principally from
Smith and Fraser.
For 20 minutes of the

second half, the Town gave
quite as much as they received,
but almost their last chance
came when-Rioch made a per-
fect centre from the dead line
which Thear could not reach
and neither could Pleat and he
slid in an attempt to make
contact,
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Then, a quarter of an hour
from the end, came the second
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outside-left hooked the ball
past him and finally drove it
into an empty net.
After that, there was just
one run by Rioch, who seemed
to have valid claims for a
penalty when he was pulled off
the ball, to bring cheer to the
handful of Luton supporters.
If the plan adopted by the
Town is to be a success, then
it is vitally necessary to have
four strong front runners, but
apart from Rioch, the Town
attack was vastly disappoint-
ing.
Rioch, who was barely 100
per cent fit after the knock
he received at Chester, volun-
teered to play and gave
further evidence of the
maturity he has reached this
season.
Apart from his shot that
deserved to score, Whittaker
did not achieve a great deal,
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NEWPORT "COUN Ty,
Beswick;  Williams, - Birg:
Woods, Rathbone, Rowla d:
Smith, Fraser, Jones i
Morgan. Substitute: !‘*Iignett,
LUTON _TOWN:  Read;
Thomson, Jardine; Conby ;
Riddick, Moore; Pleat, Sloy, o
Thear, Rioch, Whittaker,
Referee: P. R. Walters,

nor did Pleat, while Thear
spent much of the time firmly

Bridgewater.
Attendance: 3,451,
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